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Candlemas Sunday: A Service of Holy Communion 

Leader’s Guide 
 

GATHERING 
 

*Weekly Announcements                    (begin at 10:10 a) 
 

*Prelude  (begins at 10:15a) 
 

Welcome Pastor Dustin (begins at 10:20a) 
 

Confession & Forgiveness 
P. God of life, you have created every human being in your image and 

likeness. We sing your praise for the gift of our many cultures, expressions 

of faith, traditions and ethnicities. Grant us the courage always to stand 

against injustice and hatred based on race, class, gender, religion, and 

fear of those not like ourselves. 

A. God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope! 

P. Merciful God, you have shown us in Christ that we are one in you. Teach 

us to use this gift in the world so that believers of all faiths in every country 

may be able to listen to each other and live in peace. Forgive us when 

we have gone astray. 

A. God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope! 

P. O Jesus, you came into the world and shared fully in our humanity. You 

know the hardships of life for people who suffer in so many different ways. 

May the Spirit of compassion move us to share our time, life and goods 

with all those in need. 

A. God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope! 

P. Holy Spirit, you hear the fury of your wounded creation and the cries of 

those already suffering from climate change. Guide us toward new 

behaviors. May we learn to live in harmony as part of your creation. 

A. God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope! 
 

Gathering Hymn – Here I Am To Worship VIDEO 
 

Welcome 
P. The grace of Jesus Christ our Savior, the reconciling love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

A. And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
P. Almighty and ever-living God, your only-begotten Son was presented this 

day in the temple. May we be presented to you with clean and pure 

hearts by the same Jesus Christ, our great high priest, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

A. Amen. 

P. We shall continue with our first reading. 
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WORD 
First Reading – Malachi 3:1-4  VIDEO 
L.  See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the 

Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of 

the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of 

hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand 

when he appears? 

   For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and 

purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them 

like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 

Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in 

the days of old and as in former years. 
 

Musical Meditation  VIDEO music with overlay video 
 

Gospel Reading - Luke 2:22-40   
P. The Gospel according to Saint Luke. 

A. Glory to you, O Lord. 

P. When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, 

[Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the 

Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be 

designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according 

to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young 

pigeons.” 

   Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man 

was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, 

and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy 

Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 

Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents 

brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the 

law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 

  “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your 

word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in 

the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for 

glory to your people Israel.” 

  And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said 

about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This 

child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a 

sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be 

revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

   There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 

Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years 



3 
 

after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never 

left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 

At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about 

the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

   When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they 

returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and 

became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 

P. This, my siblings in Christ, is the Gospel of our Lord. 

A. Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Sermon Rev. Dustin Wright 
 

Hymn of the Day – Spirit of the Living God VIDEO 
 

Candlemas Introduction 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 
P. We ask that you lift up your prayers in the comments section of Facebook 

 Live (or in your hearts) at this time. 
 

P. Hear us, O God 

A. Your mercy is great.  

 

Intro to Response to God’s Call: Micah 6:8 
 

P. As we have lifted up prayers for our community and world, we are 

reminded that we are called to go and bring the witness of God’s love to 

the world. Will you join us in our sung response as we consider the words of 

the prophet Micah - what does the Lord require of you? 
 

Response to God’s Call: Micah 6:8 
 
Peace 
 

P.  And may the peace of Christ be with you always. 

A. And also with you. 

P. Let us share a sign of God’s peace with one another. 
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MEAL 

Contact Us and Offering***  TWO SLIDES  
 

P. We know that some are joining us here at Messiah for the first time. If 

you’d like to learn more about our ministries and activities, or for any one 

with questions about Messiah, please contact us by email or by phone.  

At this time, if you’d like to make an online gift using tithe.ly or via mail to 

Messiah, feel free to do so. 

 

Offering interlude music and slide      VIDEO 
 
Offering Prayer 
 

P. God of wonder, you formed us in our mother’s womb, and from mother 

earth you bring forth this bread and wine. We place them on your table, 

together with our lives and all that you have made. Open the heavens to 

us and pour out your Spirit. We wait for your mercy; we long for your 

peace; we hunger and thirst for Jesus Christ, our banquet of life. Amen. 

 
The Meaning of the Sacrament       VIDEO 
 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, 

the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate 

is a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope. 

We come in remembrance 

that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the world 

to assume our flesh and blood 

and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine law, 

even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 

By his death, resurrection, and ascension 

he established a new and eternal covenant of grace and reconciliation 

that we might be accepted of God and never be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ 

who has promised to be with us always, even to the end of the world. 

In the breaking of the bread he makes himself known to us 

as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life eternal. 

In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine 

in whom we must abide if we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, 

believing that this bread and this cup 

are a pledge and foretaste of the feast of love 
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of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 

when with unveiled face we shall behold him, 

made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension 

Christ has obtained for us the life-giving Spirit 

who unites us all in one body, 

so are we to receive this Supper in true love, 

mindful of the communion of saints. 

 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving       VIDEO 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

P. God remember us in your love, and teach us to pray: 

 

Lord’s Prayer           VIDEO 
 
Eucharistic Prayer            VIDEO 
 

P.  On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus was gathered with 

his disciples around a table. And while he was with them took bread, and 

gave the Father thanks for it and he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. As often as you eat of 

it do so in remembrance of me. 

And in the same manner after they had eaten he took the cup, and 

poured it out for them saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

as often as you drink of it do so in remembrance of me. 

 

Invitation to Communion         VIDEO 
 

Friends this not my table, this is not Messiah Lutheran Church’s table, this is 

not the ELCA’s table, this is CHRIST’S table. It does not belong to any one 

of us but to Christ who welcomes all to partake, here at this feast.  
  

Friends the bread which we break is our communion with the body of 

Christ and the cup of blessing which we bless is our communion with the 

blood of Christ. Come for all things are now ready! 

 

Distribution of the Sacrament       VIDEO 
 

At this time, all may share Holy Communion amongst their families.  
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Post Communion Blessing            VIDEO 
 

P. Friends as we have been fed at this table, let us give thanks to God for this 

meal: 

A. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name! 

Amen! 

 

Prayer After Communion 
 

P. Faithful God, 

you have kept your promise to us in this meal, 

nourishing us with the gift of salvation. 

Now send your servants forth in peace, 

that we may testify to your goodness 

and share the hope that is ours 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Blessing                               
 

P. This Candlemas, may you know God, source of light eternal. May the light 

of Christ shine within you. May the power of the Holy Spirit dispel all your 

sorrows, renew your every hope, and give you the strength to serve a 

needy world. And may almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless 

you now and forever. 
 

Sending Hymn – Let All Things Now Living VIDEO 
 

Benediction 
 

Postlude             VIDEO 


