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4-H Update 
We are very happy to say we have 
begun our 4-H club.  The girls have 
chosen “Helping Hands 4-H club” as 
their name.  We presently have 4 girls 
as members and are looking for 
another member so that we can 
obtain our 4-H charter.  Members 
have to be at least 6 years old and we 
meet every other week on a Friday, 
from 5:30 to 6:30.  Our next meeting 
will be Friday, April 15th. 
 
The girls are very excited about doing 
community service work and the 
possibility of having a garden, here at 
church, this summer.  
Watch for some exciting things 
happening with this 4-H group.  If you 
have any questions, speak to Judy 
Becker at 374-5104 or Kristen 
Olochnowicz at 356-3402. 

 
Soda Can Tab Collection  
Delegates to the upcoming Upstate 
NY Synod Assembly in June, have 
been asked to bring soda can tabs as 

a fundraiser for charity. More details 
will follow but for now be sure to 
save those tabs and place them in 
the appropriate container in the 
narthex. If you have any questions, 
please see Synod Assembly 
Delegates Susie Schaffer & Penny 
Incitti 
 
THANK YOU! 
A great big thank you goes to 
everyone who helped to make the 
Annual Easter Egg Hunt such a huge 
success!  The Easter Bunny would 
especially like to thank Amber 
Hodorowski and the confirmation 
kids and families for making the hunt 
possible by helping him fill hundreds 
of eggs!  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Supporting Our SICM Summer 
Interns 
Two of our young adults, Harley 
Crowther and Amy DeMento, have 
applied to be summer interns with 
Schenectady Inner City Ministry, 
where they serve in a variety of 
capacities including camp counseling 
at-risk youth, working in the SICM 
Food Pantry and more. This is a huge 
opportunity not only for two of our 
amazing young people, but also for 
our entire congregation to learn more 
about how God might be calling us to 
serve our neighbors in Schenectady. 
That said, we’ll need to engage in 
considerable fundraising to support 
these two positions. Stay tuned to 
The Messenger and The Weekly 
Update for more details, but in the 
meantime, if you’d like to support 
Harley and Amy, please see Pastor 
Dustin. 
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Youth Group Update 
Our youth and their friends had an 
incredible time at Flight Trampoline 
Park last month!!! Twelve us hung 
out after worship and enjoyed pizza 
and  bounced around Flight for two 
hours. Pastor Dustin even dazzled 
everyone with his epic mechanical 
bull riding skillz! Many thanks to 
Stacey Hodoroski for organizing 
this awesome event! 
 
Our next gathering will be a 
barbeque hosted by Jody Fleming 
and Christine DeMento on 
Sunday, May 15th at 6:30pm. Save 
the date and look for more details in 
the Messenger and the Weekly Update 
in the coming weeks! 
 
Finally, we’re still hoping to have 
some of our middle and high school 
youth sign up for Summer Camp 
from June 26th - July 1st at 
Vanderkamp in beautiful Cleveland, 
New York. The full cost of high 
school youth camp is $375 and the full 
cost of confirmation camp is $395, 
although depending on the number 
of youths attending, part of the cost 
will be paid be our Youth Fund. If  
interested, please speak with Pastor 
Dustin. 

 
Confirmation Class Update 
Our confirmation students are 
AWESOME. Due to their 
commitment, for the first time in 
years we had youth help lead worship 
not only on Maundy Thursday and 
Good Friday, but even for Easter 
Vigil! Looking to further support 
Olivia, Mark & Devin as they journey 
toward their Confirmation Day? 
Here’s your opportunity!!! Pastor 
Dustin is looking for three unrelated 
individuals/families to serve as 
mentors for our confirmation 
students. In addition to presenting 
our students with a Colaborate Teen 
Bible sometime later this spring, 

mentors should regularly check in 

with students throughout the  
confirmation program, see how 
they’re doing, and offer advice as 
needed. Not only is this a great  
opportunity to support a new 
generation of folks at Messiah, but 
it’ll also be an easy way to get to know 
three of our incredibly amazing 
young people! 
 

Young Adult Dinner  
Thursday, April 21st at 
6:00pm 
Our Young Adult Group had another 
fantastic dinner last month! It was 
Irish-themed for Saint Patrick’s Day 
and we even had green eggs and 
ham! After dinner we watched some 
Netflix and Messiah’s “Perennial 
Millennial at Heart,” Betsy Ryan, even 
stopped by! Please join us, feel free to 
bring a friend and speak with Pastor 
Dustin if you have any questions. 
 

First Communion Class 
Update 
At Messiah it’s a long standing 
tradition that after a period of study, 
baptized kids in the third grade or 
higher are first welcomed to partake 
in Holy Communion. Last Sunday 
five of our children, Abriel, Austin, 
Derrick Jr., Marcus and Tyler, as well 
as their parents and guardians, first 
met with Pastor Dustin for the first 
part of a four-session class using the 

fed and forgiven curriculum from 
Augsburg Fortress! 
During class we’ll learn more 
about how Jesus welcomes all 
of God’s children into Holy 
Communion, how communion 
works and how communion 
helps prepare us to go out and 
serve our neighbors each and 
every week! The three 
remaining sessions (two of 
which have been rescheduled) 
will take place on the following 
dates: 
 

 Wednesday, April 13th at 
7:00pm: Communion  
Connects Us with God’s Love 

 Sunday, April 17th following 
worship: Communion Feeds 
Us in Many Ways 

 Sunday, April 24th following 
worship: Communion  
Prepares Us to Serve Others 

 
Children will then participate in the 
Rite of First Communion on 
Pentecost Sunday, May 15th during 
our regular service at 10:15am with a 
reception to follow. All family, friends 
are other loved ones are invited to 
join us 
 
Please continue to pray for Abriel, 
Austin, Derrick Jr., Marcus and Tyler 
as they prepare for this important rite 
of passage. 
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Spring 2016 New Member 
Class Update 
Wow! Whether it be at our Young 
Adult Dinners, at Midweek Lenten 
Vespers or in the 148 folks who 
joined us on Easter Sunday, it’s been 
incredible over the last couple 
months to see a large group of new 
folks involved in the many ministries 
of our Spirit filled church. So far, 
we’ve had seven individuals confirm 
they’d like to join Messiah this spring 
and that number is likely to grow 
much larger. 
 
If you’re someone interested in 
taking the step of becoming an 
official member at Messiah, our 
Spring 2016 New Member Class is for 
you! The process starts by scheduling 
a time to sit down with Pastor Dustin 
so that he can answer any questions 
or concerns you might have about 
membership. Then, on June 12th 
following worship, we’ll hold a group 
class for all folks interested in 
membership that will both cover both 
“Lutheranism 101” and “Messiah 
101,” with a light lunch provided. The 
following Wednesday, June 15th at 
7:00pm, we’ll host what’s become 
one of the most cherished events at 
Messiah, our New Member Dinner, 
which will be a time for everyone in 
the class to both get to know one 
another and their congregational 
sponsors. Finally, the Spring Class of 
2016 will officially be welcomed in as 
members of Messiah on Sunday, 
June 26th with a reception to follow. 

 
Messiah @ Glendale  
Gathering Sunday, April 17th 
at 5:00pm 
We now have five members and 
friends of our Spirit filled community 
at the Glendale Nursing Home, so our 
Visitation Deacons thought it would 
be a good idea to organize occasional 
potluck dinners for them to hang out 
with one another, socialize, and meet 

some of the many new folks at 
Messiah as well. So, if you’re 
interested in stopping by to check in 
with Dave, Lore, Albert, Tom & 
Marion, please sign-up by April 10th 
on the bulletin board in the narthex. 
For questions, please speak with Bill 
Ellis or Pastor Dustin. 
 

Spring Cleanup Day 
Saturday, May 7th at 10:00am 
Be sure to save the date for what 
promises to be another productive 
Spring Clean Up Day! Possible 
projects will include finishing our 
repair of sanctuary pews, 
removing an old safe, hanging 
new bulletin boards in the 
Fellowship Hall, sealcoating the 
parsonage driveway and of course 
cleaning up our grounds to make 
way for our upcoming major 
landscaping renewal. For more 
information, please speak with 
Rich Stigberg, Brian Karrel or 
Pastor Dustin. A sign-up sheet will 
be on the bulletin board in the 
narthex soon. 
 

Community Family Fun Day 
Save the Date: July 30th 
Save the date... Messiah's 
Community Family Fun Day 
#CFFD2016 is set for Saturday, July 
30th, 2016. The rain date is 8/6. We 
had a terrific day last year and we are 
stepping it up for this year. 
Volunteers are needed for this event. 
A Volunteer board will be up in the 
Narthex soon. All are welcome! Come 
join us this summer. Please speak 
with Kristen Olochnowicz, Molly 
Karrel or Rachel Davis if you have any 
questions. 

 

 

 

 

Pot Luck Dinner and Bingo 
with Sister Robert Ann 
After a wonderful visit with Sister 
Robert Ann at Christmas time, we 
have asked her to return to Messiah 
for a visit!  Join us on April 23, 2016 at 
5:00 p.m. for a pot luck dinner and 
then stick around for a few games of 
Bingo with some great prizes.  Bring a 
dish to share and get ready for a 
great evening of fun!  Watch the 
bulletin board for a sign-up sheet. 

 

WELCA 
Save The Date – The April project 
meeting has been changed 
from April 19 to May 17.  Hostesses 
are Molly Karrel, Betsy Ryan and 
Allison Bode. 

 
Food Pantry 
We are doing very well with our Bread 
of Life food pantry.  From January – 
March, we have served 8 families. (22 
adults, 18 children @3 meals per day 
for 3 days = 360 meals). We are 
currently out of Spam, Regular Coffee, 
pancake mix, canned stew, pop tarts, 
yahoo, shampoo, shower gel and toilet 
paper.  We will have this list posted on 
the bulletin board.  Our next meeting 
for the food pantry will be Tuesday, 
April 19th at 7PM. Thank you so much 
for your continued support. 
  
We attended a Food Providers 
meeting this month and soon we will 
be eligible for grants and food from 
food drives.  In April we will be 
eligible to purchase food from the 
Regional Food Bank. 
  
The Social Action committee will 
soon have information on the 
Summer Lunch program. We will be 
volunteering for 3 weeks again this 
year.  I believe this will be our 9th year 
of helping with the Summer Lunch 
Program. We are, also, looking into 
possible volunteer opportunities at 
the Regional Food Bank. 
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   Jill has been 
      a member of 
     Messiah  since
     birth. She  
     lives in 

   Rotterdam 
     with her dog 
     Rachel Ryan 
     and many, 
     many pairs 
     of shoes!  Jill 
     has been a 
member of the church choir since the 
age of 11 and has now earned the title 
of Choir Diva. She is also involved in 
WELCA, Worship & Music, Altar Guild 
and occasionally preaches on Sundays 
when Pastor is away.  If you can't find 
Jill at church, you can find her at the 
lawfirm of Heslin Rothenberg Farley & 
Mesiti P.C., where she has been an 
administrative assistant to one of the 
shareholders for 18 years, Proctor's 
Theatre, where she has been a 
volunteer bartender captain for almost 
20 years, spending time with her 
nieces, Katie,  Kiersten, Grace and 
Sarah, shopping for shoes or Michael 
Kors bags or at the Mom-O- Mat doing 
laundry.  Jill considers Messiah 
Lutheran Church as an extension of her 
family and cannot imagine worshiping 
at any other church.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 Looking for a few (or a lot) 
good walkers! 
Circle May 1, 2016 on your calendar 
and join us at the CROP Walk.  The 
walk will start at Emmanuel Friedens 
Church on Nott Street at 1:30 p.m.  If 
you can't join us at the walk, please 
think about making a donation.  As 
we have done in the past, we will 
make our donation as a 
congregation.  Beginning April 10, 
2016 a CROP Walk table will be in the 
narthex to collect donations and 
hand out registration forms.  
 

May SICM Assembly: A 
Dialogue for Change Tuesday, 
May 3rd at 6:45pm 
In addition to running a major food 
pantry, a summer lunch program and 
more, Schenectady Inner City 
Ministry (SICM) functions as the local 
council of churches for Schenectady 
County. In order to better support 
Schenectady’s faith community in 
taking on racism, Islamophobia, 
xenophobia and other issues of 
intolerance, SICM has organized a 
four-part series of open monthly 
assemblies at Mount Olivet 
Missionary Baptist Church (1055 
Wendell Avenue) addressing various 
forms of diversity. In the final 
assembly of this series, Rev. Horace 
Sanders, Jr., Chief Diversity Officer of 
SICM and Pastor of Mount Olivet will 
lead us through a Dialogue for 
Change session, a community 
dialogue process that helps people 
explore complex issues such as race, 
make decision and begin to take 
action. 
 

Property Committee Update 
Last month, our Property Committee 
asked for your help with a wide 
variety of important capital 
improvement projects, and you 
delivered! Since that time, we’ve 
collected three quotes each for the 
Parsonage A/C project and the 

Parsonage Bathroom Renovation. 
Furthermore, Brian Karrel and Rich 
Stigberg are putting together a 
complete landscaping plan for our 
facilities. At our next Property 
Committee meeting, Tuesday, April 
26th at 7:00pm, we’ll distill all this 
information and make a final capital 
improvement recommendation to 
the Congregation Council on May 
10th. Depending on what the council 
decides, we may need to vote as a 
Congregation on whether we should 
raise and spend the necessary funds 
to complete these projects.  
  

MINISTER OF THE MONTH 

Schenectady County 
Distribution Drill Tuesday, April 
26th from 12:00pm - 1:30pm 
Schenectady County will be having a 
Point of Dispensing (POD) 
preparedness drill on Tuesday, April 
26, 2016 at the Mohonasen High 
School during their spring break 
vacation. This drill will be a test of the 
dispensing plans in the case of a real 
public health emergency. We are 
seeking volunteers to go through the 
POD and invite you to participate. It 
will be a MOCK antibiotic dispensing 
drill and we plan for the MOCK 
antibiotics to be M & M’s! 
 
The preregistration is online only this 
year: 
https://apps.health.ny.gov/doh2/appli
nks/cdmspr. Each appointment is 
made for a specific time. It is not 
necessary to show up at Mohonasen 
more than 10 – 15 minutes before your 
appointment, otherwise you will just 
be waiting for your appointment time. 
Volunteering will let you learn more 
about the County dispensing 
preparedness plans which would be 
used in a real emergency. Furthermore, 
this is a great way for all of us Messiah 
to help keep our community safe and 
serve our neighbors. If you have any 
questions, please speak with Lisa 
Whitman. 
 

The Mighty Men of Messiah: 
Horseshoe Pit Installation 
Monday, April 25th at 7:00pm 

This month Bill Becker will leads 
Messiah’s mighty men in a long 
sought-after property improvement 
project, installing horseshoe pits on 
the property. We plan on grilling up 
some hamburgers and hotdogs as 
well. If you’re interested, please sign 
up on the bulletin board in the Narthex 
or speak with Bill Becker. 

 

https://apps.health.ny.gov/doh2/applinks/cdmspr/
https://apps.health.ny.gov/doh2/applinks/cdmspr/
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Readings for April 

Prayer List 
Please pray for… Our members: Dave Ellis, Lore Ellis, Maryann 
Jacobs, Carol Jurewicz, Brian Karrel, Marion Lewis, Bob Reisinger, 
Tom Town, Theo Wegner. Our friends and family: Ray Alvord, Kiki 
Axer, Donna Biler, Ned Cornman, Nicholas, Regina and Hudson 
Davis, Jamie DeCanio, Terri Dufeck, Brittany Ellers, Kathy Faina, 
Jocelyn Fairlee, Florence Friebel, Barb Hamlin, Paula Lawrence, 
Kathleen LaPointe, Victoria Lindman, Daryl Martin, Joan Maybee, 
Syliva MacFarlane, Will Morton, Joe Ritzo, Alicia Rizzo, John 
Roberge, Hazel Rodriguez, Chris Sabatini, Nzinga Smith, Kay 
Snodgrass. Our loved ones serving our country and others: Jason 
Maione, Ken Ryan, Tim Zakriski. 

 

If you have a friend or loved one you 
would like to add to our prayer list, 
please complete a “prayer request card” 
which is found on the Ushers’ Table 
in the back of the Sanctuary. 
 

April 4th  
Acts 5:27-32 
Psalm 118:14-29 
Revelation 1:4-8 
John 20:19-31 
 
April 10th  
Acts 9:1-6[7-20] 
Psalm 30 
Revelation 5:11-14 
John 21:1-19 
 
 

April 17th  
Acts 9:36-43 
Psalm 23 
Revelation 7:9-17 
John 10:22-30 
 
April 24th  
Acts 11:1-18 
Psalm 148 
Revelation 21:1-6 
John 13:31-35 
 

 

Lesser Festivals and Commemorations 
4/4 Benedict the African, confessor, 1589 
4/6 Albrecht Durer, 1528; Matthias Grunewald, 1529; Lucas Cranach, 1553 
artists 
4/9 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, theologian, 1945 
4/10 Mikael Agricola, Bishop of Turku, 1557 
4/19 Olavus Petri, priest, 1552, Laurentius Petri, Bishop of Uppsala, 1573; 
renewers of the church 
4/21 Anselm, Bishop of Canterbury, 1109 
4/23 Toyohiko Kagawa, renewer of society, 1960 
4/25 Mark, Evangelist 
4/29 Catherine of Siena, theologian 1380 

Happy Birthday!! 
Tina Bascom  April 7 
Maryann Jacobs  April 7 
Anthony Miller  April 8 
Rich Becker  April 9 
Phil Davis   April 9 
Barb Hallett  April 22 
Rich Hallett  April 30 

 
 

Happy Anniversary!! 
Bill and Judy Becker  April 4 
Andrew and Holly Kernozek April 14 
Betsy and Jim Ryan  April 15 
Gerald and Hilda Hoffstetter April 18 
Dick and Joyce Gresham April 26 
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What in the World!?! V | Designated Funds at Messiah 
Have you noticed a bunch of new stuff around Messiah over the last couple years? The refinished Messiah sign out front 
by the parking lot? The new fire pit and aspergillum (a baptism water sprinkler) we used this Easter? The new communion 
set for our Visitation Deacons? Our new, highly efficient computer and printer in the Parish Administrator’s office? All 
these items were purchased using monies from one of our various designated funds. 
 
Unless you look closely at your Annual Report every January, you may not know it, but Messiah has a wide variety of 
funds that help support purchases and programs outside of your annual pledged contributions. Here’s a partial list: 
 

 The Endowment Fund (the proceeds of which support our annual budget) 

 The Memorial Fund (used for the one time purchase of items needed to grow our ministries) 

 The Youth & Family Fund (funded by the bottle collection, used to help subsidize youth group trips, mission 
trips, summer camp and more) 

 The Property Care & Landscaping Fund (funded by memorial brick purchases, Thrivent Choice Dollars and other 
generous contributors) 

 The Dr. Robert Doremus Fund (used for emergency expenses) 

 The Food Pantry Fund (used to support our Bread of Life Food pantry) 

 Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (used to support needy individuals in the community) 
 
All of these funds have been created and replenished over the years by a number of generous individuals who are 
recognized in a red binder located in the Sanctuary near the stairs up to the Choir Loft. Our Congregation Council has 
identified the need to further thank these individuals as well with special occasional thank you notes in the Messenger. 
 
That said, all this funds can only do their designated work with your continued support. Perhaps you’d like to honor a 
loved one through a contribution to a cause they’d find meaningful. Have some IRA income you’d like to avoid the income 
taxes on? You can contribute it to a designated fund! Maybe you’d like to consider an existing fund or creating a new fund 
at Messiah in your estate planning? Whatever the case, if you have any questions, please speak with Karen Kreischer or 
Pastor Dustin, and THANK YOU so much for your support! 

The Faith of Our Neighbors: The Other World Religions 
Having examined our Lutheran heritage and a number other faith communities in the Christian tradition, we will now 
turn to an examination of some of the other world religions.  As we live in an increasingly pluralistic, religious world—in 
our own community as well as in our nation and the wider world—it is important for us to learn about the beliefs and 
practices of our neighbors who are members of faith communities other than Christianity.  From now until the end of 
May we will explore some of these religious traditions in weekly discussions on Wednesday evenings from 7:00 – 8:30 pm 
at Messiah Church.  Set within the context of a Service of Compline, as we did during Lent in the discussions about racism, 
we are scheduling the following discussions: 
 

 April 13th:  Judaism, led by Dr. Merle Longwood 
 April 20th:  Judaism, led by Dr. Merle Longwood 
 April 27th:  Islam, led by the Rev. Dustin Wright 
 May 4th:  Islam, led by Dr. Merle Longwood 
 May 11th: “The Feminine Divine” in Hindu Culture, led by Dr. Perundevi Srinivasan, Assistant Professor of 

Religious Studies, Siena College 
 May 18th:  Buddhism, led by Dr. Jim Dalton, Professor Emeritus of Religious Studies, Siena College 
 May 25th:  Course Wrap-Up: “What have we learned, and how will our learning contribute to our own dialogue 

with Other World Religions?” led by the Rev. Dustin Wright and Dr. Merle Longwood 
 
Note that the discussions on Hinduism and Buddhism will be led by specialists in these traditions.   We hope that many 
congregation members and persons from the wider community will be able to be with us especially for those sessions. 
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Our Presiding Bishop’s Monthly Letter 
In order to help connect our members to the wider work of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, we’ll begin including Presiding Bishop 
Elizabeth A. Eaton’s monthly column for “Living Lutheran” in the Messenger. If you’re interesting in receiving your own subscription of “Living 
Lutheran” each month either digitally or in hard copy as a benefit of your membership at Messiah, please speak with Pastor Dustin. 
 

Can We Answer the Question ‘Why’? 
Once for continuing education I signed up for an introduction to philosophy course at the community college. I was a music education 
major in college and never had any philosophy courses. Since philosophy and theology are so closely related, I thought it was about time 
that I became better acquainted with the Western philosophical tradition. So off I went to learn how the great philosophers have addressed 
the questions of human existence. 
 
It was an interesting experience. As we marched through the centuries of Western philosophy, it seemed that the philosophers changed 
the approach to addressing the “big questions”—meaning, transcendence, suffering, the role of the will. The whole process was led by a 
professor who described himself as a lapsed Mormon who, I believe, never quite made it out of the protest milieu of the 1960s. This 
convergence of a professor working through the rejection of his tradition and the philosophical systems that paid more attention to “how” 
versus “why” was uncomfortable. I didn’t buy into determinism, especially when one student used it to explain a rather unfortunate choice 
that involved drinking and driving (no one was injured). What was a Lutheran girl to do? 
 
My chance came when the professor assigned a paper to be written about our understanding of any of the philosophies covered in class. I 
dove in. This was an extra credit assignment designed to give a second chance to those who were in some danger of not passing the course. 
As I was not in that category, I immediately became one of “those students” (I’m sure my classmates used earthier language). I titled my 
paper “How or Why: Newtonian Mechanics vs. A Quantum Metaphysics.” Pretty much over the top, but I was on a mission. I wanted to 
make the point to my professor that there is more in life than the “how” of things, that there is meaning and transcendence even if we 
can’t by reason or human understanding perceive it. I wanted to give witness to my conviction that there is more going on than a life of 
just mechanics and technique on the way to some deterministic conclusion. And I wanted to point to the truth I had experienced—that 
there is a loving and relational being who cares about us and about the creation. 
 
Needless to say the professor was mystified by the amount of effort I put into the project, and he did take five points off because I used a 
contraction. But the point then, as it is now, is that we as a culture and a church have become proficient at talking about the “how” of 
things. For the church this means “how” has become the question that determines where we focus, how we live, where we allocate 
resources. We have developed programs—beautiful programs—on how to do Christian education, worship, stewardship, advocacy, justice, 
evangelism, global ministry and youth ministry. Don’t neglect any of these. 
 
But can we, as a church, answer the question why? 
 
As we engage in conversation about the future direction and priorities of this church this year, this is the question we must answer. If we 
can’t answer this question clearly and with conviction, I don’t see a lot of change for us. In the Small Catechism, Martin Luther gives us 
some direction: 
 

“I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father in eternity, and also true human being, born of the Virgin Mary, is my 
Lord. He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned human being. He has purchased and freed me from all sins, from death and from 
the power of the devil, not with gold or silver but with his holy, precious blood and with his innocent suffering and death. He has done 
all this in order that I may belong to him, live under him in his kingdom, and serve him in eternal righteousness, innocence, and 
blessedness, just as he has risen from the dead and lives and rules eternally.” 

 
This is most certainly true. 
 
Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
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You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.’ - Acts 1:8. 

  
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

  
Without a doubt, we’re in the midst of celebrating an incredibly joyful 
Easter season here at Messiah! After a prayerful Lenten season 
devoted to learning about issues of racism in our community, our 
Spirit-filled congregation is pivoting to new and exciting ways of 
witnessing to all about the good news of Christ’s liberating love! For 
instance, this week we’re launching a new phase of our “The Faith of 
Our Neighbors” adult education series, now on Wednesdays 
at 7:00pm, that will focus on learning more about other religions. Five 
of our children (and their parents) are in the early stages of preparing 
for their first communion. Seven folks have already confirmed their 
interested in joining our Spring 2016 New Member Class with more 
on the way. Finally, and this is something I’m extremely excited 
about, our Congregation Council has been hard at work discerning 
how to strengthen our leadership at Messiah. The first event of this 
new “Messiah Grows Leaders” Campaign is a conversation with Rev. 
Richard Reiger, Pastor Emeritus of Messiah, who will help us think 
about how our society has changed since the last time we were a 
larger congregation, and how our leadership styles will need to adapt. 
Without a doubt, the Holy Spirit is with us as Messiah as we continue 
carrying out Christ’s commission for us, to be His witness to our local 
community and to the ends of the Earth! 

  
God’s peace, 
 

 
 

Pastor Dustin 



 

 

 
Your participation in these ministries is appreciated. 

If you cannot serve as scheduled, please arrange to switch with someone. 
 

 
 
 

Worship Assignments for April 10 – May 15 
 

April 10 April 17 April 24 May 1 May 8 May 15 

Assisting 
Minister 

Linda Klein Kristen Olochnowicz Betsy Ryan Susie Schaffer Pamella Ford Anthony Miller 

Crucifer Kendra Lavenia Olivia Tedford Mark Lavenia Devin Hodoroski Hanna Avery  Olivia Tedford 

Acolyte Hannah Crowther Kyle Avery Hannah Borski Hannah Crowther Kyle Avery Hannah Borski 

Lector Amaya DiGiovanni Brian Karrel Kody Schaffer Beth Waugh Rich Stigberg Margaret Glennie 

Ushers 
Paul Bode  

John Crowther 
Beth Waugh 

Susie Schaffer 
Amanda Avery 

Kyle Avery 
Bill Becker 

John Diegel 
Kendal Fleming 

Danielle Sefcovic 
Marilyn Barnett 

Pamella Ford 

Greeters 
Allison Bode 

Nancy Stellrecht 
Betty Friebel 

Barb Sandmeyer 
Marilyn Barnett 

Tammi Crowther 
Cheryl Borski 
Beth Waugh 

Barb Sandmeyer 
Betty Friebel 

Allison Bode 
Nancy Stellrecht 

Altar Guild 
Betsy Ryan 

Beth Waugh 
Jill Becker 

Grace Olochnowicz 
Dotty Diegel 

Sarah Olochnowicz 
Pamella Ford 

Denise Larrabee 

Joyce Gresham 
Barb Sandmeyer 

Betty Friebel 

Betsy Ryan 
Beth Waugh 

Bread Baker Dotty Diegel Baker Needed Penny Incitti Baker Needed Baker Needed Baker Needed 

Nursery 
Molly Karrel 

Amber Hodoroski 
Hanna Avery  

Hannah Borski 
Vanessa Ford-Roether 

Erica Lavenia 
Melissa DiGiovanni 
Amaya DiGiovanni 

Molly Karrel 
Amber Hodoroski 

Vanessa Ford-Roether 
Erica Lavenia 

Proofreader Pete Jones Suzanne Collins Beth Waugh Ernie Incitti Pete Jones Suzanne Collins 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
Pastor 
Rev. Dustin Wright 
Office Hours 
Mon-Thurs 10a-1p 
 
Parish Administrator 
Rachel Davis 
Office Hours 
Mon/Wed – 9a-2p 
 
Council President 
Charles Zitzmann 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
2850 Guilderland Avenue 
Schenectady, NY  12306 
 

   

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Our Mission- 

 
To be a spirit filled church following Jesus Christ. 
We will welcome all people into our fellowship 

so that we may all worship, praise, sing together and learn 
from one another.  With Jesus as our example we will spread 

the Word of God. 
 

Please join us for Sunday Worship at 10:15am. 

 

 

 

 


