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By Rev. Dustin G. Wright 
 

As we approach Holy Week of 2017, we’re well into the tenth year since New 
York State’s highest court, the Court of Appeals, ruled on the Campaign for 
Fiscal Equity (CFE) school funding lawsuit. The CFE lawsuit was brought by 
parents against the State of New York claiming that children were not being 
provided an opportunity to an adequate education. In 2006, the NYS Court of 
Appeals ruled in CFE’s favor and found that New York State is violating students 
constitutional right to a “sound and basic education” by leaving schools 
without equitable funding. Schools were ordered to receive $5.5 billion increase 
in basic operating aid (also known as Foundation Aid) statewide over the 
course of a four-year phase-in from 2007 to 2011. The formula created in 
response to the CFE case distributes aid based on student need and accounts 
for the ability of the school district or city to raise money from local property 
taxes. It was intended to close the spending gap between districts and create 
an equitable education system for all students but has never been fully 
implemented. 
 
Here at Messiah Lutheran Church we’re passionate about using the stories of 
our faith to understand contemporary issues and furthermore, we feel called by 
our God in Christ to do what we can for our kids! In that spirit, we developed 
the following short play based on Daniel 3: 1-29, a story likely adapted into a 
political satire during the Hellenistic occupation of Jerusalem, to help 
understand how God is at work in our contemporary situation. We enact this 
play during the Great Vigil of Easter, when Daniel is traditionally read. 
 
For more information on public education funding in New York State, visit 
Alliance for Quality Education. 
 



Characters 
Narrator 1 (N1) 
Narrator 2 (N2) 
Special Assistant (SA) 
Bigwig (B) 
Governor Coulddoalotbettar (GC) 
Chad (CH) 
Mischa (M 
Abe (AB) 
 
N1. Front and center. Governor stands as well. In the wealthiest suburb of New 

York State, Governor Coulddoalotbettar was just about to open a brand-
new school, the fanciest in the whole country, and then name it after 
himself! And wowzers, he had a lot to be proud of! The school had its own 
hologram projector, and the latest 5D printers and even robotic lunch 
ladies! 

 
N2. Front and center. So, Governor Coulddoalotbettar sent for all the 

senators, the assembly members, and the top donors, the reality TV stars, 
the appointees, the business tycoons, the media elites and all the other 
New York bigwigs to assemble and come to the opening of his new high 
school. So, all the senators, the assembly members, and the top donors, 
the reality TV stars, the appointees, the business tycoons, the media elites 
and all the other New York bigwigs assembled for the dedication of the 
new fancy school in the wealthiest suburb in the whole state! 

 
N1. When everyone was there live-Tweeting the big event, the governor’s 

special assistant proclaimed over the loud speaker, 
 
SA. From the choir loft. Instrumental sounds are played after each “ 

instrument” is listed. You are strongly urged, O bigwigs of New York, when 
you hear the sound of key-tar, the kazoo, the lute, the flute, the 
saxaboom, the autotune and the cowbell to cheer loudly and raise the 
roof as Governor Coulddoalotbettar opens his new fancy school in the 
wealthiest suburb in the state! Whoever does not cheer and raise the roof 
immediately will be thrown in jail and fined! 

 
N2. Therefore, as soon as all the people heard the sound of the key-tar, the 

kazoo, the lute, the flute, the saxaboom, the autotune and the cowbell 
they raised the roof and cheered for the Governor! 

 



N1. Accordingly, at this time, a certain bigwig came forward and denounced 
a group of poorer students who came out from the cities and the hill 
towns that day to protest. And he said to Governor Coulddoalotbettar, 

 
B. Running into the sanctuary to the Gov. “O governor, you are the fleekest! 

You, O Governor, are opening this big fancy school in the wealthiest 
suburb of New York, but those poor scrubamuffins from the cities and the 
hill towns aren’t raising the roof and cheering, and in fact, they’re 
shouting that all schools should be funded equally! How ridiculous! And 
that’s even after they heard the sound of the key-tar, the kazoo, the lute, 
the flute, the saxaboom, the autotune and the cowbell! Their names are 
Chad, Misha and Abe. They pay no heed to you, O Governor!” 

 
N2. Chad, Misha and Abe stand up. Then Governor Coulddoalotbettar, in a 

furious rage commanded that Chad, Misha and Abe be brought in, so 
they brought those students before the Governor. And the Governor said: 

 
GC. “Is it true, O Chad, Misha and Abe, that you do not raise the roof and 

cheer for our beloved Governor? Now if you are ready when you hear the 
sound of the key-tar, the kazoo, the lute, the flute, the saxaboom, the 
autotune and the cowbell, well and good! But if you do not, you will be 
thrown in jail! 

 
N1. And Chad replied directly facing the Governor, 
 
CH. “O Coulddoalotbettar, we have no need to present a defense to you on 

this matter, for we are working for justice.” 
 
N2. Then Misha added, 
 
MI. We will not cheer and raise the roof for you! As followers of Christ, we 

know everyone is a child of God, and therefore deserve an equal 
education! New York State spends more on public education than almost 
every state in the country, but a very disproportionate amount of that 
money goes to educate the wealthiest and most advantaged of 
students! 

 
N1. But the Governor’s Special Assistant could see Coulddoalotbettar was 

getting even more furious about the motley student protestors ruining his 
big day, so he jumped in, 

 



SA. “This is your last warning! If you do not cheer for the Governor and raise 
the roof, you’ll be thrown in jail! For seven times longer than customary! 
And it’ll be miserable! Worse than a fiery furnace!” 

 
AB. Jail? We have no fear of jail! For we already live in a fiery furnace! Our 

friends go to school hungry and can’t concentrate! Our class sizes are 
huge! Our school is crumbling and mold and mushrooms are growing out 
of the walls! Yet you just built a fancy new school in the wealthiest suburb 
of New York! How is that justice? Throw us in jail! For we know we’re doing 
God’s work, and God will be with us in your silly jail! 

 
N2. Then Governor Coulddoalotbettar was so filled with rage against Chad, 

Misha and Abe that his face was distorted. And he ordered his strongest 
security guards to bind them and throw them in jail. And there they 
stayed, for three long weeks, singing songs to God, speaking to reporters 
about the condition of their school and praying for one another. 

 
N1. Eventually, Chad, Misha and Abe got the attention of the whole country, 

and embarrassed Governor Coulddoalotbettar who’s probably running 
for president, so still raging, the Gov. and his special assistant visited the 
prison where they were held. Before going in to try to strike a deal, the 
Governor looked into their cell over the security camera, and exclaimed 
to his assistant, 

 
GC. “Was it not three students we bound and threw bound into jail? For I see 

four young people unbound, holding hands and praying, and the fourth 
student is well, kind of shimmering.” 

 
N2. Even though the Governor’s assistant couldn’t see the fourth student at 

all, and frankly thought the Governor was losing it, Governor 
Coulddoalotbettar knew who he saw in that jail cell with the three 
students. It was God. And the Governor remembered he was a good 
man, and his heart softened, and he immediately ran down to the jail cell 
saying, 

 
GC. “Chad, Misha and Abe, come out! Come here!” 
 
N1. So, Chad, Misha and Abe were released from their jail cell. And then all 

the senators, the assembly members, and the top donors, the reality TV 
stars, the appointees, the business tycoons, the media elites and all the 
other bigwigs read the news on their Twitter-feed, and saw things were 



going to change in New York. All God’s children were going to be 
supported equally. The Governor was going to do a lot better. Wealthy 
kids and poorer kids, kids of color and white kids, city kids and kids in the 
hill towns alike were going to get an equal education. 

 
N2. And with God’s help, they will. 
	


