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24th Sunday after Pentecost: A Service of Holy Communion 

Leader’s Guide 
 

GATHERING 
 

Prelude  (begins at 10:10a) 
 

Welcome Pastor Dustin (begins at 10:20a) 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

 who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 

A. Amen. 

P. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

 Brief pause. 

 Faithful God, 

A. have mercy on us. 

 We confess that we are captive to sin 

 and cannot free ourselves. 

 We turn from your loving embrace 

 and go our own ways. 

 We pass judgment on one another 

 before examining ourselves. 

 We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 

 We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 

 Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 

 and turn us again to life in you 

 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

P. God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 

 and through his death and resurrection, 

 Christ has made us his own. 

 Hear the truth that God proclaims: 

 Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

 Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 

 to do God’s work in the world. 

A. Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn – Gather Us In VIDEO 
 

Greeting 
P. The grace of Jesus Christ our Savior, the reconciling love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

A. And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 
P. Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, 

and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and 

wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

A. Amen. 

 

WORD 
First Reading – Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 VIDEO 
AM.  Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is at hand; the Lord 

has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests. 

 

  At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people 

who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in their hearts, “The 

Lord will not do good, nor will he do harm.” Their wealth shall be 

plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though they build houses, they 

shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink 

wine from them. 

 

  The great day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of 

the day of the Lord is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. That day will be 

a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and 

devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick 

darkness, a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities 

   and against the lofty battlements. 

 

  I will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind; 

   because they have sinned against the Lord, their blood shall be poured 

out like dust, and their flesh like dung. Neither their silver nor their gold 

   will be able to save them on the day of the Lord’s wrath; in the fire of his 

passion the whole earth shall be consumed; for a full, a terrible end 

   he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 

 

Musical Meditation  VIDEO with overlay video 
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Gospel Reading Matthew 25:14-30 
P. The Gospel according to Saint Matthew. 

A. Glory to you, O Lord. 

P. [Jesus said to the disciples:] “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, 

summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one he gave 

five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his 

ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents 

went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In 

the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 

But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in 

the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of 

those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who 

had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, 

saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five 

more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy 

slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of 

many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ And the one with the two 

talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two 

talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well 

done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few 

things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 

master.’ Then the one who had received the one talent also came 

forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping 

where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so 

I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have 

what is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You 

knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not 

scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, 

and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. 

So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For 

to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an 

abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will 

be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer 

darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ” 

P. This, my siblings in Christ, is the Gospel of our Lord. 

A. Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

Sermon Rev. Dustin Wright 
 
Hymn of the Day – Here I Am, Lord VIDEO 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 
P. We ask that you lift up your prayers in the comments section of Facebook 

 Live (or in your hearts) at this time. 
 

P. Hear us, O God 

A. Your mercy is great.  

 

Intro to Response to God’s Call: Micah 6:8 
 

P. As we have lifted up prayers for our community and world, we are 

reminded that we are called to go and bring the witness of God’s love to 

the world. Will you join us in our sung response as we consider the words of 

the prophet Micah - what does the Lord require of you? 
 

Response to God’s Call: Micah 6:8 
 
Peace 
 

P.  And may the peace of Christ be with you always. 

A. And also with you. 

P. Let us share a sign of God’s peace with one another. 

 
Announcements 
Announcements may be shared at this time. 
 

MEAL 
 

Offering 
 

P. At this time, if you’d like to make an online gift using tithe.ly or via mail to 

 Messiah, feel free to do so. 
 

Offering Prayer 
 

P. God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around 

your table, and shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them 

that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, and give thanks for 

your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self and care for all that 

you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant. Amen. 

 
 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving       VIDEO 
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Lord’s Prayer 
 
P. God remember us in your love, and teach us to pray: 

 

Lord’s Prayer           VIDEO 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

P.  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 

this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we 

await your promised life for all this dying world. 

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms 

from death to life, that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the 

righteousness of Christ. Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and 

forever. 

A. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 
 

P. Even when we cannot be physically together, we are one in Christ Jesus 

united around a common table. Indeed, at this table, Jesus gathers us all 

together: the humble and the proud, the joyful and the grieving, the pious 

and the profane, those of strong faith and those who only long for faith, to 

everyone, without exception. Come siblings in faith, and join in Spirit filled 

community! 
 

Distribution of the Sacrament       VIDEO 
 

At this time, all may share Holy Communion amongst their families.  
 

Post Communion Blessing 
 

P. The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and His precious blood strengthen you, 

and keep you in God's Grace. Amen. 

A. Amen. 
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Prayer After Communion 
 

P. Lord Jesus, 

in this simple meal you have set a banquet. 

Sustain us on the journey, 

strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, 

and give us glad and generous hearts 

as we meet you on the way. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 
 

P. May the God of all creation, 

in whose image we are made, 

who claims us and calls us beloved, 

who strengthens us for service, 

give you reason to rejoice and be glad! 

The blessing of God, 

Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 

be with you today and always. 

Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn – Take My Life and Let it Be VIDEO 
 
Benediction 
P.    Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
A. Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude  VIDEO 


