
LET US THEREFORE COME BOLDLY TO THE THRONE OF GRACE THAT WE MAY 
OBTAIN MERCY AND FIND GRACE TO HELP IN TIME OF NEED -HEBREWS 4:16

STORIES OF GENEROSITY



GENEROSITY INTERVIEW WITH PASTOR DUSTIN WRIGHT

JILL BECKER

Pastor Dustin came to 
our church in July of 
2014. I asked pastor 
how he has experienced 
generosity I his personal 
or professional life. One 
story that stuck in his 
mind was when he was in 
high school and he was 

navigating some fairly serious depression. He was out 
of school for about two months. It was taking forever to 
find someone for him to see. His mom suggested he see 
the pastor at his church. He thought, why not, it can’t 
hurt. He thought he would only talk to him for about 
a half an hour, but he ended up spending two hours 
talking to him. The giving of time is a type of generosity 
that is priceless, and his pastor certainly did that on this 
day. In the hustle and bustle of everyday life, it’s easy 
to not notice the person that’s right in front of you, so 
this made all the difference in the world for a teenage 
kid. Eventually he suggested that he call some of his 
friends, that he went to confirmation with to hang out. 
He hadn’t left the house in quite some time due to 
his depression, but as nervous as he was, he went to 

see them. They were super giving of themselves and 
spent a lot of time with him. It was such a formative 
conversation in his life and really made an impact on 
him. It was also at this time, when he started to think 
about being a pastor himself. It was definitely a turning 
point that helped him overcome his depression.

Another example of generosity that he wanted to share 
involves a long time member of the church, Bill Becker. 
He gave so much of his time mentoring several of the 
teenage boys in the congregation. He always gave of 
his time to several of the youth, and he felt that it help 
him just as much, if not more by giving of his time and 
knowledge to help them.

For Pastor Dustin, generosity is about changing lives 
through time, money and giving of your attention to 
people in need. It is an investment in God’s mission. He 
is so passionate about how so many lives have been able 
to be changed through generosity. The last year and a 
half, as pastor there was a realization that is has been so 
hard to remember that we are all in this together. Small 
things are a reminder of how far we’ve come since the 
start of the pandemic. Money, time, and just giving of 
yourself are all ways of investing in God’s mission.

When the topic of 
generosity comes up, 
your first thought goes 
to monetary generosity. 
However, there are many 
types of ways people show 
generosity. One of the 
ways is through volunteer 
work. As someone who 

works at the Bread of Life Food Pantry at Messiah, 
I constantly see examples of generosity. Giving of 
time is certainly one of the most rewarding forms 
of generosity. The Bread of Life Food Pantry is run 
strictly by an extremely dedicated group of volunteers. 
We have volunteers who stock our pantry, volunteers 
that pick up the food from the Regional Food Bank, 
volunteers that take calls from our clients and make 
reminder phone calls, volunteers that do the shopping 
for the pantry, as well as volunteers who handle ALL 
of the necessary paperwork. We have volunteers of all 

ages – from pre-teens to “more seasoned” volunteers.

Our congregation shows their generosity each time the 
pantry does a food drive, especially around Advent and 
Lent, where many congregation members bring in large 
grocery bags of food or donate money to purchase the 
necessary items needed in the pantry. We have several 
Pantry Fairies, who secretly purchase food and put it 
away in the pantry without anyone knowing.

Knowing that the work that is being done in the pantry 
is helping our neighbors is extremely rewarding and 
many of our clients pay the generosity forward by 
volunteering in other places, such as at the Trinity 
Community Center for the produce give-away.

One thing for sure is that the Bread of Life Food 
Pantry could not have been started without the 
generosity of the congregation and we hope that their 
continued generosity will keep the pantry open as long 
as it is needed.
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AMY ROACH

So often we associate generosity 
with money or objects. A friend 
gives us a present. A family 
member helps us out financially. 
While that’s all very nice I think 
generosity of spirit means even 
more.

My next door neighbor Berta has been a member of 
Messiah for most of her life. So many times she invited 
me to come to church with her. She was never pushy, 
just very gentle. I went a few time but was hesitant to 
join her on a regular basis. During COVID she invited 
me to join her for coffee on Sunday mornings and watch 
church online. We did this every Sunday and eventually 
I decided to participate in a new member’s class and 
join Messiah.

Right from the beginning I was warmly welcomed 
into this loving church family. I’ve been treated with 
so much kindness and respect. I’ve been invited to 
fully participate in the life of this church family and 
get involved in so many ways. As a gay woman the 
generosity of spirit I’ve received from the Messiah 
family is priceless to me, more than any amount of 
money or any present. My church family at Messiah 
continues to show me what a generous spirit truly 
means and this generosity has helped me to feel at 
home with my new church family. There’s no way I 
can put into words how much your generosity of spirit 
means to me. I’m excited to be part of the future of 
Messiah as we step out in faith and boldly trust God to 
bless us and lead us in the direction He wants us to go.

Generous – showing a readiness 
to give more of something, as 
money or time, than is strictly 
necessary or expected. I give 
these definitions because I 
believe these definitions were 
written for my friend Charlene. 

Many years ago in 2007 I was struggling with a tragic 
loss in my life. I suddenly lost my significant other and 
needed to find a new job, because I worked nights and 
now had no one at home to care for my daughter. I am 
a nurse and found a position in the operating room and 
decided to spend a day there to see if the position was 
one that I would choose. That day changed my life. I 

worked that day with another nurse and her name was 
Charlene. Her kindness and generosity pulled me into 
her world. She and I immediately became friends. She 
shared her knowledge and was the kindest person I had 
encountered in a very long time. As we worked together 
for the day she at one point said to me, “please don’t 
leave me,” it was at that point my difficult decision 
was made. I took that position in the OR and we have 
become the closest of friends to this day. She made a 
difficult decision very easy for me. She took me under 
her wing and has stuck by me through all the good 
and the bad. I am blessed today to have found her and 
thankful to call her my friend.

KIMLEE MARQUISE
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For my generosity story 
I wanted to share my 
experience with the 
church during my son’s 
first year of life.

Our amazing little man 
was born December 
29th, 2019 so needless 

to say my son had a very interesting first year as you 
can imagine. But that didn’t stop our beautiful Church 
family!! From the moment I brought the new little guy 
to church he was welcomed with open arms. People 
that I hadn’t even met or seen in years were coming 
up and congratulating me, giving me gifts, such as a 
beautiful handmade blanket and an adorable outfit. And 

then COVID hit, so bringing my little man to church 
came to screeching halt. I was so saddened by this, I 
really wanted him to get to know his second family at 
the church.

But the generosity of our church continued, making it 
so easy to watch church with our little guy at home and 
then eventually even holding a special online baptism 
class us new parents! Our amazing Pastor Dustin Wright 
even came all the way to Esperance and performed 
a special, one of a kind, COVID safe baptism in the 
waters of the Schoharie Creek! We couldn’t have asked 
for a better, more meaningful baptism!

Our beautiful church family is always first to show 
generosity and I hope to return it tenfold when I am 
able to.

When I think about generosity, I think of my family, and how endless 
their kindness and compassion has been towards me. I have been sober 
for three years, two months and seven days. I am constantly amazed 
by all the love and support from my family. This difficult journey 
would not have been possible without them. Especially my mother 
for always having my back and my wife for always being by my side. 
A small act of kindness can change someone’s life, so never pass up 
an opportunity to be generous.

The dictionary defines 
generosity as being 
unselfish and as having 
a willingness to share 
freely. There are so 
many possibilities with 
these definitions. Giving 
of money, emotional 
support, physical support 

or even giving food to those in need, the list is endless 
and I am happy to belong to a church family who 
embrace so many examples of generosity.

For me, this past March, when my son died suddenly, I 
immediately began to see and feel an outpouring of love 
and support from our pastor and church members. We 
had many people coming from out of town to attend 
the funeral. With COVID still a real part of everyday 

life, we needed to feed these family and friends. I was 
positively overwhelmed, when church members said for 
me not to worry. People would be bringing food. The 
generosity was so great, we had meat platters, salads, 
rolls, condiments and paper products. On top of all 
that, we had flowers and cards and calls to check in to 
make sure we were doing okay.

I have never felt so warm and loved as I did that time in 
spite of my grief. I have been a member of this church 
for a few years, coming from another church when 
it closed, but that one day of generosity of spirit and 
warmth enveloped me.

The only way I can repay my church is to try to donate 
my time to help others and to help with our campaign 
to raise money to make the church handicap accessible. 
Please help me make this happen by donating whatever 
you can, and God bless our efforts

HEATHER ZIMMER

EMILY RUSSO

GLORIA MAKI
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Paul and Allison Bode 
have been members of 
Messiah Church since 
1976. The both felt the 
learned generosity from 
their parents. Allison grew 
up on a farm. Farmers and 
their families are known 
for reaching out and 

helping their neighbors. Giving a helping hand with 
the harvest and sharing where needed. Paul and Allison 
continue helping out a church and lending a hand as 
they did for their friend who had knee surgery by 
providing a place when needed. This friend could have 

ended up going to a nursing home but they reached out 
to him while he recuperated.

Both Paul and Allison have seen many examples of 
generosity while members of Messiah. They have also 
received love and support and helping hand many times, 
but are especially grateful for the emotional support 
through times of bereavement. We are blessed to have 
Paul and Allison as members of our church.

Footnote: Paul and Allison have given so much to our 
church. They have both been on Church Council. Paul 
has worked and is working on the Property Committee. 
Allison is in charge of the Cradle Roll, which keeps us 
connected with younger members of the church.

By definition, generosity, is a magnanimous, willing to give or share unselfishly. There 
has been no better example of this in my life, then being a part of Messiah Lutheran 
Church.

From the very first encounter with members of this congregation, I felt welcomed, 
accept and loved by all. For me it was the greatest example of generosity. Sharing 
of oneself without judgement. Being a part of Messiah is one of my greatest joys.

Footnote: In the short few years Carly has been a member of the Care & Concern 
Committee, visiting nursing home patients and has been a Council Member.

Joyce joined Messiah when she was fourteen. She became a member of the youth 
group and this is where she met her husband Dick. During the sixty plus years she 
has been a member of Messiah, she has witnessed many acts of generosity. There 
are too many just to name one. She has been on our Church Council a few times 
and works hard on the Food Pantry. She also sings in the church choir. She gives of 
her time and talent.

Joyce’s hopes for the future of Messiah is that the many of the new members we 
have gained recently will find the joy of volunteering over the years. We need new 
volunteers to replace the members that are getting older. Just maybe they will 
experience the joy volunteering brings just as Joyce has.

PAUL AND ALLISON BODE

CARLY DISANTO

JOYCE GRESHAM
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My name is Judy Becker 
and I have been a member 
of Messiah for sixty years. 
About forty years ago, 
my husband, Bill had a 
cataract surgery that did 
not go well. He was out of 
work for twelve weeks and 
with two teenagers and a 

ten-year-old our funds were depleted quickly. We tried 
hard to make our finances work. We have even gone 
to social services to get help, and were denied. They 
wanted us to use all the money in our children’s savings 
accounts before they would help us. Their accounts 
were very meager and they had worked hard for what 

little they had. We could not do that to them. We 
came home very dejected and did not know where to 
turn. We prayed that God would guide us to find the 
right decision and send help. As we ended our prayer, 
our doorbell rang, and there was Pastor Rohs with an 
envelope with $3,000 from our Church’s congregation 
members. We were not even aware of our situation. Talk 
about a miracle. The Church saved our lives.

Therefore, our faith, our love for this congregation and 
God is why the Becker, Olochnowicz and Gresham 
families work so hard to spread “Good News.”

We will never forget that day and will be forever 
grateful.

Cheryl began at Messiah as a little girl of 6 with her family. During the years, she 
has seen many examples of generosity such as the collection of garments for kids of 
Mohonasen School District. Cheryl has been very generous with her time as Sunday 
School superintendent at Messiah. She assists whenever needed and has written a 
few Christmas plays. Another example of generosity she remembers are when we 
adopted children and families at Christmas to make sure of a bright Christmas for 
children who might not have had one. She has witnessed firsthand how important 
religion and generosity are in her life.

Linda Buehler has been 
a member of Messiah 
Lutheran Church for 
over sixty years after 
joining as a teenager 
shortly after her parents 
moved to the area. After 
teaching junior high 
for twelve years, Linda 

went on to work as a secretary in the New York State 
Department of Agriculture and Markets for twenty-
seven years. An avid reader, Linda enjoys spending 
time with her family, working on her house, gardening, 
and playing the piano. Linda has put her musical 
talents to good use here at Messiah both by singing 
in the choir and filling in as Parish Musician when Mr. 
Doug is on vacation. Linda loves attending Messiah to 
worship God and give thanks!

Linda's most rewarding experience with generosity 
happened to occur when her elderly parents were in 
their upper 80's and in need of assistance. At the time, 
Linda was still working and trying to juggle her duties at 
work with being their caretaker was not easy. When a 
co-worker became aware of her plight, she suggested 
that her mother, who was a retired nurse and widow 
in her 70's, might be able to help. For a very modest 
fee, this mother agreed to come into Linda's home and 
provide a few hours of nursing care two days a week to 
her parents. This arrangement worked out perfectly and 
continued even after Linda retired. She provided not 
only nursing care, but also friendship for her parents 
for the remaining years of their lives. Linda knew she 
did not offer to do this for the money, but out of the 
generosity of her heart. She was the kind of person who 
gave freely of herself to others-her family, her friends, 
her church and those in need.

JUDY BECKER

CHERYL BORSKI

LINDA BUEHLER
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Marge f irst learned 
about Messiah Lutheran 
Church through a synod 
workshop she attended. 
There she came across 
a new pastor named 
Dustin Wright. He made 
a big impression on 
Marge. Pastor Wright 

participated and made comments during this workshop. 
Marge said to herself “We will be lucky to get him”. 
Pastor Wright answered a call to be the pastor at 
Messiah. Marge decided to attend a service at Messiah 
when she found out he was the new Pastor. Marge 
found Messiah to be such a welcoming congregation.

Marge has said God has worked in her life through 
the ministry of music. She has been singing for over 
thirteen years and in the choir at Messiah for over 
four years. Prior to attending worship at Messiah, 
Marge was involved in World Community Day and was 
instrumental in forming “The Glad Sound” comprised 
of five to seven members who, over eight years, were 
invited to sing at events. This group touched the lives 
of many invitees. She said this group came into her 
life and that she is so grateful. Spiritually, choir music 
comes first in her life. Marge said through this ministry 
we hope to grow our congregation and community and 
show God’s love to all. One of Marge’s dreams is to see 
Messiah become handicapped accessible.

My name is Barbara 
Hallett. My husband 
and daughters came to 
Messiah in the Summer 
of 1970. I had seen a sign 
advertising vacation bible 
school and I thought I 
would get a break and drop 
our girls off. It didn’t quite 

work out that way. I found a group of people so nice and 
welcoming. Then before long, I was part of the vacation 
Bible school! How God put so many wonderful people in 
one place is amazing to me. Our girls grew in this church 
with Sunday school, Christmas pageants, and so on. 

Seven years ago, my husband Richard was diagnosed 
with ALS. Not long after his diagnosis, he was confined 
to a wheelchair and then a hospital bed. During this 
time, he received many visits from Pastor Dustin 
and other parishioners. On one of these visits, pastor 
brought a large framed picture of church members 
waving at him from the church pews. It was one of the 
few times I saw a smile on his face. The picture stayed 
on the wall next to his bed until he died. To me, this was 
the most special gift of generosity I have ever seen.

The generosity of our church is shown through people 
giving their time, themselves, and also their money. I 
know I have observed this for fifty years.

Pete, his wife Jean, and 
their grandson Tyler have 
been coming to Messiah 
since Christmas of 2014. 
Pete has experienced the 
generosity of Messiah in 
many ways – not always 
monetarily, but through 
sharing of talents and 

members giving of themselves. An important desire 
of Pete’s is to move outside our church and help 
our community through lunch programs and food 

distribution to those in need. Pete has been council 
president and faced many difficult decisions. At these 
times, other council members were always ready to 
assist him. This was generosity. His hopes for Messiah 
is to become more helpful to our community, especially 
with our acquiring Trinity Reformed Church and using 
it as a community center, even eventually in housing 
the needy.

Footnote: Pete has been helping those in need long 
before becoming a member of Messiah. When I think of 
generosity, his name is always front and center.

MARGE REYNHEER

BARB HALLETT

PETE JONES
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My sister and I learned 
about generosity as 
a child. My mother 
would tell us to go out 
and shovel snow off the 
steps and sidewalks of 
our elderly neighbors’ 
houses. Always, as we 
left, she would say with 

admonition: “Don’t take any money – you are doing 
this for the Lord.” I was in college one day when I came 
downstairs and my mother was crying. When I asked the 
reason for her tears, she said “we are going to lose the 
house because we can’t keep up with the mortgage.” I 
immediately dropped out of college and went to work 

for the state. With my income going to my parents, 
they were able to keep the house.

I experienced generosity when I was a young mother of 
three children, my father had passed away, and I wanted 
desperately to be with my mother but what was I to do 
with three children? Then there was a knock on my door 
and there was the angel in the form of a neighbor. Even 
though she had two children of her own, she swooped 
up some clothing and the children and said she was 
keeping them overnight or longer if needed. 

Footnote: Linda has a beautiful voice and is a member of 
our church choir at Messiah. She volunteers at our food 
pantry and is a member of our inspiration team. Aren’t 
we blessed? I think so!

I learned about generosity 
from my parents when I 
was young. They taught 
me that generosity was 
helping people without 
expecting anything in 
return. I experienced 
generosity from some 
wonderful friends when 

I was in the hospital after having knee replacement 
surgery. I was going to have to stay in the hospital 

as I live alone and would not be released unless I had 
someone home with me. My friends opened up their 
home and took care of me until I was able to care for 
myself. I have been a member of Messiah for 65 years. I 
have been an acolyte, property manager, and a member 
of the care and concern committee. My mother Lore is 
Messiah’s oldest member. 

Footnote: Bill enjoys donating money to Messiah’s 
ongoing projects because it makes him feel good. We are 
blessed to have him as a member of our church.

LINDA HALBREND 

BILL ELLIS
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