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The Months Ahead 
 

Adult Education: Exploration of 

the Book of Acts 

Sundays at 9:00am in the 

Parsonage 

Using the Book of Faith Study 

Method—Devotional Reading, 

Historical Reading, Literary 

Reading, and Lutheran 

Theological Reading—the 

Adult Ed Group meets at 9:00 

am on Sunday mornings in the 

parsonage and will continue to 

explore “The Acts of the 

Apostles.”  Picking up where 

the “Gospel of Luke” leaves off, 

this account in Acts, written by 

the same author, tells about 

the ministry of the early 

Christians.  It provides a 

framework that helps readers 

understand the issues and 

conflicts addressed by the 

remaining books in the New 

Testament.  The texts in the 

course are: Opening the Book 

of Faith and Lutheran Study 

Bible.   Come and enjoy fair-

trade, gourmet coffee, 

provided by Pastor Dustin, and 

lively conversation! 

 

Bread for the World Sunday 

Sunday, October 1st at 

10:15am 

Bread for the World Sunday is 

an opportunity for Messiah to 

join with other people of faith 

— in thousands of churches 

across the country — in living 

out God's vision of a world 

without hunger. Through our 

prayers for an end to hunger 

and letters to our nation's 

leaders we can give bold 

witness to God's justice and 

mercy in the world. Worship this 

Sunday will include special 

prayers involving hunger, and 

after worship we’ll gather 

together to write our elected 

leaders about improving 

government policies towards 

ending the scourge of hunger 

in our nation once and for all. If 

you have any questions, 

please see Pastor Dustin or 

Merle Longwood. 
 

Blessing of the Animals 

Sunday, October 1st at 5:30pm 

Calling all dogs, cats, fish, 

turtles, lizards (with leashes and 

their owners, of course!) to our 

third annual Blessing of the 

Animals Service! Set on the 
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commemoration day for 

Saint Francis of Assisi, known as 

the patron saint for animals, this 

brief, fun and contemporary 

service will be a great way to 

celebrate all those pets who 

provide so much joy and 

support in our lives. Worship will 

be weather permitting, held 

outside. Messiah's own, the 

one, Willard E. Bear will serve 

alongside Pastor Dustin as 

Assisting Minister. 
 

Outreach Committee Meeting 

Monday, October 2nd at 

7:00pm 

Our goal is to continue to grow 

in our outreach ministry! Please 

join us Monday, October 2nd 

at 7pm for fresh ideas to reach 

out to our neighbors in the 

community, with a particular 

focus on all the new 

apartment/ senior living com-

plexes being developed right 

here in our neighborhood. 
 

SICM Assembly: Single Payer 

Healthcare for New York State 

Tuesday, October 3rd at 

7:00pm 

Mount Olivet Missionary Baptist 

Church 

1068 Park Ave, Schenectady, 

NY 12308 

Gosh, the national debate 

around healthcare seems 

endless, but what could we do 

right here in New York State to 

make sure everyone has the 

affordable access to the 

healthcare they need? Join 

local healthcare activist David 

Bacheldor and the Social 

Justice Team of First United 

Methodist Church of 

Schenectady to hear more 

about their experiences 

working on this complex issue. 

All are welcome and please 

speak with SICM Assembly 

Delegates Betsy Ryan and 

Nancy Stellrecht with any 

questions. 
 

Pastor on Vacation 

Tuesday, October 3rd - 

Monday, October 9th 

Pastor Dustin will be on 

vacation with some old Camp 

Calumet friends in New 

England this Columbus Day 

weekend. In case of a pastoral 

emergency, please call Rianne 

at 518.925.0819 who will in turn 

connect you with Pastor John 

Califano, a dear friend of our 

congregation who will be 

covering in Pastor Dustin’s 

absence. 
 

Junior Luther League Event: 

Apple Picking at Bowman 

Orchards 

Sunday, October 8th at 2:00pm 

141 Sugar Hill Road, Rexford, 

NY 12148 

What better way to celebrate 

autumn than by picking apples 

with a bunch of friends? Mark 

your calendars and come 

bring your kids for some great 

fun and fellowship! For more 

information, please speak with 

Kristen Olochnowicz. 
 

Healing Sunday 

Sunday, October 15th at 

10:15am 

Way back in the late 1980s 

when our world was living 

through the worst days of 

HIV/AIDS crisis, a time when 

people were afraid to even 

touch folks afflicted by the 

horrible disease, the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA) urged all of its 

member congregations to 

organize a Healing Service on 

at least an annual basis, 

generally around the 

commemoration day of Saint 

Luke, who was known to be a 

physician on October 18th. In 

the spirit of this initiative and 

building off the ancient 

Christian rituals of prayer, the 

laying on of hands and 

anointing, Healing Sunday is 

now a time at Messiah where 

folks in need of God’s healing 
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in any aspect of their lives can 

be reminded that they are 

sealed by the Holy Spirit and 

marked with the cross of Christ 

forever. Join us for a brief Order 

of Healing with Pastor Dustin 

and Deacon Tom Collins… all in 

the community are invited to 

join us! 
 

Special Meeting of the 

Congregation 

Sunday, October 15th after 

worship 

During our Special Meeting of 

the Congregation we'll hold a 

question and answer period 

and then take an anonymous 

vote on the following: "Messiah 

Lutheran Church welcomes all 

people into full participation in 

the body of Christ without 

regard to race, nationality, 

ethnicity, physical ability, 

marital status, gender identity 

or sexual orientation." Our 

Constitution prevents us from 

voting by-proxy, so please be 

sure to show up next Sunday! If 

anyone has any questions, 

please speak with any member 

of the RIC Taskforce before 

October 15th (Pastor Dustin, 

Dakota Schaffer, Susan 

Schaffer, Molly Karrel, Cheryl 

Borski, Katie Becker, Rich 

Becker, Merle Longwood, & 

Barb Hallett.) 
 

Tops Breast Cancer Awareness 

Event & Fundraiser 

Sunday, October 15th at 

7:00pm 

351 Duanesburg Road 

Rotterdam, New York 12306 

This past week during 

Community Office Hours, 

Pastor Dustin was extended an 

invitation for our entire Spirit 

filled church to participate in a 

community wide Breast 

Cancer Awareness Event & 

Fundraiser. While the event is 

taking place during Breast 

Cancer Awareness month, it’s 

really an opportunity for all folks 

affected by any type of 

cancer to stand together, 

support their loved ones, 

remember those who have 

died, and reflect on how we 

can make strides towards a 

cure. Luminaria bags will be on 

sale for $5 with all proceeds 

going to the American Cancer 

Society and t-shirts will be 

available for purchase as well. 

Especially after a year when so 

many members of Messiah 

have been diagnosed or 

known people diagnosed with 

cancer, this is an important 

local opportunity to work 

towards a cure. If you have any 

questions, please speak with 

Pastor Dustin. 
 

Congregation Council 

Meeting 

Monday, October 16th at 

7:00pm 

We’re nearly a month away 

and there’s already a lot on our 

Council’s agenda! Topics will 

include unpacking our 2018 

Congregational Priorities, eval-

uating our Annual Leadership 

Retreat and next steps 

following our Reconciling in 

Christ (RIC) vote. If you have 

anything you’d like to add to 

the agenda, please speak with 

President Dave Barnett. 
 

 

 

 

Faith for a Fair New York 

Conference 

Tuesday, October 17th - 

Wednesday, October 18th 

United Presbyterian Church, 42 

Chenango Street, Binghamton, 

NY 

The New York Labor-Religion 

Coalition is excited to 

announce the 2017 Faith for a 

Fair New York Conference and 

Poor People’s Campaign Mass 

Meeting will be held October 

17-18 in Binghamton. This year’s 

conference will bring together 

faith, labor and community 

leaders from across New York 

with leaders of the Poor 

People’s Campaign: A 

National Call for Moral Revival, 

including the Rev. Dr. William 

Barber. Cost for the event 

(including food) is $75 + $57.50 

for lodging with scholarships 

available. To find out more 

information click here or go to 

www.laborreligion.org and 

speak with Pastor Dustin… he’s 

going and hopes many other 

folks from Messiah will attend as 

well! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://laborreligion.org/faith-for-a-fair-ny-conference-and-poor-peoples-campaign-mass-meeting/?link_id=0&can_id=ced1682bec8a0d4ab2a47493db5f7f3c&source=email-register-now-2017-faith-for-a-fair-ny-conference-in-binghamton&email_referrer=register-
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Fall Cleanup Day 

Saturday, October 21st at 

9:00am 

So many things have been 

happening at Messiah over this 

past Spring and Summer, 

where do we even begin? We 

have much preparation to do 

in order to get our Church 

ready for colder weather (yes, 

cold weather WILL be coming 

– don’t let the 90-degree 

weather fool you.) Projects will 

include raking, clearing 

gutters, having fun, and a 

million other things. A sign-up 

sheet will soon be on the 

bulletin board in the narthex.  
 

Global Church Sunday w/ 

Guests Harry and Joan 

Thornhill 

Sunday, October 22nd at 

10:15am 

Joan and Harry Thornhill have 

been married for 50 years. Their 

interest in Africa began when 

Harry was a Peace Corps 

Volunteer in Liberia from 1964-

1966 where he taught at a 

Teacher Training Institute. They 

corresponded for two years 

while he was away and 

married the following summer. 

Harry was a Global Studies 

teacher and Joan was a 

Special Education teacher.  

 

In 1980-81 the Thornhills took 

their three sons Sierra Leone for 

one year. They lived on the 

edge of a Wesleyan 

Mission Hospital where Joan 

volunteered while Harry taught 

at a local Secondary School. In 

2004, they went to Ghana as 

volunteer teachers and were 

placed in the Akuffo Tom 

School in the Eastern Region. 

When they left, the school 

asked for help. The Thornhill's 

created a 501 (c) 3 Public 

Charity named "Friends of 

Akuffo Tom School”. They have 

made six trips.  While in Ghana, 

the Thornhills teach, do 

teacher training, develop the 

library, and tutor students. The 

money raised allows them to 

contribute to the physical 

development of the school by 

adding windows, building 

desks and chairs, shipping 

books and educational 

material, bringing electricity to 

the campus, shipping 

computers and developing a 

computer room, shipping a 

school bus, and helping to 

construct a two-story concrete 

building to replace the wood 

clapboard structure formerly 

used. Joan and Harry believe 

that education is the key to 

Peace and Justice. In the 

United States, the Thornhill's 

take part in Peace and Justice 

activities. They attend 

demonstrations and help to 

coordinate conferences 

dedicated to that theme.   

 

Please join us in welcoming the 

Thornhills at Messiah on Global 

Church Sunday – we will surely 

learn a lot from them! 
 

Messiah at Glendale 

Sunday, October 22nd at 

4:00pm 

A new date has been set for 

our Messiah at Glendale 

potluck – October 22nd at 

4:00pm. We will be celebrating 

Al Califano (father of Messiah 

friend Rev. John Califano)’s 

100th birthday! Please come – it 

will be an amazing time! Sign 

up on the narthex bulletin 

board and if you have any 

questions, please speak with 

Care & Concern Committee 

Co-chairs Betsy Ryan and Barb 

Hallett. 
 

Luther League Event: Double M 

Haunted Hayride 

Sunday, October 22nd at 

6:00pm 

Join Messiah’s Luther League 

for frightfully awesome night at 

our classic annual trip to the 

Double M Haunted Hayride! 

Check into the “dangerously 

insane” Last Inn! Watch the 

freaky side show known as the 

Schadenfreude Circus! Escape 

a zombie apocalypse! All for 

the cost of only $10 per 

participant thanks to the 

generous support of our Luther 

League Bottle Fund! Parents 

and friends are invited to 

attend as well! Just RSVP on the 

narthex bulletin board by 

October 15th! 

 

Newsletter Articles Due 

Monday, October 22nd at 

10:00am 

October tends to go by 

quickly, so mark your calendars 

for October 22nd and be sure to 

get your articles in for the 

November Messenger on time! 

As always, a courtesy reminder 

email will be sent out a week in 

advance.  
 

Book Group: Martin Luther: 

Renegade & Prophet 

Monday, October 24th at 

11:00am 

In anticipation of the 500th 

anniversary of Martin Luther 

making public his ninety-five 

theses (not, contemporary 
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historians say, by nailing them 

to the door of the Castle 

Church in Wittenberg, but by 

mailing them to Archbishop 

Albrecht of Mainz), the book 

discussion for October will 

focus on a new biography on 

the reformer. Martin Luther: 

Renegade and Prophet, by 

Lyndal Roper (Random House, 

2016) is the book we will 

discuss. Roper is a distinguished 

historian and the first woman to 

hold the prestigious Regius 

Chair at Oxford University. In 

this biography, she goes 

beyond Luther’s theology to 

investigate the inner life of the 

religious reformer. She writes, “I 

do not wish to idolize Luther or 

to denigrate him; nor do I wish 

to make him consistent. I want 

to understand and make sense 

of the convulsions that he and 

Protestantism unleashed, not 

just in relation to authority and 

obedience, but also in regard 

to the relations between the 

sexes and how men and 

women perceived their 

physical existence.” 

 

Property Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, October 25th at 

7:00pm 

Want to help make Messiah a 

better place? Come join us for 

our monthly property 

committee meeting on 

Wednesday, October 25th at 

7:00pm! We hope to see you 

there! 

November Newsletter 

Released 

Thursday, October 26th 

Check your inboxes for our 

November Messenger which 

will be released on Thursday, 

October 26th! There will surely 

be plenty of news and events 

going on while we prepare for 

Advent and beyond! 

 

CPR and AED Training 

Saturday, October 28th from 

11:00am-1:30pm 

We have a new date set for 

October 28th from 11am-

1:30pm! This is very important 

training – you never know 

when knowledge could be 

what saves a life. Please be 

sure to sign up on the bulletin 

board in the narthex! Unable to 

afford it? Please speak with 

Barb Hallett – a scholarship 

may be available for you. 
 

Reformation Sunday Worship & 

BBQ 

Sunday, October 29th at 

10:15am 

Be sure to check our 2017 

Stewardship Campaign article 

for more details, but this is the 

Sunday every year where we 

prayerfully discern as a Spirit 

filled congregation how God 

might be calling us to dedicate 

our t financial resources to the 

many ministries at Messiah. 

Every congregation member 

will receive an RSVP card for 

the event to be returned by 

Sunday, October 15th. It’s 

important to have an accurate 

count of the number of people 

attending that day as we’ll be 

treated to an incredible 

luncheon catered once again 

by Little John’s BBQ! What is 

extra special about 

Reformation Sunday this year is 

that it's also the 500th 

Anniversary of the Protestant 

Reformation (you’re heard that 

just about 500 times already this 

year, right?) With this in mind, 

there will be extra special 

music played and even a visit 

from our very own Martin and 

Katie Luther who will talk about 

how the Reformation continues 

to impact our life today! Please 

join us! 
 

Reformation Book Fair 

Sunday, October 29th and 

November 5th 

The 500th anniversary of the 

Reformation is fast 

approaching! Do you want to 

learn more about Martin 

Luther, his writings, and their 

impact on Christianity? Do you 

want to reflect on the ongoing 

impact of the Reformation 

today? Stop by our 

Reformation 500 Book Fair in 

the narthex on Sunday, 

October 29th and November 

5th to shop for engaging books 

on the Reformation for readers 

of all ages and interests! Save 

up to 50%, plus receive free 

shipping on all Bookstore titles.  
 

Children's Variety Show 

Sunday, October 29th at 

6:00pm 

Way, way back, Messiah used 

to have an annual Children’s 

Concert. Well, our very own 

Parish Musician and Cantor, 

the one Douglas J. Chilton, is 

bring this tradition back with a 

bit of a contemporary twist.  
 

Regional Food Bank Volunteer 

Opportunity 

Saturday, November 4th from 

9:00am-11:00am 

965 Albany Shaker Road, 

Latham, NY 12110 

On Saturday, November 4th, 

the Social Action Committee 

will have a volunteer 

opportunity at the Regional 



October 2017 
 
 

Page 6 

Food Bank packing food from 

9AM-11AM.  We can only have 

15 people, so if you are 

interested, there will be a sign-

up sheet on the bulletin board. 

Please speak with Judy Becker 

for more information. 
 

All Saints Sunday 

November 5th at 10:15am 

Each year on All Saints Day we 

remember our friends and 

loved ones who are no longer 

with us. On November 5th 

during a special time in the 

worship service we invite you 

and/or your family to come 

forward with a votive candle 

(which we will provide) and 

place it on the table in front of 

the altar. A sheet is on the 

bulletin board to list those 

loved ones who have passed 

away since last year (along 

with their date of death if you 

happen to know it). The names 

of those individuals will be read 

during the prayer and a special 

candle will be lit in their 

memory. 
 

Fall 2017 New Member Class 

Sunday, November 5th 

following worship 

Have you been attending 

Messiah for a while now and 

beginning to think about taking 

the next step in your faith 

journey? Well talk with Pastor 

Dustin or Allison Bode asap 

because enrollment in our Fall 

2017 New Member Class has 

begun! Class takes place on 

Sunday, November 5th as we 

use the promises one makes in 

baptism to learn about both 

our faith and how Messiah 

works. New member 

households are then paired 

with a sponsor family and we 

all gather together for our New 

Member Dinner on 

Wednesday, November 8th. 

New members will then be 

welcomed into our Spirit filled 

community on Sunday, 

November 12th. That’s a lot of 

dates, so if you can’t make 

everything… no worries! Pastor 

Dustin is available for at least 

one makeup conversation per 

household! Finally, if you're a 

current Messiah member and 

would like to serve as a sponsor 

this fall, please speak with 

Pastor Dustin or Allison Bode. 
 

SICM Harvest for the Pantry 

Sunday, November 5th from 

4:00-7:00pm 

First Reformed Church of 

Scotia 

224 North Ballston Ave, Scotia, 

NY 12302 

SICM invites all to their Harvest 

for the Pantry – a dinner to raise 

funds for the SICM Emergency 

Food Pantry featuring 

homemade dinner of either 

chicken parmigiana, beef 

burgundy, or a vegetarian dish; 

a silent auction; pick-a-prize; 

and an evening of fun and 

fellowship to show your support 

for their food pantry. Tickets are 

$30 per person - $25 is eligible 

for GE matching - and are 

available either at the SICM 

office (1055 Wendell Ave, 

Schenectady) or you can 

contact either Nancy Stellrecht 

or Betsy Ryan. We hope to see 

you there! 
 

Worship & Music Committee 

Meeting 

Monday, November 6th at 

7:00pm (Narthex) 

Join us for our last Worship & 

Music Committee meeting of 

the year as we evaluate all our 

fall worship services, plan for 

Advent and Christmas, make 

decisions about the future of 

Coffeehouse Worship and 

more! All are welcome and if 

you have any questions please 

speak with Pastor Dustin or Jill 

Becker. 
 

Faith Formation Committee 

Meeting 

Wednesday, November 8th at 

7:00pm (Sunday School Room) 

Join in our quarterly Faith 

Formation Committee Meeting 

as we evaluate fall program-

ming and gear up for Advent 

and the winter! If you have any 
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questions, please speak with 

Chair Jean Jones. 
 

God's Work Our Hands 

Saturday 

Saturday, November 18th from 

10:00am to 3:00pm 

Keane Elementary School 

1252 Albany Street, 

Schenectady, NY 12304 

This might be over a month 

away, but please be sure to 

sign up for God’s Work Our 

Hands Saturday. ELCA 

congregations nation-wide 

have been participating in 

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 

during these last couple of 

months. This will serve as an 

opportunity for us to explore 

one of the greatest Lutheran 

convictions: “that all of life in 

Jesus Christ – every act of 

service, in every daily calling, in 

every corner of life – flows freely 

from a living, daring 

confidence in God’s grace.” 

We had a great time packing 

food baskets last year with 

them and are so happy to be 

doing it again. Please use the 

side entrance off of the parking 

lot, since the front doors will be 

locked. A sign-up sheet will be 

available soon. For more 

information, please contact 

Judy Becker or Pete Jones. 

 

News You Can Use 
 

Community Office Hours 

Tuesdays, 12:00pm - 2:00pm at 

Tops American Grill, Bakery & 

Bar 

Want to meet up for some 

casual conversation over lunch 

or a cup of coffee? Have a 

faith question or need help 

planning a new ministry or 

event at Messiah? Join Pastor 

Dustin at a local favorite eatery 

of Messiah members, Tops 

American Grill, Bakery & Bar 

here in Rotterdam. He’ll be 

available most Tuesdays from 

12:00pm - 2:00pm, meeting 

with members of the 

congregation and our local 

neighbors alike. Be sure to stop 

by! 
 

Our Confirmation Students Got 

Bibles but Still Need Sponsors! 

Wow… every Sunday evening 

our confirmation class is this 

crazy whirl of fun, faithful 

discussions and just trying to 

work with the sheer number of 

youth and families currently in 

our program (TWELVE). We 

discovered this past month that 

nearly none of our students 

had their own Bibles beyond 

picture-book sort of things, and 

due to a very generous 

donation, all our kids now have 

colaborate teen Bibles to go 

along with their curriculum and 

are LOVING them! That said, as 

of this writing we’re still looking 

for FIVE folks to serve as 

mentors for our confirmation 

students. If you’re interested, 

please speak with Pastor 

Dustin. 

 

Lending Library 

Did you know Messiah has an 

awesome lending library filled 

with books and DVDs 

discussing all sorts of topics 

related to faith and social 

justice? We’re also looking into 

purchasing copies of the 

Lutheran Study Bible in memory 

of all the members and friends 

of Messiah we’ve lost over the 

past year. If you have any 

questions about the library, 

please speak with Faith 

Formation Committee Chair 

Jean Jones. 
 

Subscribe to Living Lutheran 

So, here’s the deal… as just one 

of more than 9,000 member 

congregations of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, there’s a lot of 

awesome things God is up to in 

our wider church. For a variety 

of historical reasons though, 

Messiah (despite being one of 

the fastest growing congre-

gations in our area) is 

unfortunately not all that 

connected to the wider 

church. One way we can 

change that dynamic is by 

subscribing to Living Lutheran 

(formerly the Lutheran 

Magazine). The magazine 

provides inspiring stories, news 

and information, theological 

insights and more. There’s 

actually (little used) funds set 

aside to pay for your 

subscription as a benefit of 

membership at Messiah, but 

you can also contribute the 

$9.00 for an annual 

subscription. If you’re inter-

ested in a monthly paper 

subscription, simply sign-up on 

the bulletin board in the 

narthex. If you’d prefer an 

online subscription, simply 

check out 

http://www.livinglutheran.org/. 

http://www.livinglutheran.org/
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Fall 2017 Stewardship Campaign: Like a Mustard Seed 
 

 
 

The heart overflows with gladness, and leaps and dances for the joy found in God. In this 

experience, the Holy Spirit is active, and has taught us in the flash of a moment the deep secret of 

joy. You will have as much joy and laughter in life as you have faith in God. 

           - Martin Luther 
 

As has become an annual tradition, throughout the month of September we solicited feedback 

from members and friends of our Spirit filled church through our Congregational Priorities Survey. 

Having received roughly thirty responses from member households (we still need to get that 

number up, by the way,) our Stewardship Committee met earlier this week to discern three goals 

for our life together in 2018, and well, here’s what we came up with: 
 

 Develop a comprehensive capital improvement plan for our building, paying special 

attention to issues of accessibility. 

 Create local community service opportunities for people of all ages and strengthen the work 

of the Bread of Life Food Pantry. 

 Grow the relationships and programs necessary to keep our youth involved in our church 

after confirmation. 
 

God is always at work in the Holy Spirit, making all things new, but in order to sustain our current 

ministries and reach the new goals listed above, we need your help! On Reformation Sunday, 

October 29th, 2017, as we celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, all 

members and friends of our Spirit filled church are invited to fill out a pledge card with an estimate 

of expected financial giving in 2018. And then, hey, we celebrate afterwards with an awesome 

catered meal from Little John’s BBQ! 
 

Circumstances always change, of course, which is completely understandable, and it doesn’t cost 

a cent to be a member of Messiah Lutheran Church, but this estimate of financial giving will help 

our Budget & Finance Committee develop a budget for the year ahead that will support the goals 

listed above. Personal pledge & giving information is kept in strict confidence between only the 

Financial Secretary, the President, myself and in a more limited way, our weekly Offering Counters. 
 

Beginning next Sunday, October 9th, every Sunday in the lead up to Reformation Sunday, you’ll be 

hearing from someone in our congregation who’s passionate about the three goals listed above. 

Furthermore, in order to provide an estimate for Little John’s BBQ, we ask that you please returned 

the enclosed RSVP Card to the Parish Administrator’s Office by Wednesday, October 15th. 
 

Thanks so much for all you do to support God’s work at our Spirit filled church following Jesus Christ! 
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OCTOBER MINISTER OF THE MONTH: TAMMI CROWTHER 

 

So, here’s the deal, Tammi Crowther is really, really awesome. She 

just graduated with her Master’s Degree in Marriage and Family 

Therapy after moving to New York about fifteen years ago on a 

whim. She’s always believed that going to church and being part of 

a church community is really important and works really hard to instill 

those values in her children. Tammi even believes that on some level 

she is better axe thrower than her husband, Chip. 

 

Tammi has ministered in so many capacities at Messiah over the 

years, from selecting hymns with the Worship & Music Committee to 

helping as a Substitute Sunday School Leader to singing in the 

Holiday Concert to giving Pastor Dustin all sorts of advice related to 

her experience in social work. 

 

And well, here’s the biggest thing… Tammi is REVOLUTIONIZING our Youth Ministry by coordinating 

The Breakfast Club on Sunday mornings for middle and high schoolers. This provides an opportunity 

for our youth to apply what they’re learning in confirmation class to everyday issues and become 

closer friends with one another. Thank you, Tammi, for all you do!!!! 
 

 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR’S LETTER: Rianne Johnson 

 

Take a look at Pastor Dustin’s letter – I’m going to follow exactly what 

he said! Enjoy some church bulletin bloopers to take up the blank 

space below: 

 

“Low Self-Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 to 8:30p.m. 

Please use the back door.” 

 

“The music for today’s service was all composed by George Friedrich 

Handel in celebration of the 300th anniversary of his birth.” 

 

“The church will host an evening of fine dining, superb entertainment, 

and gracious hostility.” 

 

“For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery down stairs.” 

 

“The Pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the congregation would lend him their electric 

girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday morning.” 

 

“Pastor is on vacation. Massages can be given to church secretary.” 

 

“Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It is a good chance to get rid of those things not worth 

keeping around the house. Bring your husbands.” 

 

“The ushers will light their candle from the pastor's candle. The ushers will turn and light each 

worshipper in the first pew.” 
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PASTOR’S LETTER: REV. DUSTIN G. WRIGHT 
 

So then, a sabbath rest still remains for the people of God; for those 

who enter God’s rest also cease from their labors as God did from 

his. Let us therefore make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one 

may fall through such disobedience as theirs. - Hebrews 4: 9-11 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 

Gosh… what an exciting start of the program year it’s been! On Rally 

Sunday, we had well over one hundred folks attend at least one of 

our two worship services. Every Sunday morning our Breakfast Club youth are having an awesome 

time in the Youth Room and are gathering for some incredibly Spirited confirmation classes in the 

evening! So many new ministries and possibilities are taking shape, from our upcoming Children’s 

Variety Show on October 29th to the celebration of Al Califano’s 100th Birthday during our 

Glendale Gathering on October 22nd, to the initial stages of developing a once-in-a-generation 

Capital Improvement Plan, to journeying towards adopting a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Statement 

on October 15tth, to developing new community service possibilities through our Social Action 

Committee. Even a new septic system for the parsonage is about to be installed after months of 

work! Whew! That’s all awesome, but WOW, it’s a lot! 

 

Here’s the thing though… amidst all the excitement, don’t get burned out either! Right there in the 

first pages of the Bible, the creation story tells us that after God spent six days putting the world 

together, even She had to take a day off! If even God needs a break now and then, and we’re 

created in the image of God, then golly, we have to admit we need to take a breath and get a 

bit grounded too. At one point in putting this newsletter together, it took some work to make sure 

we didn’t have a different Junior Luther League event four weeks in a row haha! 

 

With so much going on in the world, and with our Spirit filled church experiencing so much change, 

even though its nearly all positive, take a Sabbath. Don’t get burned out. We need you as we 

continue ministering and living out God’s purpose for us right here in Rotterdam, to be a Spirit filled 

church following Jesus Christ! 
 

May God’s peace be with you, 

Pastor Dustin 
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PRESIDING BISHOP’S LETTER: REV. ELIZABETH 

EATON 
 

Old recipes are precious things. They give instructions about how to prepare 

a dish, but they are so much more. They are filled with memories. They 

connect families as they are passed from one generation to the next. They 

bring events and people from long ago right into the present. 

I am looking at a recipe card that has that effect on me. It’s my mother’s 

recipe for stuffing for turkey. It’s written in her neat hand—a skill I never 

mastered. It’s a basic recipe, just bread and butter and onions and celery 

and poultry seasoning. I don’t even have to read it now when I make 

stuffing, but I like to look at it because it puts me right back into Thanksgivings 

past. Thanksgiving in our family was an event. The Eatons have been gathering for Thanksgiving 

dinner for nearly 70 years. We traded off between our house and my aunt and uncle’s home. 

When it was our turn we got up early and started cooking. 

Out came the recipes and equipment. There were no food processors in those days. We had a 

cast iron food grinder that clamped on to the edge of the kitchen table. It was kept in its own 

special box. It only made an appearance once a year and its emergence signaled that 

Thanksgiving had arrived. Grinding the celery was no problem. Onions were another story. My 

brothers and I spelled each other at turning the crank until we were overcome by the fumes. 

My parents and my aunt and uncle established this tradition shortly after World War II. We have 

always had three and sometimes four generations present. A lot has gone on in our family and in 

the world these past decades. Marriages, children, moves, deaths, war, recession, elections, the 

’60s. We are a lively bunch and none of us lacks an opinion or the ability to express it. 

Conversations were spirited and sometimes heated. My father and my uncle served in the army 

during World War II. My older brother and older male cousins didn’t support the Vietnam War. We 

belong to different political parties. We are Lutheran and Catholic and members of the Unification 

Church and unchurched. We are liberal and conservative. 

But no matter what, when my mother or my aunt announced, “Supper’s ready,” we all came to 

the table together. We were family, we shared our lives, we loved each other. 

A lot is going on in our church and in the world right now. We are a changing church, which brings 

its own tension. We live in a wired world where news is instantaneous and continuous. We don’t 

agree on everything. We belong to different political parties. We have varied ethnicities. We’re 

liberal and conservative and everything in between. We’re in an “either/or” world. And we are 

contending with cultural forces that exacerbate division. But by the tender love of God, by this 

ceaseless pursuit of the Spirit, we are members of the body of Christ. We are family. We share our 

lives. We love each other. 

Here is another simple recipe: flour, water, wine, the body and blood of Jesus. A meal of healing, 

forgiveness and thanksgiving. No matter what, when our Lord tenderly and urgently invites, 

“Supper’s ready,” we all come to the table. There in our common brokenness we meet each other 

in Christ. 
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 Prayer List 
 

Please Pray for Our members: Bill Becker, Tom Collins, Mary Davis, Dave Ellis, Lore Ellis, Sue Force, Gerald 

Hoffstetter, Marion Lewis, Bob Reisinger, George Small, Theo Wegner. 

Our friends and family: Bonnie Bianchi, Donna Biler, Brendan Bradshaw, Maria Caruso, Ned Cornman, 

Nicholas, Regina & Hudson Davis, Jamie DeCanio, Pat Disbrow Koch, Terri Dufeck, Brittany Ellers, Kathy 

Faina, Florence Friebel, Barb Hamlin, Cindy Heydrick, Margit LaForest, Kathleen LaPointe, Victoria Lindman, 

Syliva MacFarlane, Will Morton, Michael O’Neill, Carol Presley, Alicia Rizzo, John Roberge, Chris Sabatini, 

Nzinga Smith, Kay Snodgrass, Jaxon Stanley, Jason Townsend, Susan White, Carol Winick. 

Our loved ones serving our country and others: Jason Maione, Ken Ryan, Tim Zakriski. 
 

If you have a friend or loved one you would like to add/remove on our prayer list, please email 

Rianne at office@messiahschenectady.org or complete a Prayer Request Card (kept on the Ushers’ 

Table in the back of the Sanctuary) and put it in the Parish Administrator’s mailbox. Thanks! 

September Birthdays 
 

Maria Caruso ......................................... October 1st   

Derrick Schultz ...................................... October 2nd  

Sarah Olochnowicz ............................. October 3rd   

Mark Lavenia ........................................ October 4th  

Billy Olochnowicz ................................. October 4th  

William Fleming .................................... October 6th  

Amanda Kernozek ............................... October 7th  

Sophie Mathis ....................................... October 8th  

Grace Olochnowicz .......................... October 12th  

Ella Roether ......................................... October 13th  

Doug Roether ..................................... October 19th  

Derrick Schultz Jr ................................ October 19th  

Merle Longwood................................. October 21st  

William Snyder III .................................. October 21st  

Mary Lynn Davis .................................October 22nd  

Hilda Hoffstetter ................................. October 23rd  

Lexi Bascom ........................................ October 24th  

Laurie Sefcovic ................................... October 28th  

Sue Force ............................................ October 30th  

Gerald Hoffstetter ............................... October 31st 

 

 

 

September Anniversaries 
Christine & Joe DeMento ................... October 3rd   

Melissa & Marcus DiGiovanni........... October 10th   

Phil & Mary Davis ................................ October 12th   

 
 

 

If we’re missing your birthday or anniversary, or 

have an incorrect date, please let Rianne know 

at office@messiahschenectady.org 

 

Readings for October 
 

October 1st 

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32  

Psalm 25:1-9  

Philippians 2:1-13  

Matthew 21:23-32 

 

October 8th 

Isaiah 5:1-7  

Psalm 80:7-15  

Philippians 3:4b-14  

Matthew 21:33-46 

 

October 15th 

Isaiah 25:1-9  

Psalm 23  

Philippians 4:1-9  

Matthew 22:1-14 

 

October 22nd 

Isaiah 45:1-7  

Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13]  

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10  

Matthew 22:15-22 

 

October 29th  

Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18  

Psalm 1  

1 Thessalonians 2:1-8  

Matthew 22:34-46 

mailto:office@messiahschenectady.org
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Worship Assistants for October 1st – October 29th  

 

 

If you cannot serve as scheduled, please arrange to switch with another worship assistant directly.  

You are more than welcome to sign up in any blank spaces. Thank You! 

 October 1st  October 8th   October 15th   October 22nd   October 29th   

Assisting 
Minister 

Susie Schaffer  Kody Schaffer Pamella Ford Linda Klein 

Acolyte Jesse Mathis Abriel McGuire 
Grace 

Olochnowicz 
Shelby Miller Haileigh Thiessen 

Crucifer Olivia Tedford Hanna Avery Devin Hodoroski Mark Lavenia Olivia Tedford 

Lector Rachel Mathis Rich Stigberg Rich Becker Kristen Olochnowicz Rianne Johnson 

Ushers 
Charlie Zitzmann 

Jim Miller 

Amanda Stigberg 

Kyle Avery 

Paul Bode 

John Crowther 

Cal Insero 

Kendal Fleming 

Phil Davis 

Susan Schaffer 

Greeters 
Beth Waugh 

Marilyn Barnett 

Carly DiSanto 

Barb Sandmeyer 

Nancy Stellrecht 

Allison Bode 

Beth Waugh 

Marilyn Barnett 

Ann Marie Gray 

Rianne Johnson 

Altar Guild 
Dotty Diegel 

Sarah 

Olochnowicz 

Pamella, Ella, & 

Denise 

Joyce Gresham 

Barb Sandmeyer 

Betsy Ryan 

Beth Waugh 
Jill, Linda, & Grace 

Bread Baker Penny Incitti     

Nursery 
Erica Lavenia 

Mark Lavenia 

Diane Fisher 

Hannah Borski 

Kiersten Becker 

Hanna Avery 

Melissa DiGiovanni 

Amaya DiGiovanni 

Molly Karrel 

Hannah Borski 

Announcer Penny Incitti Merle Longwood Dave Barnett Pete Jones Penny Incitti 

Tech Director      
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Parish Calendar for October 2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

9am Adult Ed. & Sunday 

School 

10:15am Service 

11:30am Bread for the 

World Sunday 

1:30pm Memorial Service 

5:30pm Blessing of the 

Animals 

6:30pm Confirmation Class 

Green 

2 

2pm Food 

Providers’ 

Network 

Meeting 

7pm Monday 

Evening 

Crafters 

7pm Outreach 

Committee 

Meeting 

3 

7pm SICM Assembly 

4 

 

5 

6pm Troop 2062 

7pm Choir Practice 

6 7 

 

8 

9am Adult Ed & Sunday 

School 

10:15am Word & Prayer 

2pm Jr. Luther League  

Green 

9 

7pm Monday 

Evening 

Crafters 

10 

12pm Community 

Office Hours 

12pm Executive 

Committee Mtg. 

 

11 

9:30am 

HudMo 

Ministerium 

12 

5:30pm Personnel 

Committee Mtg. 

7:00pm Choir Practice 

13 

 

14 

 

15 

9am Adult Ed & Sunday 

School 

10:15am Healing Service 

11:30am Congregation 

Meeting 

6:30pm Confirmation Class 

Green 

16 

9am Food 

Pantry 

7pm 

Congregation 

Council Mtg. 

7pm Monday 

Evening 

Crafters 

17 

Faith for a Fair NY 

Conference 

 

12pm Community 

Office Hours 

18 

Faith for a 

Fair NY 

Conference 

 

 

19 

6pm Troop 2062 

7pm Choir Practice 

 

20 

 

21 

ELCA Advocacy Fast 

 

9am Fall Cleanup 

Day 

11am Children’s 

Variety Show 

Practice 

6pm Halloween Party 

22 

9am Adult Ed. & Sunday 

School 

10:15am Service 

11:30am Global Church 

Speakers 

4pm Glendale Gathering 

6pm Luther League Hayride 

Green 

23 

November 

Newsletter 

Articles Due 

 

5pm Food 

Pantry 

 

7pm Monday 

Evening 

Crafters 

24 

11am Book 

Discussion 

12pm Community 

Office Hours 

25 

7pm 

Property 

Committee 

Mtg. 

26 

November Newsletter 

Released 

 

7pm Choir Practice 

 

27 

 

28 

11am CPR Training 
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Community Leaders & Contacts 
 

The following contact information is not included in the public version of The Messenger.  
 

Church Officers (Executive Committee) 
President: Dave Barnett 

Vice-President: Christine DeMento 

Secretary: Stacey Hodoroski 

Financial Secretary: Penny Incitti 

Treasurers: Lisa Mell and Pete Jones 

Pastor: Rev. Dustin Wright 
 

Congregation Council 
 

 

*Fulfilling partial term. 

 

Staff 
Rianne Johnson, Parish Administrator: office@messiahschenectady.org 

Doug Chilton, Parish Musician: mrdoug.church@yahoo.com 

Nicole Fatato, Sexton: drumrchic19@yahoo.com 

Dakota Schaffer, Communications Coordinator: dakotaaschaffer@yahoo.com  
 

Name Phone Email Address Term 
Liaison 

Committee 

Penny Incitti 518.461.5499 (m) pennyincitti@gmail.com 15-18 

Stewardship, 

Care & 

Concern, 

Property 

Christine DeMento* 518.569.6002 (m) cdemento@northway.aaa.com 15-18 
Personnel, 

Mutual Ministry 

Pete Jones* 518.867.2489 (m) poppi62@verizon.net 15-18 Social Action 

Lisa Mell 518.355.0942 (m) mlisa942@gmail.com 16-19 
Budget & 

Finance 

Merle Longwood 518.944.4475 (m) longwood@siena.edu 16-19 
Faith 

Formation 

Kiersten Becker* 518.416.5651 (m) kiersten.becker@guilderlandschools.net 16-19 
Kitchen & 

Outreach 

Dave Barnett 518.281.9676 (m) pdavidbarnett@gmail.com 17-20 Audit 

Jackie DeTeso 518.788.8222 (m) meema8@nycap.rr.com 17-20 
Worship & 

Music 

Stacey Hodoroski 518.986.5998 (m) shodoroski@hotmail.com 17-20 Historian 

Rev. Dustin Wright 603.953.8782 (m) pastor@messiahschenectady.org N/A N/A 

mailto:office@messiahschenectady.org
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Committee Chairs, Organization Chairs and Other Appointed Leaders 
 

Committee / 
Position 

Chair/ Leader(s) Phone Email Address 

Audit Neal Fisher 518.355.5193 (h) Nfisher1@nycap.rr.com 

Budget & Finance Kristie Becker 518.469.4817 (m) kristiebecker032801@gmail.com 

Care & Concern Betsy Ryan 518.847.6111 (m) qwilll@yahoo.com 

HudMo Conference 

Assembly Delegates 

Rianne Johnson 

Susie Schaffer 

518.925.0819 (m) 

518.813.0930 (m) 

office@messiahschenectady.org 

susanschaffer03@icloud.com 

Executive Dave Barnett 518.281.9676 (m) pdavidbarnett@gmail.com 

Faith Formation Jean Jones 518.370.3226 (h) dodgerjones@yahoo.com 

Historian Susie Schaffer 518.813.0930 (m) susanschaffer03@icloud.com 

Junior Luther League Kristen Olochnowicz 518.378.0756 (m) krispeno@gmail.com 

Kitchen 
Rich Becker 

Karen Kreischer 

518.461.0034 (m) 

518.785.9723 (h) 

richbecker2340@gmail.com 

no email 

Luther League Rachel Mathis 518.788.8221 (m) Racheldmathis@gmail.com 

Men’s Group Phil Davis 518.365.2834 (m) pdavis03@nycap.rr.com 

Mutual Ministry Christine DeMento 518.569.6002 (m) cdemento@northway.aaa.com 

Outreach 
Molly Karrel 

Tom Collins 

518.878.9338 (m) 

518.605.1304 (m) 

relyeam@hotmail.com 

collinscomm@gmail.com 

Personnel Pamella Ford 917.414.9790 (h) pfordny@aol.com 

Property 
Rich Stigberg 

Charlie Zitzmann 

518.895.8137 (m) 

518.366.0150 (m) 

dickiestiggs@hotmail.com 

zitzmann1@aol.com 

SICM Delegates 
Nancy Stellrecht 

Betsy Ryan 

518.630.5299 (m) 

518.847.6111 (m) 

nancywestervelt@yahoo.com 

qwilll@yahoo.com 

Social Action Judy Becker 518.374.5104 (h) wbecker001@nycap.rr.com 

Stewardship VACANT VACANT VACANT 

Sunday School 

Superintendent 
Cheryl Borski 518.429.6955 (m) cborski@transtechsys.com 

Upstate NY Synod 

Assembly Delegates 

Rianne Johnson 

Penny Incitti 

518.925.0819 (m) 

518.461.5499 (m) 

office@messiahschenectady.org 

pennyincitti@gmail.com 

WELCA Jill Becker 518.357.9875 (m) jb@hrfmlaw.com 

Worship & Music Pastor Dustin 603.953.8782 (m) pastor@messiahschenectady.org 

Young Adult Group Rianne Johnson 518.925.0819 (m) office@messiahschenectady.org 

 



 
 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
2850 Guilderland Avenue 
Schenectady, NY 12306 
 
www.messiahschenectady.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Our purpose is to be a Spirit filled church following Jesus Christ. 

We will welcome all people into our fellowship so that we may all worship, praise, 

sing together and learn from one another.  With Jesus as our example we will spread 

the Word of God. 
 

Please join us for Sunday Worship at 10:15am & 6:00pm 

Pastor 
Rev. Dustin G. Wright 

Community Office Hours: 

Tues. 12p - 2p 

 

Parish Administrator 
Rianne Johnson 

Office Hours: 

Mon. 8a-2p  

Tues. & Thurs. 4p-7p 

 

Council President 
Dave Barnett 


