PROSPECTUS FALL 2021
LET US THEREFORE COME BOLDLY TO THE THRONE OF GRACE THAT WE MAY
OBTAIN MERCY AND FIND GRACE TO HELP IN TIME OF NEED -HEBREWS 4:16

Dear Messiah family,
From the moment God called a faithful few to start Messiah Lutheran Church 94 years ago, our congregation has
faithfully worked to respond to God's call, spreading God’s word and working to ensure there was a place at the
table for everyone.
Today, Messiah is one of the fastest growing congregations in the Upstate New York Synod, and was recently
nominated as one of just 50 congregations to participate in an ELCA innovative ministry initiative.
The reason for our success can be found in one simple action - we are coming together, as we have for generations,
seeking new ways to engage and assist others in our community.
There is no way that the founders of Messiah, gathering just 9 years after WWI and having survived a pandemic
of their own, could have envisioned everything that this congregation would become. Yet, with confidence and in
community, they boldly stepped forward into the future.
Now it’s our turn.
No matter the challenges of the day, God has always faithfully been present with the people of Messiah, constantly
bringing new life to our ministry.
If those who stepped forward in faith all those years ago could hear the echo of those faithful footsteps today, they
would surely celebrate all that God has done, and know that God’s plan for Messiah Lutheran continues.
Today, as we live out our mission of being a Spirit filled congregation grounded in Jesus Christ, nourishing our local
community in body, mind and soul, we have so many reasons to rejoice !
In joining Trinity and Messiah we welcome each other as siblings in Christ and work together to increase the impact
we can make on our wider community.
Witness the outreach of our Bread of Life food pantry, which supports more than X families each week. The food
that nourishes those families’ tables, comes, in part, from our gardens at Messiah. It’s a ministry that will grow as we
realize our dream of creating a community center at Trinity.
Our A Place at the Table for Everyone campaign is a bold and faithful step to remove the barriers in our building that
prevent people from joining together at Christ’s table.
We invite you to prayerfully consider the ideas and goals of A Place at the Table for Everyone as they relate to our
ministries at Messiah Lutheran. We invite you to take some time to consider the hopes, dreams, and vision of our
campaign as outlined in our A Place at the Table for Everyone prospectus.
Then on October 31st, Reformation Sunday, we will all have an opportunity to faithfully take our bold step into the
future by providing A Place at the Table for Everyone in Christ’s ministry at Messiah.
Sincerely,

Pr. Dustin Wright
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Richard Becker, Co-Chair

Dave Barnett, Co-Chair

A PLACE AT THE TABLE FOR EVERYONE
CAMPAIGN GOAL: $570,000
The A Place at the Table for Everyone campaign is about ensuring that our building allows us to live out our core value of being welcoming
and inviting, by ensuring that our building is accessible to all, visible to the community, and ready for the next 100 years of ministry.
It is an investment into God’s activity in our lives and the lives of those we serve.
This $570,000 effort to make everyone feel safe, supported, and welcomed will include:

RENOVATIONS FOR ACCESSIBILITY
Whether it’s a first-time visitor, or a long-time member whose
mobility has lessened, Messiah wants to be sure that everyone
can access our facility.
Ü

Installing a lift: The lift will allow movement between
floors for those whom the stairs are a barrier and open our
fellowship hall for use again as a sacred space for study,
special worship, and fellowship.

Ü

Accessible Restrooms: Two accessible restrooms will be
added on the main floor adjacent to the current narthex

Ü

Widened stairs: The widened stairs will allow for reduced
congestion and direct access from the new entry

IMPROVING OUR WELCOME
Ü

New Entry and Portico: Facing Guilderland St. the new
entry will make it abundantly clear to visitors where the
entry is, and welcome them to the center of the building
with easy access to the lift, stairs, narthex, and restrooms

Ü

New Exterior Cross: Strengthening our welcome and
witness we will add a new cross to the existing chimney.

Ü

Enlarged Narthex: The enlarged narthex will help build
community and extend our welcome by providing a natural
space for people to gather and get to know one another
before and after worship.

Ü

Courtyard landscape restoration and improvement

IMPROVING OUR SPACE
Ü

New Library/Adult Education Space: The new library
located in the back corner of the expanded narthex will
allow additional meeting and study space.

Ü

Relocated Office: The office will relocate, immediately
adjacent to the new entrance allowing guest to be
welcomed upon arrival and improving building security

Ü

Crucially needed infrastructure: During the renovation we
will address critical infrastructure such as a storm water
basin & drains, parking lot improvements, site signage,
exterior lighting, and utility work.

*This goal includes a budget of $20,500 for campaign consulting
and local campaign expenses which represent 3.7% of the campaign
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ACCESSIBILITY
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STEWARDSHIP – ONGOING
The A Place at the Table for Everyone Campaign is a request for special above and beyond giving designated to the improvement described.
However, it only enhances the generosity we each show annually to the Christ’s ministry at Messiah.
As we move faithfully into our 95th year of ministry our ministry plans for 2022, made possible by our regular giving, will prepare us
to utilize the facilities renovations we have invested in, to their maximum impact.

EXPAND OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHURCH AND
COMMUNITY MEMBERS TO CONNECT AND FEEL WELCOMED.
Messiah’s ministry has greatly expanded in the last few years, with new faces mingling with ones that have been around for years.
Intentionally building relationships and community will ensure that everyone has a place at the table.
Messiah will continue developing in-person activities and events to facilitate these relationships. Based on member/community feedback,
Messiah will further focus on family events, youth events, and Bible Study groups.
People also experience a place at the table as they serve alongside others. Messiah will actively create more opportunities for volunteers
to utilize people’s gifts and build connections.

SUPPORT AND BE A RESOURCE FOR PEOPLE
STRUGGLING WITH MENTAL HEALTH CHALLENGES.
People with mental health challenges have a place at the table! Messiah will bring a focus to this aspect of our shared ministry. Our
initial thoughts on how to accomplish this include:
1.

Reaching out to local mental health agencies/organizations that support people struggling with mental health issues and learning
how to get involved.

2.

Developing monthly newsletters to members with information related to mental health wellness.

3.

Hosting weekly mindfulness/relaxation activities such as a yoga class.

4. Creating youth-based and adult support groups.
5.

Developing a brochure that provides information about mental illness and places to get help.

6.

Hosting a mental wellness health fair.

SUPPORT AND BE A RESOURCE FOR PEOPLE
STRUGGLING WITH DRUG AND ALCOHOL ADDICTION.
People struggling with drug and alcohol addiction also have a place at the table! Our initial thoughts on how to accomplish this include:
1.

Reaching out to local agencies that treat/help people struggling with addiction and learning how to get involved..

2.

Sending monthly newsletters to members with information related to drug/alcohol addiction.

SUSTAINING OUR EXCELLENT MINISTRY
Over the last several years Messiah Lutheran Church has boldly stepped forward in ministry, trusting God to guide us. Maintaining this
solid foundation of ministry allows us to boldly move forward in new ways. It allows us to continue to fully live out our core values, to be:
1.

a welcoming and inviting congregation.

2.

a proactive congregation.

3.

a learning congregation.

4. a socially engaged congregation.
5.

a congregation together.

To continue this our goal for our regular offering is to increase generosity to the on-going ministry of Messiah by $11,500 ($221 per
week) in total, to successfully continue living into and expanding the ministry initiatives above.
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COMMITMENT
Please prayerfully consider your participation in the A Place at the Table for Everyone Campaign. The following tables indicate the gifts
we need to reach our goal of $565,000. Giving beyond the goal will allow for additional progress at the Trinity site, improving our
immediate impact in the community. It is a goal that we can and will reach, as we each do our part.
Gifts of appreciated stocks, real estate, and other assets may enable you to capture tax savings (see questions and answers below). Also,
if you are age 72.5 or older, you may benefit tremendously from giving a gift directly from your IRA thanks to recent tax law changes.

GIFTS NEEDED
# OF
GIFTS
1
1
2
3
4
5
7
10
15
Many

VALUE
OF GIFT
$150,000
$75,000
$50,000
$25,000
$15,000
$10,000
$5,000
$2,500
$1,000
Under $500

COMMITMENT INCREMENTS OVER TIME
CUMULATIVE
RUNNING TOTAL
$150,000
$225,000
$275,000
$350,000
$410,000
$460,000
$490,000
$515,000
$530,000
$570,000

MESSIAH CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
STEERING COMMITTEE
Richard Becker, Campaign Co-Chair
Dave Barnett, Campaign Co-Chair
Tom Collins, Information Team Chair
Barb Hallet, Inspiration Team Chairs
Penny Inciti, Response Team Chair

AMOUNT
PER WEEK
$961
$641
$512
$384
$256
$192
$160
$128
$96
$64
$32
$23
$12
$6.50
$3.85

AMOUNT
PER MONTH
$4,166
$2,778
$2,222
$1,667
$1,111
$833
$694
$555
$416
$277
$138
$100
$50
$28
$17

AMOUNT
PER YEAR
$50,000
$33,333
$26,667
$20,000
$13,333
$10,000
$8,333
$6,666
$5,000
$3,333
$1,667
$1,200
$600
$336
$200

3-YEAR
AMOUNT
$150,000
$100,000
$80,000
$60,000
$40,000
$30,000
$25,000
$20,000
$15,000
$10,000
$5,000
$3,600
$1,800
$1,000
$600

Our most gracious God,
With you all things are possible!
Our church members are growing in faith and numbers.

MESSIAH LEADERSHIP
Suzanne Collins, President
Rachel DeTeso-Mathis, Vice-President
Karen Keenan, Secretary
Penny Incitti, Financial Secretary
René Dunda-Martin, Treasurer
Katie Becker
Phil Bazicki
Eric Cawley
Crystal Murray
Kimlee Marquise
Rev. Dustin Wright
Rev. Jonathan Vanderbeck
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Some of our aged and disabled members are in need of
assistance just to attend fellowship at our church.
We pray for your blessing on our ministry and efforts
for building improvements, and also to give us strength
to spread the news of your love and kindness.
Amen

CAMPAIGN PRAYER

COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS
When do my gift payments for the campaign begin?
Unless you prefer a different timetable, the payment period begins November 2021. The Intent Form has a place for you to indicate
how and when you will fulfill your commitment.
How long does the A Place at the Table for Everyone Campaign last?
The A Place at the Table for Everyone Campaign will last for three years: November 2021 –November 2024. However, if you feel
you can make a larger gift by extending the time, you are welcome to do so. You may also make a one-time gift or make payments
for less than three years. Those 72.5 years old or older often find that giving through an IRA Required Minimum Distribution
allows them to make a significant gift when that timing is best for them.
Is it possible just to make gifts to the Appeal without making a specific commitment?
Yes, but written responses, while never legally binding, give us an indication of what we can expect and plan for our mutual ministry,
and will ultimately determine our ability to impact the world. Please fill out a response card indicating how you will respond even
if you do not make a commitment. The response from the congregation will be a compelling story to tell our new members and to
our community as we prepare for even more impactful ministry.
Do all gifts to the A Place at the Table for Everyone Campaign have to be cash?
No. Gifts of property, appreciated stock, mutual funds, in-kind gifts needed in property improvements, cash value from insurance
policies or policy loan proceeds, Certificates of Deposit (CD’s), bonds and annuities are just some of the ways we can give. All of
these gifts may be subject to restrictions and limitations, so it is wise to consult your financial adviser or accountant.
Note: Contact Messiah’s treasurer through the church office for gifts other than cash. There may be important Tax implications. Unless
you are trying to capture a capital loss, do not sell the property yourself as you may be subject to capital gains tax rules. Messiah or
your financial professional can help structure transactions for mutual benefit.
What is the advantage of giving appreciated stocks or property?
You can avoid capital gains taxes and also receive a tax deduction for making a charitable gift.
How do I make a gift of appreciated stock?
Your broker can transfer shares from your account to the church. Contact Messiah treasurer through the church office for account
information.
Important! Do not sell the stock yourself or you may be unable to avoid capital gains tax. The church’s broker will sell the stock, and
you will receive a deductible credit based on the average market value on the day the stock is transferred.
Will I be asked to give a specific amount?
You will be asked to prayerfully consider an amount based on the Gifts Needed Chart above to reach our goal. If every gift is
fulfilled, we can exceed our goal.
Will we have a debt following this campaign?
A successful campaign will result in the ability to accomplish all of the projects listed without taking permanent debt. Short-term
bridge loans to allow construction may be required. Our intention is to manage construction cost to avoid long-term debt, building
only what is affordable.
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In diving deeply into the history of our
Spirit filled congregation in recent
months, the pattern of how God works
in this place is abundantly clear. Not
long after the horrors of the First World
War and another global pandemic, our
forebears founded our congregation
in service to Christ here in Rotterdam,
New York. In the aftermath of the
Great Depression and the Second
World War, our original sanctuary was
built. When many of today's elders got
back from Korea and became young
parents, they had the vision to create
a sanctuary where we still connect with
God, ourselves and one another today.
Now, following another time of great
difficulty, I believe with everything that
I am, that God is inviting us to a similar
challenge, to create a place at Christ's
table for everyone, without exception,
for generations to come.
-PR. DUSTIN

During a pandemic, lasting over a year and a half, God has blessed us with
a growing congregation. It saddens me to see members unable to attend
church services or celebrate in our Fellowship Hall because of accessibility
issues. I have several friends both young and old who have missed events
because of the design of our church. A new space will allow all who wish to
celebrate to come together easily. Also, it will make us compliant with the
“Americans with Disability Act (ADA).
I am excited to be involved in the campaign, A Place At the Table for
Everyone where we are addressing these concerns and making Messiah’s
dreams come true. All are welcome!
-PENNY INCITI

To me, Messiah is synonymous with family. As a lifelong member, so many
members of our congregation either are family or have become valued
members of our family. We look out for each other. We celebrate together.
We pray for each other. The goals of this campaign - creating a more
inclusive space for our current Messiah family while making room for new
friends to join with us - could not be more important.
-RICH BECKER, CAMPAIGN CO-CHAIR

2850 Guilderland Avenue,
Schenectady, New York 12306
518.355.2311
www.messiahschenectady.org

