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The Month Ahead 
 

Spring Cleanup Day 

Saturday, May 5th at 9:00am 

Grab those gardening gloves 

and stop by to help beautify 

our property after a long hard 

winter! The biggest project will 

be working on this spring is 

cleaning out the garden by our 

main entrance in order to 

make space for new plantings. 

If you have any questions, 

please speak with Property Co-

Chairs Charlie Zitzmann or Rich 

Stigberg. 
 

 

 

 

Calumet Cinco de Mayo Night 

Saturday, May 5th from 

5:00pm - 7:00pm 

Join our awesome Calumet 

kids and their families for an 

awesome Cinco de Mayo 

celebration! This incredible 

night will include a taco dinner, 

face painting and watching 

the movie Coco! A free will 

offering will be taken to benefit 

our Calumet Campership 

Fund! If you have any 

questions, please speak with 

Cheryl Borski! 
 

Calumet Bottle Drive 

Saturday, May 5th - Sunday, 

May 20th 

We have TEN kids attending 

Camp Calumet Lutheran in 

New Hampshire this summer 

and they need your help! Be 

sure to bring all your bottles 

and cans (and neighbors' 

bottles and cans, and friends' 

bottles cans, and everyone's 

bottles and cans ha-ha!) to 

raise money for our Calumet 

Campership Fund! Our 

Calumet kids will sort the 

bottles after worship on 

Sunday, May 20th. If you have 

any questions, please speak 

with Kristen Olochnowicz. 

 

Star Wars Sunday 

Sunday, May 6th at 9:00am 

In recognition of Star Wars Day 

(May the fourth be with you!!!), 

this Sunday in Children's 

Sunday School we'll be pulling 

out all the stops to make sure 

our kids have an awesome 

faith formation experience set 
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in a galaxy far, far away! We'll 

be outside making lightsabers, 

playing awesome games and 

more! If you have any 

questions, please speak with 

Sunday School Superintendent 

Cheryl Borski!  

 

Spring 2018 New Member 

Welcome 

Sunday, May 6th at 10:15am 

Join us for one of our most joyful 

biannual traditions, welcoming 

new members into our Spirit 

filled church! We'll be 

welcoming nineteen new folks 

to Messiah and celebrating 

with them at an awesome 

reception following worship! 

 

CROP Walk 

Sunday, May 6th at 1:20pm 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 

218 Nott Terrace, 

Schenectady, NY 12307 

Together, we can help end 

hunger in our community and 

around the world! CROP 

Hunger Walks are community-

wide events sponsored by 

Church World Service and 

organized by religious groups, 

businesses, schools and others 

to raise funds to end hunger in 

the U.S. and around the 

world. Schenectady 

Community Ministries is the 

local organizer of the CROP 

Walk and every year Messiah 

fields both a strong group of 

walkers and raises funds for the 

CROP Walk! If you're interested 

in signing up or donating, be 

sure to speak with Jill Becker in 

the Narthex! 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship & Music Committee 

Meeting 

Monday, May 7th at 7:00pm 

(Narthex) 

Join us as we plan out our 

Mother's & Father's Day 

Services of Holy Communion, 

Pentecost, a number of 

upcoming baptisms, summer 

worship services and more! If 

you'd like to get involved with 

our committee, please speak 

with Pastor Dustin! 

 

Faith Formation Committee 

Meeting 

Wednesday, May 9th at 

6:00pm (Parsonage) 

Gosh we have a lot to figure 

out at our upcoming faith 

formation meeting! #Sunday-

FunDay Summer Sunday 

School, our 2018 Summer Film 

Series, upcoming book 

discussions and more all need 

to planned! Be sure to join us 

and if you have any questions, 

please speak with Chair Jean 

Jones! 

 

 

 

 

"At the River I Stand" Dinner & 

Movie Night 

Wednesday, May 9th at 

7:00pm (Parsonage) 

Pastor Dustin's inviting every-

one over to his place for a 

scrumptious, healthy home 

cooked dinner followed by a 

screening of "At the River I 

Stand," a short film recounting 

the two months leading to 

Martin Luther King Jr.'s death 

fifty years ago, coinciding with 

the 65-day strike of 1300 

Memphis sanitation workers at 

the beginnings of the Poor 

People's Campaign. Conver-

sation will follow about the 

New Poor People's Campaign, 

a faith-inspired justice move-

ment which Pastor is very 

active in. Please RSVP on the 

Narthex bulletin board so he 

knows how much to cook! 

 

Mother's Day at Messiah 

Sunday, May 13th at 10:15am 

Mother's Day is always a very 

special Sunday at Messiah, 

and this year, we're kicking it 

up a notch! In a service led 

almost entirely by our young 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0230010/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0230010/
https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/
https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/
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people, the Children's Sunday 

School will lead the 

congregation in a special song 

with accompaniment by 

Pastor Dustin on guitar, our 

Confirmation Class will perform 

an awesome skit during the 

Children's Sermon and our 

Calumet kids will hold a craft 

sale fundraiser before and 

after worship! If you have any 

questions, please speak with 

Pastor Dustin. 

   

Children's Sunday School 

Graduation Party 

Sunday, May 20th at 10:00am 

What an incredible year of new 

ministries, new friends and 

growth in our faith for all our 

children this year at Messiah! 

Join us for the last Sunday of 

regular Children's Sunday 

School. We'll have a big 

outdoor party weather 

permitting, plant flowers, 

sidewalk chalk our 

congregation to get ready for 

Pentecost and more! If you 

have any questions, please 

speak with Sunday School 

Superintendent Cheryl Borski. 

 

Pentecost at Messiah 

Sunday, May 20th at 11:30am 

Join us for the culmination of 

our Spring 2018 Time & Talent 

Stewardship Campaign on the 

birthday of the church, 

Pentecost! Celebrate with us in 

worship the many ways the 

Spirit is at work in all the ways 

we serve at Messiah and help 

us install new council members, 

officers, visitation ministers and 

more. Perhaps most notably, 

our very own Rianne Johnson 

was recently consecrated as a 

Congregational Deacon! We'll 

be installing her on Pentecost in 

a very special part of the 

service. After worship join us for 

a ministry fair upstairs in the 

Fellowship Hall and sign up to 

participate in one of the many 

ministries of our Spirit filled 

church! Our goal is for every 

member of Messiah to be 

involved in one identifiable 

ministry outside of Sunday 

Worship! If you have any 

questions, please speak with 

Stewardship Chair Penny Incitti! 

 

Congregation Council 

Monday, May 21st at 7:00pm 

Gosh, we have a lot to figure 

out at Council this month... 

from improving our nursery 

program, upgrading our 

sanctuary sound system, 

improving our landscaping 

and more, there's a great deal 

to discuss! Please speak with 

Interim Council President 

Christine DeMento if you have 

any questions or would like 

something added to the 

agenda! 

 

Community Family Fun Day 

Planning Session 

Monday, May 21st at 7:00pm 

Community Family Fun Day 

2018 is just around the corner 

(on Saturday, July 28th) and 

gosh, we need a bunch of 

volunteers in a number of 

capacities to run games, help 

with outreach, make 

connections with community 

partners, help provide food 

and prizes and more! A 

volunteer sign-up sheet will be 

up in the Narthex bulletin 

board If you have any 

questions, please speak with 

Kristen Olochnowicz. 

 

Keeping Safe at Messiah with 

Officer Pat Keough 

Wednesday, May 23rd at 

6:30pm 

In response to a number of 

recent acts of violence in faith 

communities across the 

country, our Congregation 

Council passed an Emergency 

Response Plan this past 

January, and now it's time to 

put it into motion! Join 

Rotterdam Police Officer Pat 
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Keough for an active 

shooter/intruder training at 

Messiah. He will arrive around 

6:00p so he can look around 

the facility and point out 

helpful hints specific to our 

building. This is important way 

we all can help keep each 

other as safe as possible in our 

Spirit filled church, so please 

join us! 

 

Newsletter Articles Due 

Monday, May 28th at 10:00am 

In order to make sure our June 

newsletter is released in a 

timely manner, please get all 

newsletter articles in by 

Monday, May 28th at 10:00am! 

Thanks! 
 

Men's Night: "Solo: A Star Wars 

Movie" 

Wednesday, May 30th at 

roughly 6:30pm 

Pastor Dustin and the one of 

our epic youth, Jessie Mathis, 

will be cohosting our next Men's 

Group Night! Heading down to 

BowTie Cinema in Schenec-

tady to check out the soon to 

be classic film Solo: A Star Wars 

Movie! While showtimes aren't 

quite yet announced, in the 

next week or two we'll know 

times and probably try to grab 

some food beforehand as well. 

Please RSVP on the narthex 

bulletin board and If you have 

any questions about this 

brotastic night, please speak 

with Jessie or Pastor Dustin. As 

always, all Mighty Men of 

Messiah events are inclusive 

and open to everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Book Discussion: The Good 

Food Revolution by William 

Allen 

Tuesday, May 30th at 11:00am 

The May book club will take 

place on May 30 at 11:00am. 

The book to be discussed is The 

Good Food Revolution by 

William Allen. The son of a 

sharecropper, Will Allen had no 

intention of ever becoming a 

farmer himself. But after years in 

professional basketball and as 

an executive for Kentucky Fried 

Chicken and Procter & 

Gamble, Allen cashed in his 

retirement fund for a two-acre 

plot a half mile away from 

Milwaukee’s largest public 

housing project. 

 

 

Strawberry Festival at Our 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Saturday, June 2nd at 9:00am 

Our Redeemer Lutheran 

Church on Glen Avenue & 

South Reynolds Street in Scotia 

will hold its Annual Strawberry 

Festival on June 2nd. 

The festival will start at 9AM with 

coffee and berry muffins for the 

"Early Bird" Garage sale 

shoppers. Beginning at 11AM 

we will feature our traditional 

Strawberry Shortcake or 

Sundaes for a donation of 

$5.00. Our food tent will be up 

and serving at 10:30AM for 

those needing a snack while 

out and about checking out 

the garage sales in the 

neighborhood.  

Home Furnishings, Inc, will once 

again set up a sale on our front 

lawn and the Youth Group 

jewelry sale will be on the lawn 

as well. Anyone interested in 

renting a spot for your sale 

please call the church office at 

518-393-5031. And new this 

year!!!! CHOCOLATE COVERED 

STRAW-BERRIES!!! Be sure to try 

some. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jPEYpryMp2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jPEYpryMp2s
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 The proceeds from this 

fundraiser will be applied to the 

cost of attending the National 

Youth Gathering in Houston at 

the end of June. 
 

Thank You Brunch 

Sunday, June 3rd at 11:30am 

Every year on the first Sunday of 

the summer our Congregation 

Council hosts a brunch to 

thank everyone in the 

congregation for all they've 

done to support our ministries 

over the past program year! 

Also, if you'd like to write a 

"thank you" to anyone in the 

congregation that will be 

compiled on placemats for the 

luncheon, please write up a slip 

and put it in the box by the 

narthex bulletin. Be sure to 

RSVP on the narthex bulletin 

board as well so we know how 

many folks will be joining us! 
 

Calumet Paint & Sip Ladies 

Night 

Saturday, June 9th at 5:00pm 

As another awesome 

opportunity to support our 

young people attending 

Calumet this summer, be sure 

to join us for a fun night of 

painting and hanging out 

together! A freewill offering will 

be taken to support our 

Calumet Campership Fund 

and more details will follow 

shortly! 

 

Spring Calendar Meeting 

Sunday, June 10th at 11:30am 

Got some ideas for awesome 

fellowship, service or worship 

events? Be sure to join our 

biannual calendar meeting 

where we'll plan out our 

congregation's schedule for 

the rest of 2018! All committee 

chairs, council members, 

officers and organizational 

leaders are strongly 

encouraged to attend! 
 

Calumet Coffeehouse 

Sunday, June 10th at 7:00pm 

Join us for another awesome 

coffeehouse, this time 

featuring the lyrical charms of 

the one and only Kristen 

Olochnowicz! We'll have some 

tasty snacks and a free will 

offering will be taken to support 

our Calumet Campership 

Fund! 

 

Summer Film Series: "The Last 

Days of Shishmaref" 

Monday, June 11th at 7:00pm 

When talking about climate 

change, it strikes really close to 

home for us Lutherans.  

Shishmaref Lutheran Church in 

Alaska, a small congregation 

on a poor Inuit island 

community, is literally disap-

pearing because of the rising 

sea level caused by climate 

change. Watch a short film, 

"The Last Days of Shishmaref" 

and hear from Shishmaref 

Lutheran Church's pastor, Rev. 

Thomas Richter, about how 

climate change is effecting his 

community. If you have any 

questions, please speak with 

Jean Jones. 

 

Team East Faith Formation 

Brainstorm Event 

Tuesday, June 12th at 6:30pm 

Interested in hearing what 

other Lutheran congregations 

are doing in terms of youth and 

adult faith formation across our 

portion of the Upstate New 

York Synod? Be sure to join 

Pastor Dustin, Deacon Tom 

Collins and Lori Kochanski, our 

new Bishop's Assistant for Faith 

Formation, for this awesome 

opportunity to brainstorm, plan 

and dream together with our 

fellow Lutherans! A sign-up 

sheet will be on the narthex 

bulletin board shortly! 

 

Annual Ice-cream Social 

Wednesday, June 13th at 

7:00pm 

Mark your calendars and join 

us for our Annual Ice Cream 

Social featuring the Esperance 

Town Band. We will gather on 

the church lawn, (weather 

permitting) so bring your lawn 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/2017/03/shishmaref-called-care/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dIc8l7Xa5pE
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chairs and your friends for a 

wonderful evening filled with 

fantastic music, great friends 

and delicious ice cream! We 

are looking for people to bake 

and help with set-up/cleanup 

and sign-up sheet will soon be 

on the bulletin board in the 

narthex. 
 

News You Can Use 
 

Grapevine News 
 

 
 

Congratulations to Sophie 

Mathis for her High School 

Musical Theatre Awards 

nomination in the best 

supporting actress category. 

Sophie played the role of 

Arvide Abernathy in 

Mohonasen's production of 

Guys and Dolls. 

 

 
 

Congratulations to Rianne 

Johnson for becoming 

commissioned as a 

congregational deacon! Join 

us on Pentecost while we 

install her as well as various 

other councilmembers and 

committee members! 

Social Action 

Spring may be finally here and 

I hope to stay for a while. 

  

We have some volunteer 

opportunities coming up.  The 

Crop Walk is on May 

6th and you can see Jill Becker 

for details.  June 2nd (Saturday) 

from 1-3pm, we will be packing 

food for the Regional Food 

Bank.  We are looking for about 

20 people for this activity.  A 

sign-up sheet is on the bulletin 

board.  

 

Every year we volunteer to 

serve Summer Lunches to 

children in Schenectady 

County.  This program is 

sponsored by SICM.  We are 

waiting for details from them 

and hope to have a sign-up 

sheet soon.  IF you would like to 

know more about the Summer 

Lunch program, please see 

Judy Becker. 

 

Wednesday, June 13, at 7PM is 

our annual Ice Cream Social, 

featuring the Esperance 

Band.  There will be a sign-up 

sheet for help in setting up and 

for bakers. 

 

I will be stepping down from 

the chairmanship of the Social 

Action Committee as of July 

1st.  I want to thank the mem-

bers of this committee for 

making that job so easy and for 

all the volunteers who help with 

the activities.  I will continue to 

be involved as a member.  I 

want to welcome Pete Jones 

as the new chairperson and to 

thank him for volunteering to 

take this position. 

 

This is a great working com-

mittee and are always looking 

for new members. Many hands 

make light work. 

 

Food Pantry 

The Bread of Life Food Pantry 

has been up and running for 2 

½ years and I have complied 

some interesting statistics 

starting from 10/15 thru 4/18.   

We have served 264 families, 

981 clients and a total of 8311 

meals.  We try to supply each 

family member with 3 meals a 

day for 3 days.  We are so very 

pleased we can help the 

clients in our county with their 

food insecurities. 

 

We were fortunate to receive a 

grant of $773.00 from the 

Hudson-Mohawk Conference 

and a $1000.oo credit to the 

Regional Food Bank from the 

Concerned for the Hungry.  This 

will help keep our pantry very 

well stocked. If you donate 

food to the pantry, THANK YOU, 

but, please place your items in 

the pink box in the Narthex, not 

in the pantry.  This will help us 

keep up to date with our 

inventory. 

Thanks to all who help to keep 

our pantry running so smo-

othly.  Note:  the food pantry is 

part of Social Action, therefore, 

our meetings cover both com-

mittees.  We welcome new 

members. 
 

Welcome, Creation Care 

Committee! 

A new committee called 

Creation Care Committee has 

been approved by the 

Congregation Council. The 

intention of this committee is to 
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make the care for all creation 

an integral part of every 

aspect of the life and mission of 

the congregation. Several 

members of the congregation 

have expressed interest in 

being part of this committee 

and we are hoping many more 

will join us. 
 

Care & Concern 

We held our quarterly pot luck 

at Glendale Nursing Home. 

About 20 people were in 

attendance with lots of great 

food and entertainment by 

Linda Buehler and Ruby, a 

Glendale resident.  Our next 

pot luck will be in July.  Our visits 

continue and we are adding 

more people to our home visits.  

If you know of someone who 

would enjoy a visit from the 

committee, please speak to 

one of us.  Pastor is looking to 

have a presentation regarding 

bullying. We are also exploring 

how we can be of help with 

those who have opioid or 

alcohol issues. Pastor has been 

approved as a Program 

Provider for the Schenectady 

County jail.  16 cards were sent 

out this month.  Our next 

meeting is Tuesday, June 19. 
 

 
 

 

Schenectady Community 

Ministries {formerly SICM} 

The 50th Anniversary Dinner 

held at the Glen Sanders 

Mansion on March 20th raised 

$35,000.  248 people attended. 

Dawn Secor presented a 

program from Hunger Solutions 

New York.  This is a statewide 

anti-hunger organization.  It is 

involved with SNAP, summer 

lunches, Child and Adult Care 

Food Program {CACFP}, 

Nutrition Outreach and 

Education Program {NOEP} 

and others.  For more 

information on Hunger 

Solutions NY please visit 

 http://www.HungersolutionsN

Y.org. 

Crop Walk will be held May 

6.  Jill Becker will be collecting 

money for this event. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hungersolutionsny.org./
http://www.hungersolutionsny.org./
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MINISTER OF THE MONTH: DIANE INSERO 
 

Congratulations to our May Minister of the Month, Diane Insero! Diane, along 

with her son Cal, are some of our newer members. Diane in her short time here 

has  helped out in SO many ways! Diane participates on our Property 

committee, helping care for our landscaping. Most recently, Diane has took 

the lead on our Capital Improvement Taskforce! Diane is also the woman to 

thank for donating some spare carpeting squares to make our Sunday School 

floors better.  

 

Outside of Church, Diane Insero is one of the most hard working people, from 

working countless hours at her job to helping out at other places like at the 

church when she can or helping her own mom when she needs, and simply 

down to taking care of her own family. Diane is not only just a hard worker but a great mother, still 

finding time to make it to her kids’ activities that’s can sometimes be hours away. Diane is one of the 

most hard working people and helpful people there are. Congratulations, again Diane! 

 

 
 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR’S LETTER: RIANNE JOHNSON 
 

I need to stop saying that the last couple of weeks have been the 

busiest every newsletter, because the next month they get even busier! 

There is so much stuff going on “behind the scenes” at Messiah that I’d 

love to talk about. One thing in particular I’d like to cover is that the 

Upstate NY Synod hired a Faith Formation Director, Rev. Lori Kochanski. 

Pastor Dustin and I have had a chance to meet with her earlier this 

week to brainstorm some possibilities for this Summer’s #SundayFunday 

and how to make the ultimate multigenerational learning experience 

which will both instill great values in our children and educate our older 

folks about the ELCA’s various social statements and messages. It will take a lot of effort, but I feel 

that it would be well worth it.  

 

Some of you may know my story behind church shopping once I moved back to New York from 

Maine, but in a nutshell, I looked at various websites of different denominations and stumbled upon 

the ELCA’s social statements as well as messages. Obviously not all churches follow these 

statements as closely as others, and these statements may only be between two to seventy pages 

long which isn’t going to go as in-depth as desired, but these statements give the most basic 

message of what not just one church, but what a collection of dozens upon dozens of churches 

agree upon (Social statements require a 2/3 endorsement at Churchwide assembly.) Social 

statements are “broad frameworks to assist us in thinking about and discussing social issues in the 

context of faith and life. They are meant to help communities and individuals with moral formation, 

discernment and thoughtful engagement with current social issues as we participate in God’s work 

in the world.” I’m so, so excited to get started on working on this with Pastor Dustin! 
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PASTOR’S LETTER: (NOT) REV. DUSTIN G. WRIGHT 
 
 Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 

 

Pastor Dustin had a family emergency to be at and was unable to 

write his Pastor’s Letter, but he left me three topics to cover very briefly 

for him. My writing isn’t as eloquent as his, so please bear with me! 

 

First off, we raised $1476 for Hanna’s trip to Houston! We did it!! Thank 

you all SO MUCH for your contributions, and to Hanna and her family 

for all of their hard work figuring out fundraisers! 

 

 

Secondly, Thrivent dollars are magical! If you are a Thrivent member, you very well may be eligible 

to get Messiah $250 Thrivent gift cards! Simply talk with Penny Incitti and she can help show you the 

process.  

 

Thirdly, please sign up for our church directory service, Realm! If you need help doing so, Rianne 

and Penny and Pastor Dustin are very comfortable with Realm and can help walk you through it 

after a church service or whenever. If there’s enough interest, Rianne will make a video tutorial. 

Realm is so important for families and individuals to use and can help connect us to each other a 

lot more efficiently than our already out-of-date hard print directory. Realm allows you to edit your 

own contact information along with many other features that we don’t even know exist yet! 

 

  

May you know God’s peace this Easter season, 
  

Rianne Johnson 
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PRESIDING BISHOP’S LETTER: REV. ELIZABETH EATON 
 

During a recent chapel service at the Lutheran Center, Rafael Malpica Padilla, 

executive director for Global Mission, shared his favorite Bible verse with us: “Now 

before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 

from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, 

he loved them to the end” (John 13:1). 
 

Jesus was in Jerusalem in the upper room praying with his disciples, modeling 

selfless service as he washed their feet, and preparing them for his glorification 

that would take place on the cross. 
 

“He loved them to the end.” To his bitter end on the cross, but to the end of so 

much more—to the end of the deadly grip of sin, to the end of everything that 

would try to mar the image of God borne by every human being, to the end of death. 
 

And Jesus loved them, 12 flesh and blood human beings who carried all the “stuff” people carry—passion 

and humor and courage, fear and doubt, the need to be seen and affirmed, great faith and quaking 

uncertainty. Jesus did not love the concept of disciples or the theory of people— Jesus loved them, Jesus 

loves us. 
 

Jesus loved. How does one describe that? At my cousin’s wedding, the priest noted in his sermon that 

human language is too small for God. All the poetry in the world can’t express the love for one’s beloved 

or for a new baby or for family. All of the hymns ever written or sung can’t convey the love we have for 

God. Neither can words convey how much God loves us. It’s almost incomprehensible how much we 

are loved by God. It is too much to take in. But it is true. 
 

This is the message that the Lutheran movement still has to speak to the rest of the world. God loves us. 

God means well for us and for the world. God’s love is deep and constant. And God’s love is not 

sentimental. The Incarnation was not a whim. Emmanuel, God with us, was a deliberate immersion into 

human brokenness in order to bring about healing and wholeness. “For while we were still weak … while 

we still were sinners … while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son 

…” (Romans 5:6-10). 
 

 The Lutheran movement presents an alternative face of Christianity to the world. Too often the image 

of Christianity seen in popular culture is of a judgmental transactional God demanding perfection from 

an imperfect people, a people who, in desperation, work harder and harder to save themselves. Rules 

for purity are erected—pure theology and pure morality. Stark lines are drawn defining who is in and who 

is out. Faith becomes work. Righteousness is our righteousness achieved by ourselves. 
 

Grace—God’s love freely given—is God’s work. It is not our doing. It is a gift. It is freedom. This is not for a 

minute to deny the truth of our sinfulness or that God does judge us and finds us falling seriously short. 

Grace doesn’t give us a free pass, nor does grace gloss over the reality of suffering and evil in the world. 

This grace, this freedom, makes it possible for us to realize the love of God in Christ in the world and in our 

own lives. And no human can set bounds on God’s grace. 
 

Jesus loves his own and loves us to the end. Jesus doesn’t expect us to do the same—Jesus makes it 

possible for us to do the same. Therefore, we have nothing to fear and nothing to lose when we reject 

the notion of racial supremacy, when we welcome the stranger, when we confess that God alone is first. 

We can tell that story. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=390556860
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=390556820
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Prayer List 
 

Our members: Kyle Avery, Bill Becker, Mary Davis, Dave & Lore Ellis, Sue Force, Gerald Hoffstetter, Marion Lewis, 

Bob Reisinger, George Small. Our friends and family: Mary Barnett, Donna Biler, Brendan Bradshaw, Maria 

Caruso, Ned Cornman, Nicholas, Regina & Hudson Davis, Jamie DeCanio, Pat Disbrow Koch, Terri Dufeck, 

Brittany Ellers, Kathy Faina, Florence Friebel, Samantha Gainswith, Barb Hamlin, Cindy Heydrick, Margit 

LaForest, Kathleen LaPointe, Victoria Lindman, Syliva MacFarlane, Michael O’Neill, Alyssa Parrino, Carol 

Presley, Alicia Rizzo, John Roberge, Chris Sabatini, Nzinga Smith, Anne Salmond, Michael Santabarbara, Kay 

Snodgrass, Bonnie Spiegel, Jaxon Stanley, Melissa Stellrecht, Jason Townsend, Susan White, Carol Winick. Our 

loved ones serving our country and others: Ryan Harris, Jason Maione, Ken Ryan, Tim Zakriski. 
 

If you have a friend or loved one you would like to add/remove on our prayer list, please email Rianne at 

office@messiahschenectady.org or complete a Prayer Request Card (kept on the Ushers’ Table in the back 

of the Sanctuary) and put it in the Parish Administrator’s mailbox. Thanks! 

 
May Birthdays 

 

Chris Whitman .............................................. May 1st         

Dustin Wright ................................................ May 2nd        

Atticus Roether ............................................. May 4th      

Jim Ryan ........................................................ May 5th      

Lore Ellis .......................................................... May 6th     

Emily Snyder .................................................. May 7th   

Beth Waugh .................................................. May 8th    

Charlene Kreischer .................................... May 12th    

Richard VanWormer .................................. May 12th    

Hannah Borski ............................................. May 18th    

Lacey Miller  ................................................ May 19th   

Cheryl Borski  ............................................... May 20th   

Lisa Whitman .............................................. May 20th    

Linda Klein ................................................... May 23rd    

Melissa DiGiovanni..................................... May 25th    

Haley Miller .................................................. May 26th    

John Crowther ........................................... May 30th   

Austin Karrel  .............................................. May 31st    

 
 

May Anniversaries 
Tina & Rod Bascom ................................... May 16th    

Debby & Ray Heckeler ............................. May 21st    

Jody & Bill Fleming .................................... May 22nd   

Charlene & Craig Aldi ............................... May 28th    

 

 

If we’re missing your birthday or anniversary, or 

have an incorrect date, please let Rianne know 

at office@messiahschenectady.org 

 

Readings for May 
 
 

May 6th  

Acts 10:44-48 

1 John 5:1-6 

John 15:9-17 

 

May 13th 

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

1 John 5:9-13 

John 17:6-19 

 

May 20th  

Acts 2:1-21 

Romans 8:22-27 

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

 

May 27th  

Isaiah 6:1-8 

Romans 8:12-17 

John 3:1-17 

 

June 3rd  

Deuteronomy 5:12-15 

2 Corinthians 4:5-12 

Mark 2:23--3:6 
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Worship Assistants for May 6th – June 10th  

 

 

 

If you cannot serve as scheduled, please arrange to switch with another worship assistant to the 

best of your ability. If you are unable to find somebody, please speak with Rianne and she will 

find somebody to fill in for you. Thanks ! 
 

 May 6th  May 13th  May 20th   May 27th  June 3rd  June 10th  

Assisting 
Minister 

Pamella Ford Linda Klein 
Kristen 

Olochnowicz 
Betsy Ryan Susie Schaffer Hanna Avery 

Acolyte Logan Karrel Shelby Miller 
Sarah 

Olochnowicz 
Isabella Paige Ella Roether Colby Miller 

Crucifer Abriel McGuire Haileigh Thiessen Devin Hodoroski Olivia Tedford Kyle Avery 
Hannah 

Crowther 

Lector 
Kristen 

Olochnowicz 
Beth Waugh Rachel Mathis Karen Telfeyan Linda Klein 

Amaya 

DiGiovanni 

Ushers 
Bill Becker 

John Diegel 

Jim Miller 

Nancy Stellrecht 

Marilyn Barnett 

Pamella Ford 

Elberta 

Leuschner & 

Betsy Sweet 

Paul Bode 

John Crowther 

Vanessa & 

Atticus 

Greeters 
Cheryl Borski 

Tyler Jones 

Carly DiSanto 

Barb Sandmeyer 

Kathy & Phil 

Bazicki 

Ann Marie Gray 

Kristie Becker 

Allison Bode 

Nancy 

Stellrecht 

Cheryl Borski 

Tyler Jones 

Altar Guild 
Pamella, Ella, & 

Denise 

Joyce, Abriel, & 

Carly 

Betsy Ryan & Beth 

Waugh 

Jill, Linda, & 

Grace 

Dotty, Sarah, & 

Nancy 

Pamella, Ella, & 

Denise 

Bread Baker Karrel Family Rianne Johnson Penny Incitti   Penny Incitti 

Nursery 
Molly Karrel  

Hannah Borski 

Melissa & Amaya 

DiGiovanni 

Diane Fisher 

Hanna Avery 

Molly Karrel  

Hannah Borski 

Melissa & 

Amaya 

DiGiovanni 

Diane Fisher 

Hanna Avery 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 

NEWSLETTER 

RELEASED! 

3 

6pm Troop 

2062 

7pm Choir 

Practice 

4 5 

9am Spring 

Cleanup Day 

5pm Calumet 

Fundraiser Night 

6 

9am Adult Ed, Breakfast Club, & 

Sunday School 

10:15am Service 

11:30am New Member Reception 

12:30pm CROP Walk 

6:30pm Confirmation Class 

White 

7 

6pm Anti-Bullying 

Launch 

7pm Monday 

Evening Crafters 

7pm Worship & 

Music Committee 

8 

 

9 

6pm Faith 

Formation 

Committee 

Mtg. 

7pm At the 

River I Stand 

Screening 

10 

7pm Choir 

Practice 

11 

 

12 

 

13 

9am Adult Ed, Breakfast Club, & 

Sunday School 

10:15am Service 

11:30am Calumet Craft Sale 

6:30pm Confirmation Class 

White 

14 

7pm Monday 

Evening Crafters 

15 

12pm 

Community 

Office Hours 

16 

 

17 

6pm Troop 

2062 

7pm Choir 

Practice 

 

18 

 

19 

 

 

 

 

20 

9am Adult Ed, Breakfast Club, & 

Sunday School 

10:15am Service 

11:30am Consecration Sunday 

12:30pm Calumet Bottle Sorting 

6:30pm Confirmation Class 

Red 

21 

9am Food Pantry 

6pm Capital 

Improvement 

Taskforce Mtg. 

7pm CFFD Meeting 

7pm Council Mtg. 

22 

12pm 

Community 

Office Hours 

23 

6:30pm 

Keeping Safe 

at Messiah 

24 

7pm Choir 

Practice 

25 26 

27 

9am Adult Education 

10:15am Service 

 

 

 

 

White 

28 

NEWSLETTER 

ARTICLES DUE! 

 

29 

12pm 

Community 

Office Hours 

5pm Food 

Pantry 

30 

NEWSLETTER 

RELEASED! 

 

11am Book 

Discussion 

7pm Mens’ 

Night Movie 

31 

6pm Troop 

2062 
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Community Leaders & Contacts 
 

The following contact information is not included in the public version of The Messenger.  
 

Church Officers (Executive Committee) 
Interim President: Christine DeMento 

Vice President: Jackie DeTeso 

Secretary: Stacey Hodoroski 

Financial Secretary: Penny Incitti 

Treasurer: Lisa Mell (with Phil Bazicki assisting) 
 

Congregation Council 
 

Name Phone Email Address Term 
Liaison 

Committee 

Lisa Mell 518.355.0942 (m) mlisa942@gmail.com 16-19 Budget & Finance 

Merle Longwood 518.944.4475 (m) longwood@siena.edu 16-19 

Faith Formation, 

Creation Care 

Kiersten Becker* 518.416.5651 (m) kiersten.becker@guilderlandschools.net 16-19 

Kitchen, Outreach, 

Junior Luther 

League, 

Sunday School 

Dave Barnett 518.281.9676 (m) pdavidbarnett@gmail.com 17-20 Audit, Men’s Group 

Jackie DeTeso 518.788.8222 (m) meema8@nycap.rr.com 17-20 

Worship & Music, 

SYRU 

Stacey Hodoroski 518.986.5998 (m) shodoroski@hotmail.com 17-20 Historian 

Christine 

DeMento 518.569.6002 (m) cdemento@northway.aaa.com 18-21 

Personnel, Mutual 

Ministry 

Pete Jones 518.867.2489 (m) jonesp714@gmail.com 18-21 

Care & Concern, 

Social Action 

Anne Marie Gray 518.577.0812 (m) runnergirl6221@gmail.com 18-21 

WELCA, 

Stewardship  

Dustin Wright 603.953.8782 (m) pastor@messiahschenectady.org N/A Young Adult Group 
 

*Fulfilling partial term. 

 

Staff 
Rianne Johnson, Parish Administrator: office@messiahschenectady.org 

Doug Chilton, Parish Musician: mrdoug.church@yahoo.com 

Nicole Fatato, Sexton: drumrchic19@yahoo.com 

Dakota Schaffer, Communications Coordinator: dakotaaschaffer@yahoo.com  
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Committee Chairs, Organization Chairs and Other Appointed Leaders 

 
Committee / 

Position 
Chair/ Leader(s) Phone Email Address 

Audit Neal Fisher 518.355.5193 (h) Nfisher1@nycap.rr.com 

Budget & Finance Kristie Becker 518.469.4817 (m) kristiebecker032801@gmail.com 

Bread of Life Food Pantry Judy Becker 

Joyce Gresham 

518.419.2175 (m) 

518.258.0574 (m) 

wbecker001@nycap.rr.com  

rjg301@aol.com 

Care & Concern Betsy Ryan 

Barb Hallett 

518.847.6111 (m) 

518.356.3491 (h) 

qwilll@yahoo.com 

squeaky7762@aol.com 

Creation Care VACANT VACANT VACANT 

HudMo Conference 

Assembly Delegates 

Rianne Johnson 

Susie Schaffer 

518.925.0819 (m) 

518.813.0930 (m) 

office@messiahschenectady.org 

susanschaffer03@icloud.com 

Executive Christine DeMento 518.569.6002 (m) cdemento@northway.aaa.com 

Faith Formation Jean Jones 518.370.3226 (h) dodgerjones@yahoo.com 

Historian Susie Schaffer 518.813.0930 (m) susanschaffer03@icloud.com 

Junior Luther League Kristen Olochnowicz 518.378.0756 (m) krispeno@gmail.com 

Kitchen Rich Becker 

Karen Kreischer 

518.461.0034 (m) 

518.785.9723 (h) 

richbecker2340@gmail.com 

no email 

Schenectady Youth Rise 

Up 

Sophie Mathis 

Rachel Mathis 

518.669.7991 (m) 

518.788.8221 (m) 

sophiepmathis@gmail.com 

racheldmathis@gmail.com 

Men’s Group VACANT VACANT VACANT 

Mutual Ministry Christine DeMento 518.569.6002 (m) cdemento@northway.aaa.com 

Nominating Joyce Gresham 518.258.0574 (m) rjg301@aol.com 

Outreach Molly Karrel 

Tom Collins 

518.878.9338 (m) 

518.605.1304 (m) 

relyeam@hotmail.com 

collinscomm@gmail.com 

Personnel Pamella Ford  917.414.9790 (h) pfordny@aol.com 

Property Rich Stigberg 

Charlie Zitzmann 

518.895.8137 (m) 

518.366.0150 (m) 

dickiestiggs@hotmail.com 

zitzmann1@aol.com 

SICM Delegates Nancy Stellrecht 

Betsy Ryan 

518.630.5299 (m) 

518.847.6111 (m) 

nancywestervelt@yahoo.com 

qwilll@yahoo.com 

Social Action Pete Jones 518.867.2489 (m) jonesp714@gmail.com 

Stewardship Penny Incitti 518.461.5499 (m) pennyincitti@gmail.com 

Sunday School 

Superintendent 

Cheryl Borski 518.429.6955 (m) cborski@transtechsys.com 

Upstate NY Synod 

Assembly Delegates 

Merle Longwood 

Jackie DeTeso 

518.944.4475 (m) 

518.788.8222 (m) 

longwood@siena.edu 

meema8@nycap.rr.com 

WELCA Jill Becker 518.357.9875 (m) jb@hrfmlaw.com 

Worship & Music Pastor Dustin 603.953.8782 (m) pastor@messiahschenectady.org 

Young Adult Group Rianne Johnson 518.925.0819 (m) office@messiahschenectady.org 



 
 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
2850 Guilderland Avenue 
Schenectady, NY 12306 
 
www.messiahschenectady.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Our purpose is to be a Spirit filled church following Jesus Christ. 

We will welcome all people into our fellowship so that we may all worship, praise, 

sing together and learn from one another.  With Jesus as our example we will spread 

the Word of God. 
 

Please join us for Sunday Worship at 10:15am 

Pastor 

Rev. Dustin G. Wright 

Community Office Hours: 

Tues. 12p - 2p 

 

Parish Administrator 

Rianne Johnson 

Office Hours: 

Tues. 8a-3p 

Wed. 10a-3p 

 

Interim Council President 
Christine DeMento 


