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Christmas Eve at Messiah 

 

We invite everyone to worship with us on 

Christmas Eve as we celebrate in the birth of 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Our Family 

Christmas Eve Service will be at 5:00pm and 

we invite you to stay for our Christmas Eve Pot 

Luck immediately following. At 9:00 pm we 

gather for our annual Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Eucharist.  
 
 

 Christmas Eve Pot Luck Supper 

 

Join us on Christmas Eve at 6:00 p.m. for our 

Christmas Eve Potluck Dinner, which has been 

one of longest standing Christmas Eve 

traditions here at Messiah. It is a great time for 

family and friends to join together in fellowship 

to celebrate the birth of the greatest gift we’ve 

been given. Place settings, dessert and 

beverages will be provided. All we ask is that 

you bring a dish to share. A sign-up sheet will 

be on the bulletin board in the narthex. Why 

not make this your new family tradition as well! 
 

 

Christmas Poinsettias 

We are taking orders for 

poinsettias (red or white) 

through Sunday, 

December 13th. The 

cost is $8 per plant. If 

you would like to order a 

plant, complete the insert 

in Sunday’s bulletin or 

contact the church office. 

 

MESSIAH CHOIRS CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
 

A concert filled with music of the season will be 

held on Sunday, December 13, 2015 at 6:00 

p.m., featuring Doug Chilton, Jill Becker and 

Kristen Olochnowicz, along with some very 

special guests. Of course, refreshments will 

follow. So invite all of your friends and family for 

a wonderful festive evening. A Free Will 

Offering will be collected with the proceeds 

going to help support our Christmas Outreach 

Program. 
 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
 

Get those voices in tune and join us 

for a wonderful afternoon of caroling. 

We will gather at the church at 12:30 

pm on Saturday, December 20th 

and head to some of our local shut 

ins. There is a sign-up sheet on the 

bulletin board to let us know you are 
coming. 
 
 

WWEELLCCAA  CChhrriissttmmaass  PPaarrttyy 
 

WELCA will holding its Christmas Party 

on Tuesday, December 15 at 6:30 pm.  It will be 

held at the home of Jody Fleming.  Please 

bring a dish to share; a $10 grab bag gift and 

personal care item(s) for the Battered Women's 

Shelter.  Beverages and dessert will be 

provided.  Hostesses are Jody Fleming; Kristie 

Becker and Diane Fisher. 
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Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you should be in 

agreement and that there should be no divisions among you, but that you should be united in the same mind 

and the same purpose. – 1 Corinthians 1:10 

 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,  

 

In last month’s issue of the The Messenger, I reflected on both the 

incredible growth we’ve experienced at Messiah over the last 

year as well as the exciting yet perhaps scary challenges we 

now face.  With new folks blessing our Spirit filled church with 

their presence nearly every Sunday and as more of our members 

feel God’s call to take on new leadership positions, I discussed 

how it’s often difficult to know who everyone is or know who’s in 

charge of what ministry. I also laid out some ways our staff, the 

Congregational Council and I are attempting to lessen 

confusion in such a dynamic environment, including a tighter 

newsletter publication schedule, the reinstitution of quarterly 

financial statements and asking all our committees to begin 

meeting at regular intervals. Thanks be to God that with your 

support, we’ve accomplished nearly all of these tasks over the 

past month… most of our committees have meetings scheduled 

well into 2016 and everyone except for me sent their newsletter 

articles into Rachel before the deadline last Wednesday! 

 

While these initiatives are a step in the right direction, wow, after looking out at the over one hundred faces 

who joined us for the Eucharist two Sundays ago I realized that just making some minor adjustments in the office 

isn’t nearly enough to properly navigate the changes we’ve experienced. As you well know, all change, even 

when it’s mostly positive change, puts a great deal of stress on any system, whether it’s a family, a multinational 

corporation or our Spirit filled church. And in Christian freedom we can confess that signs of this stress are 

becoming apparent at Messiah… some relationships are frayed, many of our top volunteers are absolutely 

exhausted and geesh, it almost always feels like we’re simply moving too fast! 

 

In order to both provide a strong foundation for future growth and to make sure we’re consistently following 

God’s mission for us, “to be a Spirit filled church following Jesus Christ,” I urge you to prayerful discern how you 

can do three things in the opening months of our next church year together: reconnect, rejuvenate and 

celebrate. If there’s someone you’ve offended or left out of the loop in recent months, simply apologize. Take 

the time to introduce yourself to someone new each and every Sunday and then learn something about that 

person in turn. If you’re currently ministering in a way that’s no longer life giving, let me or Congregation Council 

know… maybe there’s a different way God’s calling you to serve! And perhaps most importantly, let’s 

celebrate all that has been accomplished at Messiah before too quickly moving onto the next big thing. 

 

On the office/ governance end of things, we’re trying to find additional ways to support you in this process. 

Next month the Messenger will begin featuring a new section called “Minister of the Month” in order to both 

recognize the hard work of one of our members and to help us to get to know each other. In attempt to 

explain why certain obscure things are done a certain way at Messiah, this month’s issue features another new 

section affectionately titled, “Why in the World!?!” Finally, I’d like to discern how we could begin not only 

offering adult Sunday School classes but also an afternoon weekend retreat or two. In the end though, 

continuing to be “united in the same mind and the same purpose” will take all of us carefully and prayerfully 

considering how to reconnect, rejuvenate and celebrate all the amazing ways God has blessed our Spirit filled 

church. 

 

May God’s peace be with you, 

 
Rev. Dustin G. Wright  
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2016 Altar Flowers and Bulletin 

Dedication 

 

Signup charts are now available for bulletin 

and altar flower dedications for 2016. Fill in your 

name next to the date you would like in 

narthex and be sure to complete a dedication 

slip. The cost for altar flowers is $10 and the cost 

for bulletins is $6.  
 
  

CHRISTMAS COOKIE DECORATING AND BABYSITTING DAY 
 

What a great way to get a jump on your 

Christmas Shopping! On Saturday, December 

20th from 10:00am – noon, several members 

(young and old) will be on hand to watch 

those little ones while you go off and do some 

shopping. We will have some fun activities 

planned, one of which will be decorating 

sugar cookies for the children to take home for 

their families. We’ll provide the fun, cookies 

and decorations.  So put it on your calendar 

and if they want to bring a friend, we’ll have 

plenty of room. Please sign-up on the sheet on 

the bulletin board just so we can get an idea 

of how many cookies we will need. 
 

 

GREENING OF THE CHURCH 

 

We will be decorating the 

church for Christmas 

immediately following 

worship on the 6th.  What 

a great way to get in the 

Christmas spirit.  We have 

jobs for all ages!  
 
 

 

 

Snow Shoveling Volunteers Needed 

 

We are asking for volunteers to assist in this 

year’s snow shoveling season. Please sign up 

for a week on the bulletin board and if there 

isn’t any snow, you’re off the hook. If we are 

unable to fill most weeks, we will need to put in 

a line for paid snow shovelers in this upcoming 

year’s budget.  
 

 
 

Christmas Outreach Opportunities 

 

Community outreach is a very important part 

of the ministry at Messiah Lutheran Church, 

which is obvious by the generosity shown by 

our congregation throughout the year. If you 

are looking for some outreach idea’s for the 

Christmas season, here are some suggestions. 

 

Option #1 – Our congregation has once again 

adopted a local family for Christmas; 3 

children and 2 adults. We are looking for 

monetary contributions which will then be used 

to purchase gifts off of the family’s wish list. 

Donations will be accepted until December 

13th and can be given to Dotty & John Diegel. 

The gifts will be purchased and delivered to 

the family on December 18th.  

 

Option #2 – The Schenectady City Mission is 

looking for donations for their Christmas Toy 

Store. A box will be placed in the narthex for 

unwrapped items and will be collected 

through December 6th. Some of the items they 

are looking for are, anything Star Wars, Lego 

Sets, Matchbox Cars, Dolls, Trucks, Nerf Guns, 

Dress Up Items (princess dresses, fireman 

costumes, ect.), Coloring Books and Crayons, 

Bath and Body Sets. They are also looking for 

hats, gloves, scarves, tapes, wrapping paper 

and gift tags. (If you are willing to deliver the 

collected gifts to the City Mission, please let Jill 

Becker know.) 

 

Thank you for your generosity!  
 

  

CCAARREE  AANNDD  CCOONNCCEERRNN  
  

For the month of October, we sent 15 cards. 

The Eucharistic Ministry is progressing very 

nicely.  A new travel communion kit was 

purchased and dedicated in the memory of 

Louise Engvold. If you know of anyone who 

could use cheering up or a visit, please let 

Judy Becker or Betsy Ryan know. 
 

 

Stewardship Committee News 
 

The year to date mailings will be out soon. 

Thank you to all that participated in 

Stewardship.  
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Why in the World !?!  

The Baptismal Water “Stoup” 

 

You may have 

noticed since 

this past spring 

we have what 

looks like a 2nd 

baptismal font in 

addition to our 

regular granite 

font at the front 

of our sanctuary. 

It’s only sort of a 

baptismal font 

though really... 

while it used to 

serve as the font 

in Messiah’s old sanctuary before the church 

building underwent major renovations in the 

late 1960s, this font is now used for what is 

called a “stoup.” Stoups filled with baptismal 

water are placed near the entrances of 

Roman Catholic, Anglican and some Lutheran 

sanctuaries so believers can make the Sign of 

the Cross as a reminder of their baptism when 

entering or exiting a worship service. To make a 

traditional western Sign of the Cross, dip two 

fingers in the baptismal water, the touch your 

forehead, followed by your chest, your left 

shoulder and then your right while saying, “In 

the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy 

Spirit.” It’s certainly no magic trick though… but 

rather yet another way we can remember the 

promise of eternal life God made to us in 

baptism. 
 
 

Kitchen Committee News 

 

The new dishwasher has been purchased and 

installed.  The Kitchen Committee is back in 

service again!! Yeah! 

Now that we have a new/used refrigerator, we 

are looking for someone to dispose of the 

almond colored refrigerator.  If someone could 

use it for their garage, cellar, etc., please feel 

free to take it.  It does need a new door 

gasket, but otherwise runs fine. 
 
 

 

 

Historian News 
 

I picked these two 

pictures to show how we 

share the old with the 

new. I am still continuing 

my search for our history 

here at Messiah. I have a 

few more hidden spots 

that I need to look in our 

old part of our church. If 

anyone has any pictures 

or stories they would like 

to write down or tell me 

and I can record them 

please let me know. With 

Christmas approaching 

and the birth of Jesus I 

wish for all a blessed month. 

             -Susie Schaffer  
 

 

Calendar Meeting 
 

Have an idea for a fellowship event or other 

activity? Please join us for our next Calendar 

Meeting in the sanctuary on January 3rd 

following Sunday Eucharist. We’ll be planning 

out events through June and all Committee 

Chairs/Contacts are encouraged to attend. 
 

 

 

While Pastor is Away 

Pastor Dustin will be away from December 25th 

to January 2nd. If you have a Pastoral 

emergency during this time, please contact 

Rachel Davis at 518.355.2311 in the church 

office or on her cell at 518.528.4908 and she 

will get you in touch with Pastor John Califano 

who is on call. 
 
 

Outreach Committee News 
 

Keep your eye out for more info regarding the 

Cafe Press site, where you can purchase all 

sorts of Messiah items. Interested in joining?! 

Please contact Molly Karrel. 
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PPrrooppeerrttyy  CCoommmmiitttteeee  UUppddaattee  

  

Despite 

needing to 

reschedule 

due to the 

water 

main 

break on 

the Oak St. 

side of our 

building, 

our recent 

Fall Cleanup Day was a huge success! Outside 

of leaf collection, tasks completed included 

tightening the pews in the Sanctuary, 

winterizing our Fellowship Hall windows and 

repainting the Parish Administrator’s Office. 

Many thanks to everyone who helped out! Our 

next Property Committee meeting is scheduled 

for January 5th at 7:00pm and if you have any 

questions or would like to join our committee, 

please speak with co-chairs Brian Karrel 

(interior) and Rich Stigberg (exterior). 
  

  

Adult Education 

 

One of the two top priorities that came out of 

this autumn’s Congregational Survey was 

developing a strong Adult Education program 

at Messiah. If you’re interested, please join us 

for an initial planning conversation after 

worship on November 29th. If you have any 

questions or can’t make the meeting, please 

speak with Merle Longwood, Jean Jones or 

Pastor Dustin. 
 

 

WELCA PIE SALE 
 

Thank you to all who 

supported the WELCA Pie 

Sale.  We made 30 pies!  

Proceeds will help to 

purchase new blue 

paraments for the church. 

  

  

  

  

  

MMEENN’’SS  GGRROOUUPP  
 

Pastor Dustin & Willy Bear are inviting Messiah’s 

men of all ages to join them for a Christmas 

party at the parsonage on Wednesday, 

December 16th at 7:00pm. Festive drinks and 

family-friendly games will be provided, but be 

sure to bring a dish to share as well as a goofy 

gift $5 or less item for our first annual “Brotastic 

Yankee Swap of Ridiculous Gifts.” Pastor used 

to do a similar gift swap for his annual fraternity 

reunion for example, and gifts received 

included an Easy Bake Oven, a cinder block 

with a bow on it and a can of motor oil. 

Wearing an ugly sweater is also highly 

encouraged. If you’re interested in joining us, 

please RSVP on the bulletin board in the 

narthex and speak with Pastor Dustin if you 

have any further questions. 
  
  

SSuunnddaayy  SScchhooooll  NNeewwss  
 

As the holidays fast approach, Sunday School 

is moving right along with our new Whirl 

Program! Each Sunday we watch a short story 

relating to what Pastor will speak about in 

church and then do actives based on that.  It 

seems to be working well for both teachers 

and kids.  

We have our annual Christmas Program 

coming up on December 20th and the 

children are working hard on the songs and 

the Christmas story.  Reminder that there is no 

Sunday School on December 27th and 

January 3rd.  Just a note... it is a little while 

away but save your pennies for our Annual 

Feed a Homeless Pet Bake Sale on Sunday 

February 7th.  Last year we were able to help a 

few shelters & rescues in our local area! I would 

like to personally thank everyone that works so 

hard to make Sunday school happen; The 

teachers, sub teachers, Confirmation students, 

Kristen, Doug and Christine for all their tireless 

hard work. Happy Holidays to everyone! 
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YYoouutthh  GGrroouupp  
  

In addition to volunteering at many of our 

seasonal event this Advent including Cookie 

Baking & Babysitting and the Christmas 

Concert, our next Youth Group activity will be 

an afternoon of ice skating on Sunday, 

January 10th at 2:00pm. Save the date now 

and be sure to keep a lookout in The Weekly 

Update and next month’s Messenger for more 

details. All youth are more than welcome to 

bring friends to our roughly monthly events! 
  

  

CCoonnffiirrmmaattiioonn  

  

We had an incredible celebration as six young 

women in our congregation affirmed their 

baptism on November 15th! Well over one 

hundred folks joined us for worship and the 

confirmands were treated to an awesome 

reception following the service. Our three 

younger students (along with their parents 

when possible) will soon begin using a new 

curriculum called Collaborate to study stories 

of Old Testament. While the curriculum is 

somewhat age specific, topics will be listed in 

the “This Sunday at Messiah” section of The 

Weekly Update email and anyone in our 

congregation is welcome to attend most 

Sunday evenings at 6:30pm. 
 

 

  
  

 

               

   

 
. 
 
  

 

  

 

 

https://youtu.be/mu9r0TCxYIs?list=PLatq_vJeOQAE18JWxGLz6NodMw8fyzksw


 

 

Your participation in these ministries is appreciated.    
If you cannot serve as scheduled, please arrange to switch with someone

Worship Assignments for November 29 – January 10 
 

 November 29 December 6 December 13 December 20 December 27 January 3 January 10 

Assisting 

Minister 
Anthony Miller 

Kristen 
Olochonowicz 

Betsy Ryan Linda Klein Susie Schaffer Anthony Miller Pamella Ford 

Crucifer Hanna Avery Olivia Tedford Devin Hodoroski Mark Lavenia Hanna Avery Kiersten Becker Kendra Lavenia 

Acolyte Kyle Avery Hannah Borski Gabby Nadeau Hannah Crowther Kyle Avery Hannah Borski Gabby Nadeau 

Lector Beth Waugh Susie Schaffer Brian Karrel Margaret Glennie 
Kristen 

Olochonowicz 
Rich Becker Kody Schaffer 

Ushers 
Paul Bode 

John Crowther 

 
Phil Davis 

Susie Schaffer 
 

Pamella Ford 
Marilyn Barnett 

Kendall Fleming 
Danielle Sefcovic 

Bill Becker 
John Diegel 

Paul Bode  
John Crowther 

Phil Davis 
Susie Schaffer 

Greeters 
Allison Bode 

Nancy Stellrecht 
Laura Underkoffler 

Beth Waugh 
Cheryl Borski 
Hannah Borski 

Marilyn Barnett 
Tammi Crowther 

Betty Friebel 
Barb Sandmeyer 

Allison Bode 
Nancy Stellrecht 

Cheryl Borski 
Hannah Borski 

Altar Guild 
Joyce Gresham 

Barb Sandmeyer 
Betsy Ryan  
Beth Waugh 

 
Dotty Diegel 
Tina Bascom 

 

Jill Becker 
Grace Becker 

Joyce Gresham 
Barb Sandmeyer 

Betty Friebel 

Beth Waugh 
Betsy Ryan 

Dotty Diegel 
Tina Bascom 
Pamella Ford 

Bread 
Baker 

Hanna and 
Amanda Avery 

Betsy Ryan 
Logan and Molly 

Karrel 
Baker Needed 

Grace and Kristen 
Olochonowicz 

Baker Needed Baker Needed 

Nursery 
Erica Lavenia 

Kendra Lavenia  

Diane Fisher 
Vanessa Ford-

Roether 

Molly Karrel 
Amber Hodoroski 

Melissa DiGiovanni 
Amaya Digiovanni 

Erica Lavenia 
Kendra Lavenia 

Vanessa Ford-
Roether 

Diane Fisher 

Molly Karrel 
Amber Hodoroski 



 
November 29 –January 2 

 
 The Lord’s Day Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
First Sunday of Advent           29 30 1 2 3 4 5 
10:15am All Saints Sunday Worship 

12:00pm Adult Education Conversation 
Jeremiah 33:14-16 

Psalm 25:1-10 

Thessalonians 3:9-13 

Luke 21:25-36 

6pm Girl Scout Troop 

2260 
 

6:30pm Budget and 

Finance Committee 

Meeting 
 

7pm Social Action 

Committee Meeting 

10am Executive 

Committee Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7pm New Member 

Dinner 

 

 

 

 

 

7pm Choir Rehearsal 

  

Second Sunday of Advent          6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
9:00am Sunday School 

10:15am Holy Communion 

12pm New Member Reception 

4pm Girl Scout Troop 2086 

6:30pm Confirmation Class 
Malachi 3:1-4 

Luke 1:68-79 

Philippians 1:3-11 

Luke 3:1-6 

 

 

 

  

 

 

7pm Worship and 

Music Committee 

 

 

 

 

6pm Girl Scout Troop 

2062  

 

7pm Council 

Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7pm Choir Rehearsal 

  

 

 

 

3pm Girl Scout 

Troop 2086 

Third Sunday of Advent          13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
9:00am Sunday School 

10:15am Worship/Confirmation 

12pm Baptism Reception 

6pm Christmas Concert  
Zephaniah 3:14-20 

Isaiah 12:2-6 

Philippians 4:4-7 

Luke 3:7-18 

 

 

 

 

6pm Girl Scout Troop 

2260 

 

 

 

 

 

6pm Girl Scout Troop 

2062  

 

7pm WELCA 

Christmas Party 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7pm Choir Rehearsal 

  

10am Babysitting 

and Cookie 

Baking 

 

12:30pm Christmas 

Caroling 

Fourth Sunday of Advent       20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
9:00am Sunday School 

10:15am Christmas Program 

6:30pm Confirmation Class 
Micah 5:2-5a 

Luke 1:46b-55 

Hebrews 10:5-10 

Luke 1:39-45(46-55) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6pm Girl Scout 

Troop 2062 

January Newsletter 

Due 

 

 

5pm Children’s 

Service 

6pm Potluck Dinner 

9pm Church 

Service 

 

 

 

  

First Sunday of Christmas       27 28 29 30 31 1 2 
10:15am Lessons and Carols Worship 

6:30pm Confirmation Class 
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 

Psalm 148 

Colossians 3:12-17 

Luke 2:41-52 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

January Newsletter 

Released 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  



 

 
Pastor 
Rev. Dustin Wright 
Office Hours 
Mon-Thurs 10a-1p 
 
Parish Administrator 
Rachel Davis 
Office Hours 
Mon/Wed – 9a-2p 
 
Council President 

Charles Zitzmann 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
2850 Guilderland Avenue 
Schenectady, NY  12306 
 
   

         
 
 
 
 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 
 
 

Our Mission- 
 

To be a spirit filled church following Jesus Christ. 
We will welcome all people into our fellowship  

so that we may all worship, praise, sing together and learn 
from one another.  With Jesus as our example we will 

spread the Word of God. 
 

Please join us for Sunday Worship at 10:15am. 
 
 

 
 

 


