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April SICM Assembly: Stories 
of Racial Healing Tuesday, 
April 5th at 6:45pm 
In addition to running a major food 
pantry, a summer lunch program and 
more, Schenectady Inner City 
Ministry (SICM) functions as the local 
council of churches for Schenectady 
County. In order to better support 
Schenectady’s faith community in 
taking on racism, Islamophobia, 
xenophobia and other issues of 
intolerance, SICM has organized a 
four-part series of open monthly 
assemblies at Mount Olivet 
Missionary Baptist Church (1055 
Wendell Avenue) addressing various 
forms of diversity. 
During the third installment of the 
assembly series we’ll hear from Joe 
Doolittle, Co-Chair of the First 
Reformed Church’s Justice Action 
Council about Stories of Racial 
Healing, a program which uses the 
medium of storytelling to deepen 
participants’ understanding of the 
complexities of racism in our society. 

Soda Can Tab Collection for 
Charity 
Delegates to the upcoming Upstate 
NY Synod Assembly in June, have 
been asked to bring soda can tabs as 
a fundraiser for charity. More details 
will follow but for now be sure to save 
those tabs and place them in the 
appropriate container in the narthex. 
If you have any questions, please see 
Synod Assembly Delegates Susie 
Schaffer & Penny Incitti. 

 
Thank You!!! Benevolence 
Results 
On behalf of our Confirmation and 
Sunday School programs, we want to 
offer a sincere thank you to everyone 
who donated to Souper Bowl Sunday 
and our Feed a Homeless Pet Bake 
Sale. Our confirmation students 
raised $226.73 for SICM and our 
Sunday School students raised 
$290.00 for the Schoharie Valley 
Animal Shelter and Whiskers Animal 
Benevolent League. 

What in the World!?! | 
Locking the Main Entrance 
With so much increased use of our 

building, there’s been a number of 

times in the last month that the main 

entrance to our church building has 

not been fully locked, leaving us 

susceptible to all sorts of problems. 

As the main entrance door is bit 

dated, the lock doesn’t fully engage 

without giving it a bit of an extra 

shove. So, next time you lock up, 

please be sure to double check by 

trying to pull the door open one more 

time to make sure everything’s 

closed up properly. Thanks so much! 

 
Car and Concern 
Regular visits are being made by the 
Visitation Ministers.  It is always good 
to be able to spend time with our 
shut-ins.   Nine cards were sent out in 
the month of February. 
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Schedule of Events for  
Holy Week 
Palm Sunday: March 20th 10:15am  
Distribution of Palms and Holy 
Communion. 
 

Maundy Thursday: March 24th 7pm  
Holy Communion and Stripping of 
Altar. 

 

Good Friday: March 25th 7pm  
A Cantata performed by the choir. 

 

Easter Vigil: March 26th 7pm 
Special readings; Holy Communion; 
and reception following the service. 

 

Easter Sunday: March 27th 8am 
Easter Breakfast; traditional Easter 
service with Holy Communion. 
 

Easter Breakfast 
Our 45th annual Easter Breakfast is 
coming up and, guess what, it is on 
Easter Sunday, March 27th.  
Breakfast will be served from 8am to 
9:30am.  We’ll have eggs to order, 
bacon, toast, home fries, coffee, juice 
and coffee cake.  A sign-up sheet is on  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the bulletin board. Please note that 

we are asking for donations of coffee 
cakes and If you are interested in 
serving or helping with breakfast, 
please see Karen Kreischer or Bill 
Becker. 

 
 

SICM Day of Service Spring 
Bag Project 
We are putting together “Spring 
Bags” for children who use the 
Emergency Food Pantry. We are 
looking for donations to fill the bags, 
which will be distributed the week of 
April 18. Donations could include: 

 Games, puzzles 

 Coloring books, crayons 

 Sidewalk chalk, jump ropes, 
outdoor games 

 Health Snacks 

 8x10 gift bags. 
Please see Judy Becker if you have 
any questions. 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School and Christian Education  
Thank you so much for all of the support we received at our Annual Feed a 
Homeless Pet Bake Sale! We appreciate all the bake sale donations and the 
people who purchased both goodies and supplies to help make our sale so 
successful. We raised $290.00 and donated to both the Schoharie Valley 
Animal Shelter and to Whiskers. A thumbs up to all the kids who pitched in and 
help make signs, tags and sold the day of the sale. It was a big success!  Our 
next big project will be preparing for Easter Breakfast.  Don’t forget to sign up 
to wait tables if you are available!  
  
 Pastor, Jody and Christine met to discuss the future vacancies in the area of 
Christian Ed and Sunday School.  Descriptions of what the Superintendent and 
Chair of Christian Ed are responsible for were presented at Council as were 
positions in other areas of the church.  As previously noted Jody will be 
vacating the position of Superintendent and Christine will vacate her teaching 
position as well as Chair of Christian Ed at the end of this Sunday School 
year.  We felt it was a great time to review and update guidelines for 
expectations for these posts.  Please be sure to ask Jody, Christine or Pastor 
for insight to these very fulfilling positions!  Through various projects we have 
seen many talents that could make a beneficial contribution to these areas of 
the church.  Please consider sharing your talents! 

Lenten Vespers Update: 
“Christ is All and in All - A 
Conversation on Race"  
Wednesday’s at 7:00pm 
We are pleased to announce that 
Shirley Readdean, a longtime friend 
of our Spirit filled congregation with 
decades of experience working on 
issues related to racism in our local 
community, will be joining us for the 
remaining installments of this year's 
Lenten Vespers series. Here's what 
we'll be covering: 

 March 9th: Recognizing Our 
Privilege 

 March 16th: Where Do We 
Go from Here? 

Please speak with Pastor Dustin if 
you have any further questions, and 
be sure to join us at 7:00pm each 
Wednesday during Lent! 
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The Mighty Men of Messiah: 
Potluck at the Parsonage 
Monday, March 14th at 
7:00pm 
Now that the Mighty Men of Messiah 
group is going strong, it’s time for us 
to start thinking about how we might 
be called to not just have fun but also 
to serve our wider community. With 
that fact in mind, Pastor Dustin has 
organized a potluck dinner at the 
parsonage followed by a 
presentation from longtime friend of 
Messiah Jim Ryan, who regularly 
works with Habitat for Humanity. If 
you’re interested in attending, simply 
RSVP on the bulletin board in the 
narthex and be sure to bring a dish to 
share! If you have any questions, 
please speak with Pastor Dustin. 

 
 
Young Adult Dinner: “A Fuller 

House!” Thursday, March 17th 

at 6:00pm  

Our Young Adult Group is really 

picking up steam at Messiah! Last 

month we had six folks head over to 

the parsonage for a delicious Italian-

themed potluck, fun games and 

awesome conversation. As this 

month’s dinner falls on Saint Patrick’s 

Day, everyone’s invited to bring an 

Irish themed dish to share. After 

dinner we’ll watch a couple episodes 

of what’s already become a new 

classic TV show, the recently released  

Fuller House on Netflix. Please join 

us, bring a friend and feel free to 

speak with Pastor Dustin if you have 

any questions.  

 

 

 

 

 

High School Youth Group 
Update 
While looking forward to what will be 
an awesome turnout for our trip to 
Flight Trampoline Park on March 6th, 
we’re also working on further 
building community amongst our 
high school youth at Messiah. 
Recognizing how busy our young 
people are today and learning from 
the success of our Young Adult 
Group, we believe that simply 
gathering youth and their parents 
together for an occasional meal 
might be a better way to move 
forward than trying to plan large 
events. Thus, our  next gathering will 
be a barbeque hosted by Jody 
Fleming and Christine DeMento on 
Sunday, May 15th at 6:30pm. Save 
the date and look for more details in 
the Messenger and the Weekly 
Update in the coming weeks! 
 
 

Confirmation Update 
Our Confirmation class is not only  
going incredibly well, but is also 
teaching all of us at Messiah about 
what Christian Education should look 
like in a 21st century context. Nearly 
every Sunday evening, our 
confirmation students and their 
parents gather to learn more about 
the Old Testament through a 
phenomenal new curriculum from 
Augsburg Fortress called Colaborate. 
If you’ve seen any of the videos 
posted to our Facebook Page in 
recent weeks, this curriculum not 
only results in some deep 
conversation, but furthermore 
encourages our kids and their parents 
to have fun and build stronger 
community at church. Learning from 
this success, we’ve had some initial  
conversation with members of the 
Christian Education Committee 
about moving into a similar 
intergenerational model for our 

Children’s Sunday School program as 
well.  
Finally, here’s an opportunity for 
everyone at Messiah to support our 
Confirmation program… we’re 
looking for three unrelated 
individuals/ couples to serve as 
mentors for our confirmation 
students. In addition to presenting 
our students with a Colaborate Teen 
Bible sometime later this spring, our 
mentors will regularly check in with 
our students throughout the 
confirmation program, see how 
they’re doing, and offer advice as 
needed. Not only is this a great 
opportunity to support a new 
generation of folks at Messiah, but 
it’ll also be an easy way to get to know 
Olivia, Mark and Devin, three 
incredibly amazing young people! If 
you’re interested, please speak with 
Pastor Dustin. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Family Fun Day 
Save the Date: July 30th 
Save the date...Messiah's 
Community Family Fun Day 
#CFFD2016 is set for Saturday, July 
30th, 2016. Raindate 8/6. We had a 
terrific day last year and we are 
stepping it up for this year. 
Volunteers are needed. All are 
welcome! Come join us this summer. 
Please speak with Kristen 
Olochnowicz, Molly Karrel or Rachel 
Davis. 
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Confirmation & Youth  

Summer Camp June 26th – 

July 1st, 2016 

Last summer, our youth participated 

in a highly successful Mission Trip to 

Nashville. This year we’ve decided to 

go in another direction and both our 

Confirmation Class Students and 

High School Youth Group members 

are invited to attend a week of 

Lutheran summer camp at 

Vanderkamp in beautiful Cleveland, 

New York. The full cost of high school 

youth camp is $375 and the full cost of 

confirmation camp is $395, although 

depending on the number of youths 

attending, part of the cost will be paid 

be our Youth Fund. Pastor Dustin will 

be returning to his roots as a high 

school camp counselor (he worked as 

a camp counselor for about ten 

summers), but we’re looking for a 

volunteer adult camp counselor for 

the confirmation students’ camp as 

well. If you or your youth are 

interested in attending, please sign-

up on the bulletin board in the 

narthex and if you have any 

questions, please speak with Pastor 

Dustin. 

 

Food Pantry 
The Bread of Life food pantry, here at 
Messiah, is doing very well.  We are 
serving about 2 families a month and 
are still pretty well stocked, thanks to 
your generosity.  We are looking for 
help, to work the food pantry, during 
the day, when a client comes in.  We 
are trying to spread it around so no 
one is being called on too often.   If 
you would be able to help, please see 
Jill Becker or Judy Becker.  Again, 
thanks to all who have helped to 
make this endeavor possible and 
successful. 

Congregational Vitality Assessment Results 
Over the past month, Messiah has taken part in a short survey called the 
Congregational Vitality Assessment, a program mandated by the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America that will help us discern how God is working in our 
congregation and opportunities we have for further carrying out God's mission 
for us, "to be a Spirit filled church following Jesus Christ." After receiving sixty-
five responses representing a majority of our active members and friends 
(including our Sunday School students), it’s incredible news to know that in all 
areas, Messiah scored as extremely well. You can view the complete results 
online, but the following are a few of our most important learnings: 
 

 Messiah’s greatest strengths were: 1) excitement about the future, 2) 
being a positive force in the community, 3) having worship services that 
nourish our faith and 4) incorporating newcomers into our 
congregation. 

 Messiah’s two areas in need of the most improvement (although we 
still scored highly) were: 1) equipping members to share their faith with 
others and 2) seeking out and using the gifts of all ages. Most notably 
in this area, a majority of our Children’s Sunday School Students 
indicated their gifts weren’t being fully utilized. 

 Despite the fact that many key leaders in our congregation took the 
survey, they didn’t identify themselves as lay leaders, likely pointing to 
our need for further leadership development. 
 

Please read this month’s Letter from Pastor Dustin to find out more about how 
we plan to utilize this important information as we continue growing into a 
bright future together! Many thanks to everyone who took the survey! 

SCED Dialogue to Change Program Schenectady County 
Embraces Diversity  

(SCED)’s Dialogue to Change program is a community dialogue process to help 
people explore complex issues, make some decisions and begin to take action. 
Our focus is reached by a series of structured dialogues (referred to as ‘study 
circles’) that provide a safe and effective way for residents to discuss and 
address community issues. A single study circle is a small, diverse group (10-15) 
of participants who meet for about two hours weekly for a structured dialogue 
over six weeks where they address a critical public issue in a democratic and 
collaborative way. Led by a neutral facilitator, people consider an issue from 
many points of view. Study circle dialogues are not typical meetings in which 
members feel unheard and worse still, feel that nothing is resolved or acted 
upon. On the contrary, a round of dialogue is designed to lead to collaborative 
action. The Spring 2016 series will begin the week of April 3 for six weeks. The 
curriculum builds momentum and community; it is important therefore that all 
who sign up take part fully. Please sign-up and indicate your 
preference/availability on the times using this online form or by filling out a 
paper application found on the narthex bulletin board. For information contact 
Rev. Horace Sanders, Jr. at 374-2683 ext. 112 or FearNot@SICM.us. Space is 
limited! Sign up to reserve your space now! 
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First Communion Classes for Kids and Parents Beginning 
Sunday, April 3rd at 11:30am 
At Messiah it’s a long standing tradition that after a period of study, baptized 
kids in the third grade or higher are first welcomed to partake in Holy 
Communion. If your child, family member or another loved one fits this 
description, you’re both invited to join me for a four-part preparatory series 
using the fed and forgiven curriculum from Augsburg Fortress! During these 
classes we’ll learn more about how Jesus welcomes all God’s children into Holy 
Communion, how communion works and how communion helps prepare us to 
go out and serve our neighbors each and every week! One thing I’ve been 
learning more and more from teaching Confirmation Class especially over the 
past year is the value of parents and their children learning together, so at least 
one parent or guardian for each child is strongly urged to take part in these 
classes as well. Classes are scheduled for the following dates: 
 

 Sunday, April 3rd following worship: Jesus Gives Us the Gift  
of Communion 

 Sunday April 10th following worship: Communion Connects Us  
with God’s Love 

 Sunday, April 24th following worship: Communion Feeds Us  
in Many Way 

 Wednesday, May 11th at 6:30pm: Communion Prepares Us  
to Serve Others 

 
Scheduling is never easy nowadays, so while students are required to complete 
all four sessions, it’s certainly possible to schedule make up session if needed. 
Children will then participate in the Rite of First Communion on Pentecost, 
Sunday, May 15th during our regular service at 10:15am with a reception to 
follow. All family, friends are other loved ones are invited to join us! If you have 
any questions, or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
-Pastor Dustin 

Spring 2016 New Member Class Sunday, June 12th at 
11:00am 
Wow! Whether it be at our Young Adult Dinners, at Midweek Lenten Vespers 
or in our Sunday morning Services of Holy Communion, it’s been incredible 
over the last couple months to see a large group of new folks involved in the 
many ministries of our Spirit filled church. If you’re one of those people and 
are thinking about taking the step of becoming official members at Messiah, 
our Spring 2016 New Member Class is for you! The process starts by 
scheduling a time to sit down with Pastor Dustin so that he can answer any 
questions or concerns you might have about membership. Then, on June 
12th following worship, we’ll hold a group class for all folks interested in 
membership that will both cover both “Lutheranism 101” and “Messiah 101.” 
The following Wednesday, June 15th at 7:00pm, we’ll host what’s become 
one of the most cherished events at Messiah, our New Member Dinner, 
which will be a time for everyone in the class to both get to know one another 
and their congregational sponsors. Finally, the Class of Spring 2016 will be 
officially welcomed in as members of Messiah on Sunday, June 26th with a 
reception to follow. 

Helped Needed with our 
Parsonage Repair Project 
 
Greetings fellow Messiah family and 
friends, 
 
On behalf of the Messiah Property 
Committee, I am reaching out to you in 
an effort to solve an issue we have at the 
parsonage. Due to extensive water 
damage over many years, the first floor 
bathroom is in dire need of 
repair/renovation; the problems we are 
facing now will certainly grow into more 
serious issues if we do not address them 
soon. 
 
That said, we are inquiring through our 
congregation first for any congregation 
members, or their family members, 
who have knowledge of and/ or skills in 
the field carpentry, plumbing, 
remodeling, etc. to volunteer at least in 
some capacity to our parsonage 
bathroom renovation repair project. 
While we always seem to have many 
consultants at our disposal, we are in 
genuine need of skilled minds and 
hands to perform the work, or donate 
materials.  Time seems to be a precious 
commodity for all of us, but we all know 
that many hands make light work.  At 
the very least, any parishioners or their 
family members who are pro’s in this 
type of work are welcome to contact us 
to submit a quote (and discounts would 
be much appreciated and an added 
blessing!)  
 
For further information, please contact 
Pastor Dustin at (603) 953-8782, the 
church office at (518) 355-2311, or 
myself @ (518) 598-4659. 
 
Thanks in advance, and we look forward 
to hearing from and possibly working 
with you and/ or yours soon! 
 
Rich Stigberg 
Messiah Property Committee Co-Chair 
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The next day Moses sat as judge for the people, while the people stood around him from morning until evening. When Moses’ 
father-in-law saw all that he was doing for the people, he said, ‘What is this that you are doing for the people? Why do you sit 
alone, while all the people stand around you from morning until evening?’ Moses said to his father-in-law, ‘Because the people 
come to me to inquire of God. When they have a dispute, they come to me and I decide between one person and another, 
and I make known to them the statutes and instructions of God.’ Moses’ father-in-law said to him, ‘What you are doing is not 
good. You will surely wear yourself out, both you and these people with you. For the task is too heavy for you; you cannot do 
it alone. Now listen to me. I will give you counsel, and God be with you! You should represent the people before God, and you 
should bring their cases before God; teach them the statutes and instructions and make known to them the way they are to 
go and the things they are to do… So it will be easier for you, and they will bear the burden with you. If you do this, and God 
so commands you, then you will be able to endure, and all these people will go to their home in peace.’ – Exodus 18: 13 - 23 

 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 

I know, it’s a bit long, but read the passage from Exodus above. Can you believe it?  
Even an incredibly awesome leader like Moses needed to learn how to delegate…  
and not only that, he needed outside help from his father-in-law Jethro to figure out 
how to make it happen! After a couple years straight of ridiculously rapid growth at  
Messiah in terms of both people and programming, we as a congregation are in a 
 very similar situation as Moses was… a time when we need to greatly expand our lay 
leadership base and strengthen the way we do things at Messiah if we want to  
continue growing without burning folks out. Interestingly enough, this fact was  
very much reflected in the Congregational Vitality Assessment our congregation just  
completed… One of our weakest areas was “seeking out and using the gifts of all ages,  
and perhaps even more telling was the fact that most of the folks I would consider key leaders in our congregation didn’t 
identify themselves as such. It’s nice that we’re humble I suppose, but wow, we have incredible talent and resources in our 
Spirit-filled church, but we absolutely need to get better at using it. Luckily, the amazing folks at the Upstate New York Synod 
of the ELCA have taken notice of all the amazing things going on here, and just like Jethro helped Moses, in conjunction with 
our Congregational Council they’ll soon be helping us raise up new leaders in a variety of ways:  
 

 Transformational Ministry Training: From April 29th to April 30th the synod is subsidizing my participation in a two-
day workshop on strengthening and transforming congregations, a process which our Congregational Vitality 
Assessment data will feed into. 

 Leadership Retreat: We’re currently in the midst of scheduling a half-day leadership retreat with Rev. Norma Malfatti, 
Director of Evangelical Mission for the Upstate New York Synod. We’ll be putting out an online Doodle poll soon to 
find out which late-spring date works best for everyone, but all council members, committee chairs, officers and other 
interested individuals are strongly encouraged to attend. 

 A Visit from Bishop Macholz: We’re also in the midst of scheduling a Sunday where Bishop John Macholz will come 
and preach on strengthening congregational leadership, likely sometime this summer. While he’s here, we’re also 
hoping to have our new landscaping and community garden in place for him to bless/ commission. 

 Time & Talent Sunday: Our Stewardship Committee has decided to split out our Time & Talent discernment from our 
regular financial stewardship programming on Consecration Sunday. One idea is to have my old pastor from when I 
was growing up, Rev. Bill White, join us to talk about how my childhood congregation in Connecticut was able to raise 
up new leaders as it rapidly grew back in the 1990s. 

 
So, in short, the coming months are definitely a time for us as a Spirit filled church to begin thinking more about delegation, 
raising up new leaders and discerning about how to live into our future together as larger congregation. We have a lot of folks 
willing to support us, and lot of resources at our disposal, and with God’s help, I have no doubt we’ll overcome what’s definitely 
a very positive challenge. And thanks be to God for that! 
 

May God’s peace be with you, 

 
Pastor Dustin 
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Readings for March 
March 6th  
Joshua 5:9-12 
Psalm 32 
2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
Luke 15:1-3,11b-32 
 
March 13th  
Isaiah 43:16-21 
Psalm 126 
Philippians 3:4b-14 
John 12:1-8 
 
 

March 20th  
Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalm 31:9-16 
Philippians 2:5-11 
Luke 22:14-23:56 
 
March 27th  
Acts 10:34-43 
Psalm 118:1-2,14-24 
1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
Luke 24:1-2 

Lesser Festivals and Commemorations 
3/1 George Herbert, hymnwriter, 1633 
3/2 John Wesley, 1791; Charles Wesley, 1788; renewers of the church 
3/7 Perpetua and Felicity and companions, martyrs at Carthage, 202 
3/10 Harriet Tubman, 1913; Sojourner Truth, 1883; renewers society 
3/12 Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, 604 
3/17 Patrick, bishop, missionary to Ireland, 461 
3/19 Joseph, Guardian of Jesus 
3/21 Thomas Cranmer, Bishop of Canterbury, martyr, 1556 
3/22 Jonathan Edwards, teacher, missionary to American Indians, 1758 
3/24 Oscar Arnulfo Romero, Bishop of El Salvador, martyr, 1980 
3/25 Annunciation of Our Lord 
3/29 Hans Nielsen Hauge, renewer of the church, 1824 
3/31 John Donne, poet 1631 
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THIS IS WHAT COMMUNITY LOOKS LIKE 

FROM THE PARISH ADMINISTRATORS DESK 

Slowly, but surely I am making lead way in reorganizing the functionality 
of the office here at Messiah. We purchased a new computer and will soon 
be purchasing a new printer. Both purchases will make daily tasks of my 
job much easier. I am going through all of our old files and stockpiles as 
well to get them better situated.  
 
In the reorganization of the office, I have updated my office hours. I will 
be available each Monday and Wednesday from 10am to 1pm in case you 
need to stop by the office. You can always reach me via email if you need 
me (office@messiahschenectady.org), or you could leave a note in my 
mailbox! That said, if you want anything included in the bulletin please 
make sure I receive it by 9am the Monday prior to service. This way I can 
ensure that it is included. 
 
Ephesians 4:32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, as God in Christ forgave you. 
 

mailto:office@messiahschenectady.org
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4%3A32&version=ESV
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Our Presiding Bishop’s Monthly Letter 

In order to help connect our members to the wider work of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, we’ll begin including 
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton’s monthly column for “The Lutheran” in the Messenger. If you’re interesting in receiving 
your own subscription of “The Lutheran” each month either digitally or in hard copy, please speak with Pastor Dustin. 

 
Holy Saturday 

A space between Good Friday and Easter 
 

They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according 
to the burial custom of the Jews. Now there was a garden in the place where he was 
crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. 
And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they 
laid Jesus there (John 19:40-42). 

 
Holy Saturday. A pause. A space between Good Friday and Easter. A full tomb and,  
except for the guard, an empty garden. Still. Silent. We don’t pay a lot of attention  
to Holy Saturday other than as our day of preparation for Easter Sunday. The youth  
group needs to get ready for the Easter breakfast. The altar guild is busy arranging  
lilies and preparing the altar. Grocery stores are filled. Eggs are dyed. We are  
occupied with busy anticipation. We have moved on from Good Friday. Even the  
Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday night looks forward to and heralds the resurrection. We, 

of course, live after the first Easter. We do know how the story turns out, and it would be contrived to be in Holy Saturday as 
if we didn’t know about the resurrection. But we are given this one holy day to pause. We are given this holy space to grieve, 
to be empty, to realize that life, as we know it, is over. This is deeply uncomfortable in our culture. We see this on the news 
when people start to speak about closure immediately after a tragedy. This could be a well-meaning attempt to relieve the 
pain, but it doesn’t heal. There is danger in moving too quickly from grief. It is important to resist the urge to usher the afflicted 
to “closure.” 
 
Grief from Sandy Hook, Mother Emmanuel, Katrina, San Bernardino and other tragedies cannot be rushed. None of the Good 
Fridays in our lives can. The resurrection came after an actual death. The crucifixion was not a metaphor. A heart stopped 
beating. He breathed his last. A son died. Mothers in Syria and El Salvador and the South Side of Chicago stand at the 
cross.  But Holy Saturday is more than the necessary and holy space to face death without denial and to grieve without the 
dulling anesthetic of sentimentality. There is something much deeper going on. It is an invitation to accept that life, as we 
know it, is over. All of our plans, all of our willfulness and all of our good intentions are over. On Holy Saturday we are invited 
to shed our life and enter the tomb. Our effort and righteousness as much as our sin bind us. Our effort to save our lives binds 
us. This is true as much for the church as it is for each member. 
 
I’m grateful for the faithful innovation and hard work of our people and congregations. I’m not so far removed from parish 
ministry that I don’t remember its struggles as well as its joys. There is something noble and dear about saints who come week 
after week, year after year to hear and receive the gospel and, as a response to grace, participate in God’s reconciling work in 
the world. But there comes a time to take to heart Jesus’ teaching: “For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake will find it” (Matthew 16:25). The day between Good Friday and Easter can be seen as empty, a 
void, something to be resisted at all costs, something to be filled. It is the same reaction that many in our culture have to 
silence. It’s as if sound and activity prove that we still exist. But I think the space between crucifixion and resurrection — truly 
terrifying and truly compassionate — beckons us from our life to life in Christ. After all, it wasn’t all the noise and fireworks 
that got Elijah’s attention, but the sound of sheer silence (1 Kings 19:11-13). When we shed our lives and enter the tomb, when 
silence is all around, then we see that Jesus is already there ahead of us, anticipating us, welcoming us to be still and to die in 
him and find our life in him. Rest, dear church. 



 

 

 

Your participation in these ministries is appreciated. 
If you cannot serve as scheduled, please arrange to switch with someone. 

 

Worship Assignments for March 6 – April 10 
 

March 6 March 13 March 20 March 27 April 3 April 10 

Assisting 
Minister 

Kristen Olchnowicz Betsy Ryan Susie Schaffer Pamella Ford Anthony Miller Linda Klein 

Crucifer Hanna Avery Mark Lavenia Olivia Tedford Devin Hodoroski Hanna Avery Kendra Lavenia 

Acolyte Kyle Avery Hannah Borski Hannah Crowther Kyle Avery Hannah Borski Hannah Crowther 

Lector Beth Waugh Kody Schaffer Rich Stigberg Margaret Glennie Rich Becker Amaya DiGiovanni 

Ushers 
Phil Davis 

Susie Schaffer 
Paul Bode 

John Crowther 
Amanda Avery 

Kyle Avery 
Bill Becker 

John Diegel 
Kendal Fleming 

Danielle Sefcovic 
Paul Bode  

John Crowther 

Greeters 
Beth Waugh 

Laura Underkoffler 
Allison Bode 

Nancy Stellrecht 
Betty Friebel 

Barb Sandmeyer 
Marilyn Barnett 

Tammi Crowther 
Cheryl Borski 
Beth Waugh 

Allison Bode 
Nancy Stellrecht 

Altar Guild 
Betsy Ryan 

Beth Waugh 
Jill Becker 

Grace Olochnowicz 
Dotty Diegel 

Sarah Olochnowicz 
Pamella Ford 

Denise Larrabee 

Joyce Greshan 
Barb Sandmeyer 

Betty Friebel 

Betsy Ryan 
Beth Waugh 

Bread Baker Penny Incitti 
Kristen and Grace 

Olochnowicz 
Dotty Diegel Linda Klein Baker Needed Baker Needed 

Nursery 
Vanessa Ford-Roether 

Diane Fisher 
Molly Karrel 

Amber Hodoroski 
Hanna Avery 

Hannah Borski 
Erica Lavenia 

Kendra Lavenia 
Melissa DiGiovanni 
Amaya DiGiovanni 

Molly Karrel 
Amber Hodoroski 

Snow 
Shoveler 

Pastor Dustin Derrick Schultz Shoveler Needed Kristen Olochnowicz Shoveler Needed Rich Becker 

Proofreader Beth Waugh Pete Jones Ernie Incitti Susanna Collins Beth Waugh Pete Jones 



 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
Pastor 
Rev. Dustin Wright 
Office Hours 
Mon-Thurs 10a-1p 
 
Parish Administrator 
Rachel Davis 
Office Hours 
Mon/Wed – 9a-2p 
 
Council President 
Charles Zitzmann 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
2850 Guilderland Avenue 
Schenectady, NY  12306 
 

   

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Our Mission- 

 
To be a spirit filled church following Jesus Christ. 
We will welcome all people into our fellowship 

so that we may all worship, praise, sing together and learn 
from one another.  With Jesus as our example we will spread 

the Word of God. 
 

Please join us for Sunday Worship at 10:15am. 

 

 

 

 


