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Community Events 
 

All Saints Sunday 

Sunday, November 3rd at 

10:15am 

Each year on All Saints Day we 

celebrate the lives of our 

friends and loved ones who 

have died. On November 3rd 

we invite you and your family 

to come forward with a votive 

candle (which we will provide) 

and place it on the table in 

front of the altar. A sheet is on 

the Worship & Music bulletin 

board in the narthex to list 

those loved ones who have 

passed away since last year 

(along with their date of death 

if you happen to know it). The 

names of those individuals will  

 

be read during the prayer and 

a special candle will be lit in 

their memory. We believe in 

Holy Communion that we enter 

into community with Christ and 

all the saints throughout all time 

and space. Therefore, if you'd 

like to bring in a memento or a 

framed picture of a loved one 

on All Saints Sunday, space will 

be provided along our altar 

rails for the presence of all our 

loved who have died but are 

still with us in Christ to be 

remembered. 
 

Fall Community Work Day 

Sunday, November 3rd 

following worship 

Upon reviewing our old annual 

reports from the 1990s, it was  

 

repeatedly mentioned way 

back then that "both fall and 

spring cleanup days were 

sparsely attended." Things 

haven't gotten much better in 

the last twenty-five years, so 

this fall our Property Team is 

trying something new to make 

sure it's not just a few folks 

doing all of the work necessary 

to get our facilities and grounds 

ready for the winter. On 

November 3rd after worship 

we'll spend a couple hours 

raking up leaves, washing 

windows, putting our harvest 

garden to bed for the winter 

and doing all the other things 

necessary this time of year. 

Please sign-up on the 

Fellowship bulletin board in the 
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narthex or on Realm and join us 

in working together in Spirit 

filled community! 
 

ELCA Youth Gathering Meet Up 

Sunday, November 3rd at 

4:00pm 

Lutheran Church of the Good 

Shepherd 

547 Saratoga Road in 

Glenville, New York 

We had a great turnout at our 

first youth meet up for the ELCA 

Youth Gathering last month 

and in November our friends at 

Good Shepherd are hosting! If 

you or your youth will be 

entering high school, in high 

school, or graduating from high 

school in the spring of 2021, this 

meet up is for you! Here more 

about the youth gathering as 

we enjoy some tasty snacks, 

play some games and build 

community with our friends at 

Good Shepherd and Our 

Redeemer Lutheran churches. 

There's conversation about this 

becoming a permanent 

regional youth group as 

well! Please sign-up on the 

Fellowship bulletin board in the 

narthex or on Realm and if you 

have any questions please 

speak with Pastor Dustin. 
 

Veterans' Day Service of Holy 

Communion 

Sunday, November 10th at 

10:15am 

Join us for our third annual 

Veterans' Day Service where 

we honor the brave women 

and men who’ve given up so 

much to keep us safe. The 

service will feature special 

prayers, brief remarks from 

local vets and a chance to 

honor all who’ve served in our 

congregation. Everyone 

attending is also invited to 

bring a picture of a vet they'd 

like to honor to be displayed in 

our sanctuary. Pictures will be 

returned after the service. All 

from the community are 

welcome and be sure to bring 

a friend or neighbor! 
 

Fall 2019 New Member Class 

Sunday, November 10th 

following worship 

Have you been attending 

Messiah for a while now and 

beginning to think about taking 

the next step in your faith 

journey? Well talk with Pastor 

Dustin asap because 

enrollment in our Fall 2019 New 

Member Class has begun! The 

class takes place on Sunday, 

November 10th as we use the 

promises one makes in baptism 

to learn about both our faith 

and how Messiah works. New 

member households are then 

paired with a sponsor family 

and we all gather together for 

our New Member Dinner on 

Wednesday, November 20th. 

New members will then be 

welcomed into our Spirit filled 

community on Christ the King 

Sunday, November 24th. We'd 

love for you to officially be a 

part of our Spirit filled 

congregation grounded in 

Jesus Christ! 

 

 

 

 

SiCM Assembly 

Tuesday, November 12th at 

7:00pm 

Niskayuna Reformed Church 

3041 Troy Schenectady Road 

in Niskayuna, New York 

This one's big! Pastor Dustin has 

been chairing an Ad-Hoc 

Interfaith Task Force exploring 

the possibility of SiCM 

becoming an interfaith 

organization since the summer 

and at this meeting we'll be 

discussing the results of their 

conversations with potential 

interfaith partners and 

presenting a process in order to 

make a final decision in 

January. As Messiah has been 

leading the way on this 

important effort, it'll be 

important that we show up in 

numbers to be a part of the 

conversation! 
 

Community Meditation Hour 

Continuing Thursday, 

November 14th at 6:00pm 

As an experiment a few months 

back we held a community 

meditation hour where folks 

Despite having some cruddy 

weather, our blessing of the 

animals was a great success! 

Pictured above: Hannah B. & 

her cat! 
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gathered together, partici-

pated in a beautiful guided 

meditation session and then 

just spent time quietly talking 

about their week together. 

With such a positive response, 

we've decided to begin 

holding community meditation 

hours every other week before 

choir practice. Sessions will 

often be led by Steve Friebel 

using a wonderful pre-written 

meditation, but Pastor Dustin 

and others may often lead the 

sessions as well. If you have any 

questions, please speak with 

Pastor Dustin or Steve Friebel.  
 

Paris to Pittsburgh Film 

Screening 

Saturday, November 16th from 

5:30pm - 8:30pm 

First Reformed Church of 

Schenectady 

8 North Church Street in 

Schenectady, New York 

The climate for change is now! 

Join our friends at First 

Reformed for a viewing of the 

new film "Paris to Pittsburgh" 

about how the all-American 

town of Pittsburgh, PA is 

addressing climate change. 

The film is directed National 

Geographic filmmaker Sidney 

Beaumont and following the 

film there will be pizza, a tour of 

First Reformed's green facility 

and lively discussion! If you 

have any questions, please 

speak with Creation Care 

Chair Kären Telfeyan! 
 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation Sunday 

Sunday, November 17th at 

10:15am 

Seven of our youth, Logan, 

Hannah B., Hannah C., Jesse, 

Tyler, Kyle, Abriel have been 

hard at work over the last two 

and a half years learning about 

the Bible and Lutheran 

traditions, growing in their faith, 

serving their community and 

connecting with their church. 

On this very special Sunday 

please join us as we confirm 

God’s promises made to them 

in baptism and welcome them 

as full adult members of our 

Spirit filled congregation! 

Book Club: Long Walk to Water 

Tuesday, November 19th at 

11:00am 

Long Walk to Water is a short 

novel written by Linda Sue Park 

and published in 2010. It 

includes the true story of Salva 

Dut, a part of the Dinka tribe 

and a Sudanese Lost Boy, and 

the fictional story of Nya, a 

young village girl that was a 

part of the Nuer tribe. Park used  

 

 

this book as a platform to 

support Dut's program, Water 

for South Sudan. Please join us 

in discussing how God is at 

work in the difficult issue of 

water access throughout the 

world! 
 

WELCA Pie Baking 

Friday, November 22nd at 

9:00am 

Many hands make light work, 

so please feel free to join us on 

Friday, November 22nd at 9:00 

a.m. when we will gather to 

make these delicious 

masterpieces. Bring your 

favorite knife and/or apple 

peeler. Don’t forget, all pies 

must be pre-ordered (and pre-

paid for) by Sunday, 

November 17, 2019.  All pies 

are $10 and will be available 

for pick up on Sunday, 

November 24, 2019. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks 

to Rev. 

Jonathan 

Vanderbeck 

and Trinity 

Reformed for 

joining us for 

World 

Communion 

Sunday! 

Also pictured: 

Pamella Ford 

and Pastor 

Dustin 
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Thanksgiving Basket Packing 

with Concerned for the Hungry 

Saturday, November 23rd from 

8:00am to 5:00pm 

Keane Elementary School 

1252 Albany Street, Sch’dy  

This might be over a month 

away, but please be sure to 

sign up for Thanksgiving Basket 

Packing with Concerned for 

the Hungry! This will serve as an 

opportunity for us to explore 

one of the greatest Lutheran 

convictions: “that all of life in 

Jesus Christ – every act of 

service, in every daily calling, in 

every corner of life – flows freely 

from a living, daring 

confidence in God’s grace.” 

We had a great time packing 

food baskets over the last few 

years and are so happy to be 

doing it again. Please use the 

side entrance off of the parking 

lot, since the front doors will be 

locked. Please sign-up on the 

Social Action bulletin board in 

the narthex or on Realm and if 

you have any questions please 

speak with Social Action Chair 

Pete Jones. 
 

 

 

 

 
3rd Annual Charlie Brown 

Family Thanksgiving Party 

Sunday, November 24th at 

11:30am 

Come one, come all to our 3rd 

Annual Charlie Brown 

Thanksgiving Party! Friends of 

all ages are invited to stick 

around after worship and enjoy 

some gratitude filled 

community over a delicious 

feast prepared just like Snoopy! 

In addition to all sorts of fun and 

games we may do a small 

service project and will 

definitely view the classic 

"Charlie Brown's Thanksgiving." 

Then, just like a classic family 

Thanksgiving weekend, we'll 

wrap up the afternoon with the 

starting to set up decorations 

for Advent! If you have any 

questions, please speak with 

Kristen Olochnowicz. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 

with Schenectady Clergy 

Against Hate 

Sunday, November 24th at 

6:00pm 

Unitarian Universalist Society of 

Schenectady 

1221 Wendell Avenue in 

Schenectady, New York 

Join us for our third annual 

Schenectady Clergy Against 

Hate Interfaith Thanksgiving 

Service! Worship will begin at 

6:00pm and will feature an 

interfaith choir this year (please 

speak w/ Pastor Dustin if you're 

interested in singing). The 

service will feature prayers, 

music and small group 

conversation amongst folks of 

all faith traditions that call 

Schenectady home. And 

without a doubt, a DELICIOUS 

dinner will follow! Everything 

should be over by 8:00pm in 

order to make the event more 

family friendly! Please join us! 
 

Advent Worship at Messiah 

Beginning Sunday, December 

1st at 10:15am 

Advent, a time of preparation 

for Christmas and the coming 

of Christ, is a beloved season at 

Messiah. As we navigate such 

divisive times as a community, 

we'll be reflecting on how the 

season's four universal themes 

of hope, peace, joy and love 

can bring us all together. Each 

Sunday we'll worship through a 

beautifully adapted version of 

Holden Evening Prayer, 

celebrate as a different 

Messiah family leads us in the 

lighting of the Advent 

Our 55 and over 

group had a 

terrific time at 

Maxons! Keep 

an eye out for 

their next 

outing, you’re 

bound to have 

a great time! 
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Wreath, gather round God’s 

table in Holy Communion and 

be visited by a different “saint” 

during a very special 

children’s sermon skit series. 

Stay tuned to our newsletter 

next month and online in the 

meantime for more details 

about each Sunday! 
 

SiCM Assembly 

Tuesday, December 3rd at 

6:00pm 

First Reformed Church of 

Schenectady 

8 North Church Street, 

Schenectady, New York 

Be sure to join our siblings in 

faith in celebrating another 

wonderful year of ministry with 

Schenectady Community 

Ministries! Our annual potluck 

dinner is absolutely delicious 

and we'll be giving out our 

annual community service 

awards as well! All are 

welcome! 
 

December Newsletter Articles 

Due 

Tuesday, December 3rd by 

11:59pm 

Ah, the end of the year is finally 

approaching! Although many 

events in December are 

already in our November 

newsletter, yes we will still be 

releasing a newsletter next 

month and yes, it is super 

important to get all articles in 

on time! A reminder will be sent 

out two weeks before the due 

date because of Thanksgiving.  

 

 

 

 

Mary's Song: A Musical 

Journey through Advent 

Wednesday, December 4th, 

11th & 18th at 6:30pm 

Be sure to join Pastor Dustin and 

Mr. Doug for a renewed annual 

tradition at Messiah... mid-

week Advent gatherings! Each 

week we'll start off by lighting 

the Advent wreath in our 

Fellowship Hall decked out for 

the season with a brief time of 

contemplative prayer. We'll 

then spend most of the hour 

with Mr. Doug teaching a 

master class on Ave Maria and 

various portions of Mary's Song 

from Luke 1, a song we sing 

each Sunday during Advent. 

Hot mulled cider and light 

snacks will be provided! Come 

and slow down in Spirit filled 

community for an hour during 

a busy time of year! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December Newsletter 

Released 

Wednesday, December 4th 

As long as all articles are in on 

time, our newsletter will be 

released at some point on 

Wednesday, December 4th! 

Keep an eye out for it in the 

mail or come pick it up at 

church on Sunday, December 

8th.  
 

Help-Portrait Schenectady 

Saturday, December 7th from 

10:00am - 1:00pm 

Come celebrate the season by 

providing free framed portraits 

for our neighbors in need along 

with local photographers, hair 

stylists and makeup artists! We'll 

also provide snacks with Santa, 

storytelling and holiday crafts 

for all ages. Join the 

international movement with 

local impact and build some 

community with us this holiday 

season! Please sign up on the 

narthex bulletin board to 

volunteer! We generally need 

around 35 volunteers to pull off 

this major event with a goal of 

 

Word on the 

street is that 

Hannah C. 

isn’t afraid of 

anything! Our 

older youth 

had a pretty 

good time at 

Double M 

Haunted 

Hayrides! Also 

pictured: 

Hannah’s 

friend. 
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providing 100 local folks with 

portraits. We’re also looking for 

cookie bakers for our cookie 

decorating station at Help-

Portrait. We would like sugar 

cut-outs without 

frosting.  Doesn’t matter how 

many and if you make them 

early, bring them to church 

and we will freeze them until 

needed. Please see Judy 

Becker with any questions on 

cookies and otherwise please 

speak with Pastor Dustin. 
 

Community Christmas Concert 

Sunday, December 8th at 

6:00pm 

A concert filled with music of 

the season will be held on 

Sunday, December 8, 2019 at 

6:00 p.m., featuring Doug 

Chilton, Jill Becker and Kristen 

Olochnowicz, along with some 

very special guests. Of course, 

refreshments will follow. Invite 

all of your friends and family for 

a wonderful festive evening. A 

free will offering will be 

collected with the proceeds 

going to help support our 

continuing partnership with the 

MohonCARES Anchor Room.  If 

you wish to participate in the 

concert, please sign up on the 

sheet on the bulletin board 

by November 17, 2019.  If you 

wish to have Mr. Doug 

accompany you, please have 

your music to him by no later 

than November 24, 2019. 
 

Ministry Team 
Meetings 

 

Communications Ministry 

Team 

Monday, November 4th at 

6:00pm 

Like the name change? Our 

Outreach Committee has now 

become the Communications 

Ministry Team, as it better 

describes the goals and mission 

behind this group. Advent is 

one our best outreach 

opportunities of the year where 

we can share Christ's universal 

message of hope, peace, joy 

and love! Join us as we plan 

out how to spread the Good 

News and help everyone in our 

Spirit filled community invite 

new folks to church. If you have 

any questions, please speak 

with Comm. Co-Chairs Molly 

Karrel and Tom Collins. 
 

Worship & Music Team 

Meeting 

Monday, November 4th at 

7:00pm 

This is going to be a very jam-

packed conversation! Join us 

as we evaluate special services 

we’ve had over the past 

month, explore ways to 

navigate Veterans Day from a 

nonpartisan faith perspective, 

gear up for Confirmation 

Sunday, plan out another 

cherished Advent season, 

Christmas, and begin looking 

forward to the new year – and 

much more! All are welcome 

to attend and if you have any 

questions, please speak with 

Rianne Johnson or Jill Becker. 
 

Faith Formation Team Meeting 

Sunday, November 10th at 

4:30pm 

From reviewing the start of 

Sunday school, finalizing long 

term plans for a high school 

youth group in partnership with 

other local Lutheran 

congregations to developing a 

winter Adult Vacation Bible 

School, we have a lot to talk 

about! If you have any 

questions, would like to join the 

group, or would like something 

added to the agenda, please 

speak with Chair Ibrahím 

Pedriñán. 
 

Budget & Finance Team 

Meeting 

Wednesday, November 13th 

at 7:00pm 

A main goal of our Budget & 

Finance Team is to get our 

financial reporting in line with 

Generally Accepted Accoun-

 

Nothing like 

commemorating 

Reformation 

Sunday with a 

chicken dinner! 

We had such a 

great turnout 

and have very 

good news as a 

result – check it 

out futher below 

in the newsletter! 

Pictured: Dick, 

Amanda, Rich, 

and Kyle! 
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ting Practices in anticipation of 

future grant applications for 

our community center. If you'd 

like to join this important 

ministry team, please speak 

with Chair Kristie Becker! 
 

Congregation Council 

Tuesday, November 18th at 

7:00pm 

From wrapping up our 

Strategic Planning to adopting 

a new Personnel Policy, 

improving our financial 

reporting process and more, 

we'll have a lot to talk about! If 

you have anything you'd like to 

add to the agenda, please 

speak with President Pete 

Jones. 

Fall Calendar Meeting 

Sunday, December 1st at 

11:30am 

This will be a VERY important 

calendar meeting so we're 

giving plenty of notice! In 

addition to our regular 

scheduling, we'll be laying out 

our new meeting structure and 

schedule with our five ministry 

teams and sub groups. Ministry 

team chairs and all lay leaders 

are strongly encouraged to 

attend! 
 

Worship & Music Team 

Meeting 

Monday, December 2nd at 

7:00pm 

We’re now into Lectionary Year 

A – the year of St. Matthew - 

and Advent has begun! Yes, 

we still have much to discuss as 

we finalize details before 

Christmas Eve, Lessons and 

Carols, Epiphany, and Calumet 

Sunday quickly approaches. 

This meeting should hopefully 

be less information-packed 

than November, but is equally  

 
as important. Please join us! For 

more information or any 

comments on what you 

like/dislike/want to see more 

of, you are more than invited to 

speak with Rianne Johnson or 

Jill Becker – we LOVE 

feedback! 
 

News You Can Use! 
 

Volunteers Needed!! 

Golly, in our rapidly growing 

congregation, we're always in 

need of all sorts of help to 

support our many new and 

existing ministries. If you'd like to 

volunteer, please speak with 

Pastor Dustin! Here's just a few 

keys areas where assistance is 

needed. 

 Nursery Coordinator 

 Nursery Leaders 

 Fellowship Ministry Team 

Chair 

 Tech Czar Worship 

Leaders 

 Snow Shovelers 

 Personnel Team 

Members 

 Communications Team 

Members 
 
 

 

Mohonasen Anchor Room 

Collection Update 

This fall our High School Youth 

are leading a collection of 

rarely donated new 

undergarments for the 

Mohonasen High School 

Anchor Room. With the free 

and reduced lunch rate 

currently at 45% in the district, 

many of our local young 

people are in great need and 

our goal is to reach 1250 items 

this year! Here's what is 

currently needed as specified 

by our partners at Mohonasen 

CSD: 

 Men's Socks: white & black 

short socks, variety of color 

crew socks, some dress socks 

 Women's Socks: variety of 

color short and crew socks, 

fuzzy bootie socks 

 Men's Underwear: mostly 

boxers and boxer briefs size 

small to XXL 

 Women's Underwear: mostly 

bikini and thong styles size 

small to XXL 

Regardless of if 

you’re a lifelong 

member or a 

newcomer, 

Messiah has a spot 

for you both at 

God’s table and 

our fellowship hall 

table! 
 

Pictured: The 

Barnetts, Keenans, 

Charlie Zitzmann, 

and Crystal M. 
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 Bras: mostly sports bras and 

some regular bras size small 

to XXL 

All items can be placed in the 

container labeled "Mohon-

CARES Undergarment Coll-

ection" and we especially 

need more men's items. We're 

about 1/3rd of the way 

towards reaching our goal by 

our Community Christmas 

Concert on December 8th! If 

you have any questions, 

please speak with Jesse Mathis. 
 

Communications 

Team Update 

Messiah will be participating 

yet in another year in the 

Festival of Trees, located at the 

Schenectady County Historical 

Society. Messiah’s tree theme 

will be “Reasons for the 

Season”. In the Narthex over 

the next couple of weeks, there 

will be paper ornaments for 

you to write your reason for the 

Advent season coming up. Our 

mission is for everyone or family 

to have one hanging on our 

tree. Additionally, we're hoping 

to revamp our website by early 

2020! 
 

Food Pantry Team Update 

We are on our way to being 

open another day a month! 

We believe it will be 

the 3rd Saturday of each 

month and will be run by Jill 

Becker. We hope this will be 

helpful to our working clients 

who are experiencing food 

insecurities. We are hoping for 

a couple of grants to help us 

out. We just received a small 

grant from the EFS funds, which 

will allow us to purchase some 

additional Stewarts milk cards. 

We are also looking into joining 

the Food Pantries of the 

Capital District. They would be 

helpful to us in so many 

ways.  One of which will be to 

pick up and deliver our orders 

from the Regional Food Bank. 
 

Care & Concern Team Update 

Seventeen care cards have 

been sent out this month. 

Furthermore, the team is 

exploring the possibility of 

providing workshops for 

families with members dealing 

with addiction early next year. 
 

Social Action Team Update 

The next project for Social 

Action will be the sorting of 

food at Concerned For the 

Hungry's Thanksgiving Food 

Drive on Saturday, November 

23rd.  We will have the Carrot, 

Onion and Potato stations 

once again so we need many 

hands, especially younger 

hands. Volunteers are also 

encouraged to bring wagons 

to use in going through the line 

with boxes to get filled.   We will 

be there from 9:00am until 

about 4:00pm in the afternoon. 

Sign-up sheet will go up in early 

November. We are also in the 

planning stages of our Help 

Project again this year. For 

those of you who don't know 

what that means; we invite 

people in need to come in and 

have their family's pictures 

taken free of charge. The 

pictures are printed out and 

framed and then given to 

each family. This year's event 

will take place on Saturday, 

December 7th. We are looking 

for a second photographer, 

volunteers to help in the Arts & 

Crafts area and the make-

up/hair stations.  The event will 

run from 10am to 1pm and we 

hope to complete about 100 

pictures.  If you are interested 

in helping, please let Pete 

Jones know, 518-867-2489. 
 

The donations from the 

Christmas Concert this year are 

to benefit the Mohonasen 

Cares Program.  In connection 

with that program, we are still 

collecting underwear, bras 

and socks to also be donated 

to them.  Keep bringing these 

items as the collection will be 

winding up in the upcoming 

months. We have also 

scheduled another time to sort 

food at the Regional Food 

Drive. We must have at least 20 

volunteers to make it 

worthwhile to run this event so 

when the sign-up sheet 

appears in Realm and in the 

narthex. For now, save the 

date of January 4, 2020, 1-

3pm. In the next few weeks, we 

will be setting up our mitten 

tree in the Narthex to collect 

mittens and gloves to be 

donated to the City Mission., 

Please watch for that and help 

us out if you are able. 
 

Financial Stewardship Update 

Our response to this year’s Fall 

2019 Financial Stewardship 
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Campaign so far has 

been overwhelming! Based on 

results from Reformation 

Sunday so far, we have 35 

families making a financial 

pledge for 2019, including 13 

increases and 10 new pledges 

for total increase of $15,460!!! If 

we close out this year strong, 

we’ll break even, and thus 

we should be able to make 

significant investments to 

strengthen a variety of ministry 

areas next year. That said, we 

currently have 17 families who 

pledged for 2018 but not yet for 

2019. If you’re either one of 

those families or are 

considering pledging for the 

first time, please either will out a 

pledge card and put it in the 

Stewardship mailbox or simply 

contact our Financial 

Secretary Penny Incitti. All 

pledge information is kept 

strictly confidential between 

the Financial Secretary, the 

President and the Pastor. And 

most importantly, thank you so 

very much for your continued 

support of our ministries here at 

Messiah! 
 

Fellowship Update... Weekly 

Coffee Hour! 

Golly we need to get to know 

one another better in our 

rapidly growing community! 

With that in mind our 

Congregation Council will be 

setting up an experimental 

coffee hour every week after 

worship that we don't already 

have something else going on 

(not many this time of year). If it 

goes well, we'll figure out a 

plan for the work behind this 

important time together to 

spread amongst all our ministry 

teams in 2020. Please join us 

upstairs in the fellowship hall for 

this brief but important time of 

being together! 

Give Hope this Advent! 

This Advent we’ll offer our members and friends a wide variety 

of ways to give hope to those in need. Let's also mention that 

especially given our new furnace and perhaps additional 

capital expenses next year, we want to emphasize these are 

simply OPTIONS for giving as you feel called this Advent. If 

there's a particular cause that doesn't excite you as much, no 

worries at all! 
 

Reverse Advent Calendar 

This year we will again be donating to the Bread of Life Food 

Pantry through our “Reverse Advent" Project.  How it works is 

we have bags and a sheet of food pantry products that we 

give out and ask that you would donate a food item to that 

bag for each day of Advent. Advent begins on December 1st 

and ending on Christmas Eve. Bags will be available on 

November 24th and December 1st. On December 22nd, the 

final Sunday of Advent, all families participating will be invited 

to bring up their bags to the Table during the offering. You can 

also drop off your bags on Christmas Eve or on December 29th 

as well! 
 

MohonCares 

In lieu of our annual adopt a family program we're excited to 

announce a new partnership with the Mohonasen Central 

School District! The freewill offering from our Annual 

Community Christmas Concert will benefit the MohonCares 

Clothing Closet program this year, but if you can't make it on 

December 8th, feel free to put a check in the offering plate 

with "MohonCares" in the memo line! 
 

City Mission of Schenectady & ELCA World Hunger Giving Tree 

Our narthex Christmas tree will once again be decorated with 

ornaments from ELCA World Hunger. Each ornament will have 

a different dollar amount and the type of animal you could 

buy for a needy family with that level of contribution. Simply 

put a check in the offering plate for that amount with "ELCA 

World Hunger" in the memo line. You can also add to the 

giving tree this year by donating new hats, scarves and mittens 

to be donated to the City Mission of Schenectady. 

 

Give hope, this Advent, at Messiah! 
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Greening of the Church 

AFTER worship on Christ the King Sunday, the last Sunday of the church year, we'll begin slowly 

decorating our church building throughout the Season of Advent in the run up to Christmas Eve... 

it's like the entire church becomes a life size Advent Calendar! Every Sunday after worship we'll 

need help setting up the following items: 

 

Sunday, November 24th 

At the tail end of our Charlie Brown Thanksgiving Party help us set up our Narthex Giving Tree, put 

up the Advent Wreath, an Advent Banner and additional Advent decorations (blue bows) outside 

of our church building. 

 

Sunday, December 1st 

While our ministry team leaders are in our semi-annual calendar meeting, please help us set up our 

Sanctuary Tree (decorated with a blue Advent tuelle), Nursery Tree and Nativity Scene. Many 

thanks to Jody Fleming as well who will also decorate our Fellowship Hall around this time! 

 

Sunday, December 8th 

This one's easy! Help us put bows on the candles sconces in the sanctuary. 

 

Sunday, December 15th 

While our youth spend time painting scenes for our annual Christmas Children's Programme, help us 

hang our handmaid crimsons on our Sanctuary Tree and hang our Christmas Wreath outside. 

 

Sunday, December 22nd 

As the reception after our Christmas Children's Programme wraps up, help us hang our sanctuary 

Christmas Wreath and change all our bows to red for Christmas Eve! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of our hayride group regaining their composure 

after a terrifying trip through some haunted houses at 

Double M. Pictured: Pete, Rianne, Ibrahim, Betsy, Izzy, 

and Abriel! 

How can you not include a picture of a 

dog in a newsletter? Even some of our 

animals had a great time at our annual 

Blessing of the Animals – be sure to 

come next year! 



November 2019 
 
 

Page 11 

 

Messiah in Your Lifetime Campaign Update 

The campaign to upgrade our building in a way that will serve all the people of Messiah 

throughout their lifetimes is continuing at a rapid pace! Our Capital Appeal Task Force will be 

interviewing one final potential campaign consultant soon and be able to make a 

recommendation to the Congregation Council shortly thereafter. Our Grant Writing Task Force has 

been hard at work building a wide variety of community contacts and potential funding streams. 

We'll also hear from the ELCA this coming month whether our food pantry has a received a close 

to $30,000 Domestic Hunger Grant! Our Solar Energy Task Force has been hard at work as well and 

will soon make a recommendation to the Congregation Council about which local solar farm to 

purchase energy from, both saving Messiah considerable funds and helping us better care for 

God's creation. At our 2018 Annual Meeting of the Congregation, Bill Becker offered a resolution to 

begin this campaign process that was unanimously adopted. It's pretty amazing that only two short 

years later at our 2020 Annual Meeting of the Congregation (February 2nd after worship), we will 

have all the necessary information to decide whether or not we would like to move forward with 

making our building fully accessible. Many, many thanks to everyone on all our task forces assisting 

in this work. 

 

In the shorter term, the Congregation voted last month to install a new high efficiency furnace and 

air conditioning system in our sanctuary before cold weather sets in. This should immediately help 

us save on our heating bills. The good news is Adams Heating and Cooling will be installing that 

system the first week of November! The not as good news is we have to pay for it. Currently, as 

requested by the Congregation, we have pulled $10,000 from our Doremus Emergency Fund to 

fully pay for the project. Some members have expressed a strong desire to immediately pay back 

those emergency funds. Others have voiced the concern that especially over the holidays and 

ahead of whatever we decide to do on accessibility early next year, that's a great deal to ask of 

the families of Messiah. Our Congregation Council has decided to move forward in a way that 

bridges both of those legitimate concerns. Those who wish may join Pastor Dustin in making a major 

gift to help replenish the Doremus Emergency Fund this year. Whatever is not raised by January 31st 

will in turn be rolled into whatever type of final capital campaign we decide to conduct in early 

2020. A chart will be kept up in the Narthex keeping track of what was received. If you'd like to 

contribute simply put "Doremus Fund" in the memo line of a check in the offering plate. Many 

thanks to all who can contribute and many thanks as well to Charlie Zitzmann and Steve Friebel in 

leading us through this stage of our capital improvement process. 

 

In other related news, Pastor Dustin met with Pastor Jonathan following our first joint worship service 

with our friends at Trinity Reformed and they seemed to love the day as much as we did! Next steps 

for us partnering together will be welcoming them as volunteers during our Help-Portrait event and 

worshipping at Trinity for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity on January 26th. 
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October Minister of the Month: Ibrahím Pedriñán! 
 

Ibrahím Pedriñán is originally from Minnesota and received his 

Masters of Divinity degree from Pittsburgh Theological Seminary in 

Pennsylvania. He has taught English in Hong Kong through an 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America program, and served as 

the Director of Programs at the Abode of the Message, which was 

at that time the home of the Inayati Sufi Order. While working at 

the Abode, he co-founded the Inayati Young Adults, which 

creates programs and secures scholarships for young adult Sufi 

activities internationally. He currently works for the United States 

Postal Service and is active in a wide variety of union organizing 

and other social justice causes. As his friend Ariella Sophie states, 

"For as long as I’ve known him, Ibrahim has brought soul and fire 

and a lot of boogie to everything that he’s done!" 

 

Ibrahím started worshiping in our Spirit filled community a little less than a year ago but has a made 

a HUGE impact in that little amount of time. From occasionally preaching to filling in for Pastor 

Dustin in confirmation class to bringing so much energy to our adult education ministries, Ibrahím 

has already made a world of difference as our new Faith Formation Team Chair. Equally important 

is the joy and radical sense of welcome Ibrahím brings to anyone who he meets at Messiah. Thank 

you Ibrahím for all you do! 

 

 
 

MINISTRY OF THE MONTH: CARE & CONCERN MINISTRY TEAM 
 

Congratulations to our Care & Concern Ministry 

Team for being our featured ministry of the 

month! While going through our 2020-2025 

strategic plan process, Care and Concern has 

highlighted a few very important ways in which 

they want to continue to support the parishioners 

of Messiah. One of these goals is to cultivate a 

sense of trust, acceptance, and support among 

members of Messiah – particularly by increasing 

support of seniors (as well as younger folks) by 

providing speakers addressing issues including 

grief, depression, and loneliness. An additional 

goal they wish to spearhead is to partner with 

organizations to raise awareness of mental health 

issues and addiction, both within our 

congregation and in the wider community. If you would like to be a part of our Care & Concern 

Ministry team and help plan ways to achieve these goals, you are more than welcome to speak 

with Barb Hallett, our Care & Concern chair, and attend a meeting! Their next meeting will be held 

on Tuesday, December 10th from 2-4pm.  
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PASTOR’S LETTER:  
REV. DUSTIN G. WRIGHT 

 
 Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. – Saint 

Luke 6:21 

 

Dear siblings in Christ, 

 

Every three years I absolutely love the fact that Saint Luke’s version 

of the Beatitudes serves as the gospel message for All Saints 

Sunday. For as we gather around God’s Table in communion with 

Christ and all the saints throughout time and space, including our 

loved ones who have died, it emphasizes why we continue to love and remember all our beloved 

saints… while not perfect, they generally fed us in some way. Whether it be our parents or 

guardians who provided us with a home and worked to put food on the table when we were 

young, a partner who helped us grow in life and love, a mentor who helped guide our path or all 

the other ways folks might serve as saints in our midst, they all have one thing in common… they 

fed us, in some way. 

 

And by the way, we all, no matter who we are, have something in common too… we’re all hungry. 

For Jesus, especially in Saint Luke’s depiction, all the types of “hunger” we face as individuals and 

as communities is all sort of bound up together. Hunger for food or for human contact, or for love 

or for friendship… it’s all kind of bound up in the same thing. And by gosh, while we all are saints, 

we all sinners too, or, to put it another way, we all are hungry for something we’ll never be able to 

provide for ourselves, despite our best efforts. 

 

Here at Messiah in the coming months with God’s help, there will be a lot of different ways we’ll be 

seeking as a Spirit filled community to feed both one another and our neighbors, no matter what 

type of hunger they or we might be suffering from. In the pages of this newsletter you’ll read news 

of our Congregation Council launching a WEEKLY simply coffee hour on weeks we don’t have 

something else going on after worship, just in order to provide folks with some space to get to know 

one another. From working with Concerned for the Hungry to provide Thanksgiving baskets for 

families in need to working with the Mohonasen Central School District to provide clothing and 

food for local students to launching a new day of our Bread of Life Food Pantry early next year, 

we’ll be seeking to feed our neighborhood, no matter how they’re hungry. With the installation of a 

new furnace and air conditioner for our sanctuary, we’ll be working to create a space that is more 

comfortable and welcoming for all. In celebrating with our seven soon to be confirmands to 

welcoming what will likely be ten or more new members, we’ll be reminding folks of all ages that 

Messiah is a community where they are loved, where they can be fed. 

 

Join us, in that Spirit filled and critical work of Christ, at Messiah. 

  

In Christ, 

 
Pastor Dustin 
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PRESIDING BISHOP’S LETTER: BISHOP ELIZABETH EATON 
 

When serving as a parish pastor, I would sometimes be asked if it was possible to 

be a faithful Christian and also doubt. Could one be a disciple and also 

question? Parishioners would be hesitant to ask for fear that they would face 

judgment – Divine and mine. Somehow, we’ve gotten it into our heads that 

doubt has no part of faith, that questions are disloyal, and that anguish and even 

anger are an offense to God. We think of the heroes of the Bible, strong and 

steadfast. We consider the lives of the saints and martyrs as they stood resolute 

in the face of death. Surely these heroes, saints and martyrs must be models of 

faith. Our doubts and questions reveal how short we have fallen. 

 

When my family and I moved from Columbus to Ashtabula, Ohio, we were able to find a house that 

had a little bit of land, about a quarter of an acre. I could mow the lawn of our Columbus house with 

a weed whacker. Now I had room for a proper garden. I had to break through the grass in the 

backyard to get to the good dark earth. I felt like the Norwegian pioneers from Giants in the Earth, 

and I probably had enough sod squares to start a prairie sod house. I laid out my garden according 

to a plan I saw in Martha Stewart Living. (Odd juxtaposition: sod house and Martha Stewart.) Then I 

planted. Carrots were just some of the seeds I sowed, envisioning a bountiful harvest. I had pretty 

good luck that first year: corn, potatoes, radishes, tomatoes and carrots. Then winter came.  

 

So, before you scoff, you Alaskans, Dakotans, Montanans and Minnesotans, Ohio can have some 

long and intense winters too. Ashtabula is in the snow belt. Before Lake Erie freezes, storms can whip 

across the lake, pick up moisture and dump snow when they hit land. We call this lake-effect snow. 

Buffalo, NY has been known to get 7 feet of snow in a single storm. Ashtabula isn’t far behind.  

 

Snow and cold are fine in November and December. Thanksgiving feasts, Advent anticipation and 

Christmas joy make the weather and the long nights seem cozy, and even like “the close and holy 

darkness” that poet Dylan Thomas describes in A Child’s Christmas in Wales. The snow and cold are 

accepted grudgingly in January and February, but by March we are so over it. We long to see new 

life. We long to see green. I remember when a snowplow accidentally went too far and uncovered 

3 feet of lawn. We just stared at it. When the snow began to melt, I inspected the garden, thinking 

about a new season and new growth. Then I noticed something – the green tops of carrots. Some 

of the carrots had wintered over. Through the snow, through the cold, through the long nights, life 

had been happening. Without my knowing it, without my doing anything about it, the carrots made 

it through. 

 

Doubt can seem like winter – long, cold, barren. It can feel isolating and lonely. These are natural 

and true experiences. What is not true is that doubt is the absence of faith. Doubt is part of faith. We 

hear it in Scripture, and Jesus never shies away from it. A father seeking healing for his son cried out, 

“I believe; help my unbelief!” and Jesus healed the boy (Mark 9:24). The risen Christ appeared to his 

disciples and some disbelieved for joy (Luke 24:41). Still, Jesus sent them out to tell the good news. 

 

Faith, like wintering-over carrots, still lives even in our winters. God still acts and nurtures even when 

we cannot. Doubt and questioning draw us into a deeper relationship with God. God can take it, 

and God will carry us through the winter. 
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Prayer List 
 

Please pray for: Our members: Bill Becker, Lore Ellis, Denise Larrabee, Jacob Veerasammy Our friends 

and family: Rod Bascom, Bob & Bev Bloomquist, Bill Brust, Chris Canova, Howie Cohn, Ginny Diegel, 

Wanda Eaker, Bonnie Enke, Samantha Gainsworth, Sabrina Girard, Margit LaForest, Willy Larson, 

Omar Martin, Cheri McGinty, Sr. Monica McFee, Joe Munafo, Michael O’Neill, Alyssa Parrino, Clark 

Russell, Christine Simeone, Wayne Stewart, Jason Townsend, Bob Trachtenberg, Carol White Those 

who serve: Daniel Davis 

 

If you have a friend or loved one you would like to add/remove on our prayer list, please email Rianne at 

office@messiahschenectady.org with the reason (will be confidential) or complete a Prayer Request Card 

(kept on the Ushers’ Table in the back of the Sanctuary) and put it in the Parish Administrator’s mailbox. Thanks! 

 
November Birthdays 

 

Mariann DiPiazza .............................. November 8th    

Kristie Becker .................................... November 10th    

Logan Brisk ....................................... November 17th     

Christine DeMento .......................... November 20th    

Cooper Kane ................................... November 21st   

Christian Kernozek ......................... November 22nd     

Marge Reynheer ............................ November 22nd     

Faleema Veerasammy ................. November 22nd    

Charlene Aldi .................................. November 26th     

Josh Carroll ...................................... November 29th     

 
 

If we’re missing your birthday or anniversary, or 

have an incorrect date, please let Rianne know 

at office@messiahschenectady.org 

Readings for November 
 

November 3rd 

Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18 

Ephesians 1:11-23 

Luke 6:20-31 

 

November 10th  

Job 19:23-27a 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 

Luke 20:27-38 

 

November 17th 

Malachi 4:1-2a 

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

Luke 21:5-19 

 

November 24th  

Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Colossians 1:11-20 

Luke 23:33-43 

 

December 1st  

Isaiah 2:1-5 

Romans 13:11-14 

Matthew 24:36-44 

 

December 8th  

Isaiah 11:1-10 

Romans 15:4-13 

Matthew 3:1-12 

 

mailto:office@messiahschenectady.org
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Worship Assistants for November 3rd – December 8th         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you cannot serve as scheduled, please arrange to switch with another worship assistant to the 

best of your ability. If you are unable to find somebody, please speak with Rianne and she will 

find somebody to fill in for you. Thanks! 

 

 Nov. 3rd             Nov.10th           Nov. 17th           Nov. 24th             Dec. 1st            Dec. 8th            

Assisting 
Minister 

Sue Schaffer Rachel Mathis Olivia Tedford Abriel McGuire Pamella Ford Linda Klein 

Acolyte Grace O. Izzy Paige Sarah O. Ella Roether Lilianna Samuels Austin Karrel 

Crucifer Kyle Avery Jesse Mathis Tyler Jones Kyle Avery Jesse Mathis Hannah Crowther 

Lector Rich Becker Kristen O. Linda Buehler Rich Stigberg 
Margaret 

Glennie 
Barb Hallett 

Ushers 
Charlie Zitzmann 

Nancy Stellrecht 
Randi & Rene  

Phil Davis 

Tom Chilton 

Kathy & Phil 

Bazicki 

Vanessa & 

Atticus 

Marilyn Barnett 

Pamella Ford 

Greeters 
Marilyn Barnett 

Allison Bode 

Kathy & Phil 

Bazicki 

Barb Sandmeyer 

Carly DiSanto 

Marilyn Barnett 

Nancy Stellrecht 

Ann Marie Gray 

Kristie Becker 

Kathy & Phil 

Bazicki 

Altar Guild 
Dotty, Barb H., 

Sarah 
Pamella & Ella 

Rene & Randi 

Dunda-Martin 

Joyce, Carly, 

Abriel 

Betsy, Nancy, 

Beth 

Jill, Linda, & 

Grace 

Bread Baker Penny Incitti Linda Klein  Kathy Bazicki   

Nursery 
Marie Cochard 

Hannah Borski 

Sue Collins 

Abriel 

McGuire 

Molly Karrel 

Hannah Borski 

Melissa & Amaya 

DiGiovanni 

Faleema V. 

Hannah C. 

Matt Kane 

Abriel McGuire 

Tech Czar Kody Schaffer 
Rianne 

Johnson 
Logan Karrel 

Marcus 

DiGiovanni 
Rianne Johnson Logan Karrel 
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November 2019 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

3 

9am Education Hour 

10:15am All Saints Sunday 

11:30am Fall Cleanup 

4pm ELCA Youth Event 

6pm Confirmation Class 

White 

4 

10am Capital Appeal 

Taskforce 

6pm Communications 

7pm Worship & Music 

7pm Crafters 

5 

7pm Solar Energy 

Taskforce 

 

6 

7pm 

Personnel 

Team 

Meeting 

7 

7pm Choir 

8 

 

9 

4:30pm Sikh 

Forum on 

Religions 

(Guru Nanak 

Darbar of 

Albany) 

10 

9am Education Hour 

10:15am Veterans Day Service 

11:30am New Member Class 

4pm Faith Formation Mtg. 

6pm Confirmation Class 

Green 

11 

7pm Crafters 

12 

1pm Constitution 

Taskforce 

7pm SICM 

Assembly 

13 

7pm 

Budget & 

Finance 

Meeting 

 

14 
6pm Community 

Meditation Hour 

7pm Choir 

15 

 

 

16 

5:30pm Paris 

to Pittsburgh 

Film 

17 

9am Education Hour 

10:15am Confirmation Sunday 

11:30am Confirmation 

Reception 

4pm Capital Appeal Taskforce 

6pm Confirmation Class 

 Green 

18 

9am Food Pantry 

7pm Congregation 

Council 

19 

11am Book Club: 

Long Walk to 

Water 

7pm Solar Energy 

Taskforce 

20 

6:30pm 

New 

Member 

Dinner 

 

 

21 

6pm Community 

Meditation Hour 

7pm Choir 

 

 

22 

9am Pie 

Baking 

23 

Fellowship 

Hall Reserved 

 

8am 

Thanksgiving 

Basket 

Packing 

24 

9am Education Hour 

10:15am Worship 

11:30am Charlie Brown 

Thanksgiving & New Member 

Reception 

6pm Interfaith Thanksgiving 

White 

25 

5pm Food Pantry 

7pm Monday Crafters 

 

26 

 

27 

 

28 

7pm Choir 

29 

 

30 

 

1 

9am Education Hour 

10:15am Advent Worship 

11:30am Calendar Mtg. 

6pm Conf. Class 

Blue 

2 

7pm Worship & Music 

7pm Monday Crafters 

3 

Articles Due! 
 

6pm SICM 

Assembly 

4 

Newsletter 

Released? 
 

6:30pm 

Advent 

Gathering 

5 

6pm Community 

Meditation Hour 

7pm Choir 

6 7 

9am Help 

Portrait Set-

up 

10am Help 

Portrait Event! 
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Community Leaders & Contacts 
 

The following contact information is not included in the public version of The Messenger.  
 

Church Officers (Executive Committee) 
President: Pete Jones 

Vice President: Jackie DeTeso 

Secretary: Stacey Hodoroski 

Financial Secretary: Penny Incitti 

Treasurer: Rene Dunda-Martin and Phil Bazicki assisting 
 

Congregation Council 

 

Name Phone Email Address Term 
Liaison Ministry 

Team 

Dave Barnett 518.281.9676 (m) pdavidbarnett@gmail.com 17-20 

Audit, Men’s Group, 

Faith Formation 

Jackie DeTeso 518.788.8222 (m) meema8@nycap.rr.com 17-20 Worship & Music 

Stacey Hodoroski 518.986.5998 (m) shodoroski@hotmail.com 17-20 

Historian, Youth 

Ministry, Personnel, 

Mutual Ministry 

Suzanne Collins 518.605.2171 (m) scollins@nycap.rr.com  18-21 Communications 

Pete Jones 518.867.2489 (m) jonesp714@gmail.com 18-21 

Care & Concern, 

Social Action, Food 

Pantry 

Ann Marie Gray 518.577.0812 (m) runnergirl6221@gmail.com 18-21 

WELCA, Stewardship, 

Creation Care  

Steve Friebel 518.451.0628 (m) sfbandit33@gmail.com 19-22 Kitchen, Property 

René Dunda-Martin 607.228.7771 (m) drne51@yahoo.com 19-22 Young Adult Group 

Phil Bazicki 518.355.0490 (m) pcbkmb@earthlink.net 19-22 Budget & FInance 

Dustin Wright 603.953.8782 (m) pastor@messiahschenectady.org N/A  

 

 

Staff 
Rianne Johnson, Parish Administrator: office@messiahschenectady.org 

Doug Chilton, Parish Musician: mrdoug.church@yahoo.com 

Nicole Hamilton, Sexton: drumrchic19@yahoo.com 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@messiahschenectady.org
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Ministry Team Chairs, Organization Chairs and Other Appointed Leaders 

 
Ministry / Position Chair/ Leader(s) Phone Email Address 

Audit Neal Fisher 518.355.5193 (h) Nfisher1@nycap.rr.com 

Budget & Finance Kristie Becker 518.469.4817 (m) kristiebecker032801@gmail.com 

Bread of Life Food Pantry 
Judy Becker 

Joyce Gresham 

518.419.2175 (m) 

518.258.0574 (m) 

wbecker001@nycap.rr.com  

rjg301@aol.com 

Care & Concern Barb Hallett 518.356.3491 (h) squeaky7762@aol.com 

Creation Care Kären Telfeyan 716.307.3440 (m) karen.telfeyan@gmail.com 

HudMo Conference 

Assembly Delegates 

Rianne Johnson 

Ibrahím Pedriñán 

518.925.0819 (m) 

518.417.4999 (m) 

office@messiahschenectady.org 

ijp@ibrahimpedrinan.com 

Executive Pete Jones 518.867.2489 (m) jonesp714@gmail.com 

Faith Formation Ibrahím Pedriñán 518.417.4999 (m) ijp@ibrahimpedrinan.com 

Historian Susie Schaffer 518.813.0930 (m) susanschaffer03@icloud.com 

Junior Luther League Kristen Olochnowicz 518.378.0756 (m) krispeno@gmail.com 

Kitchen 
Rich Becker 

Karen Kreischer 

518.461.0034 (m) 

518.785.9723 (h) 

richbecker2340@gmail.com 

no email 

Men’s Group VACANT VACANT VACANT 

Mutual Ministry Christine DeMento 518.569.6002 (m) cdemento@northway.aaa.com 

Nominating Charlie Zitzmann 518.366.0150 (m) zitzmann1@aol.com 

Communications 
Molly Karrel 

Tom Collins 

518.878.9338 (m) 

518.605.1304 (m) 

relyeam@hotmail.com 

collinscomm@gmail.com 

Personnel Pamella Ford  917.414.9790 (h) pfordny@aol.com 

Property 
Rich Stigberg 

Charlie Zitzmann 

518.895.8137 (m) 

518.366.0150 (m) 

dickiestiggs@hotmail.com 

zitzmann1@aol.com 

SafeChurch Team 
Pamella Ford 

Ernie Incitti 

917.414.9790 (h) 

518.356.2460 (h) 

pfordny@aol.com 

ernieincitti@gmail.com 

SICM Delegates 
Nancy Stellrecht 

Betsy Ryan 

518.630.5299 (m) 

518.847.6111 (m) 

nancywestervelt@yahoo.com 

qwilll@yahoo.com 

Social Action Pete Jones 518.867.2489 (m) jonesp714@gmail.com 

Stewardship Penny Incitti 518.461.5499 (m) pennyincitti@gmail.com 

Sunday School 

Superintendent 

Cheryl Borski 518.429.6955 (m) cborski@transtechsys.com 

Upstate NY Synod 

Assembly Delegates 

Merle Longwood 

Rianne Johnson 

518.944.4475 (m) 

518.925.0819 (m) 

longwood@siena.edu 

office@messiahschenectady.org 

WELCA Jill Becker 518.357.9875 (m) jb@hrfmlaw.com 

Worship & Music Rianne Johnson 518.925.0819 (m) office@messiahschenectady.org 

Young Adult Group Pastor Dustin 603.953.8782 (m)) pastor@messiahschenectady.org 



 
 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
2850 Guilderland Avenue 
Schenectady, NY 12306 
 
www.messiahschenectady.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Our purpose is to be a Spirit filled congregation grounded in Jesus Christ, nourishing 

our local community in body, mind and soul. 

Saved by grace, renewed by worship and set free by the love of God, we 

collaborate with like-minded individuals and organizations to feed the hungry, 

bridge divides and build a sustainable neighborhood in Rotterdam, Schenectady 

and the wider Capital Region of New York. 
 

Please join us for Sunday Worship at 10:15am 

Pastor 

Rev. Dustin G. Wright 

 

Parish Administrator 

Rianne Johnson 

Office Hours: 

Tues. & Thurs. 4pm-7pm 

Wed. 9am-5pm 

 

Council President 
Pete Jones 


