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2019 Congregational Meeting Agenda 
 

I. Call to Order and Opening Litany (five minutes) 

 

II. 2019 Congregational Priorities Brainstorm Break-out Sessions (twenty minutes) 

a. “Expanding programming for seniors and their families” (Narthex). 

b. “Developing a culture of creation care” (Sunday School Room). 

c. “Strengthening relationships between members of our faith community” 

(Sanctuary). 

 

III. Soup & Salad Brunch (twenty minutes) 

 

IV. 2019 Congregational Priorities Brainstorm Summary (fifteen minutes while eating) 

 

V. Approval of 2017 Congregational Meeting Minutes (five minutes) 

 

VI. President’s Report & Pastor’s Report (five minutes) 

 

VII. Financial Reports (five minutes) 

 

VIII. Committee Reports (five minutes) 

 

IX. Organizational Reports (five minutes) 

 

X. Annual Report of the Upstate New York Synod (five minutes) 

 

XI. Old Business (zero minutes) 

 

XII. New Business (thirty minutes) 

a. Adoption of 2019 Budget 

b. Nominating Committee Report 

i. Nominations of Three Full Term Members of the Congregation Council: Phil 

Bazicki, Steve Friebel & René Dunda-Martin 

ii. Nominations for Two Delegates to the 2019 Upstate New York Synod 

Assembly: Rianne Johnson & Lisa Mell 

iii. Nominations for Two Delegates to the 2019 Hudson-Mohawk Conference 

Assemblies: Rianne Johnson & Kody Schaffer 

iv. Nominations for Two Delegates to 2019 SiCM Assemblies: Betsy Ryan & 

Nancy Stellrecht 

v. Nominations for Four Members of the 2019 Nominating Committee: Dave 

Barnett, Jackie DeTeso, Stacey Hodoroski & Charlie Zitzmann 

c. Discussion of Congregational Priority: “Continuing towards the completion of our 

capital improvement campaign.” 

 

XIII. Announcements and Communications (ten minutes) 
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2018 Congregational Meeting Minutes 
February 4, 2018 

 
Members present:  Kristen Olochnowicz, Bill Becker, Judy Becker, Jill Becker, Pamella Ford, 

Merle Longwood, Bill Ellis, Diane Insero, Lisa Mell, Marilyn Barnett, Thomas Collins, Suzanne 

Collins, Jean Jones, Nancy Stellrecht, Joyce Gresham, Carly DiSanto, Diana Stigberg, Richard 

E. Stigberg, Dotty Diegel, John Diegel, Ann Marie Gray, Stacey Hodoroski, Linda Klein, Marie 

Cochard, Zachary Schaffer, Susan Schaffer, Dakota Schaffer, Rachel Mathis, Sophie Mathis, 

Rianne Johnson, Jackie DeTeso, Philip Bazicki, Kathy Bazicki, Margaret Glennie, Dave Barnett, 

Christine DeMento, Karen Kreischer and Rev. Dustin Wright. 

 

1) Call to order at 12:34. Prayer offered by Pastor Dustin Wright. 

2) Congregational Priorities Brainstorming breakout sessions took place. 

3) 2018 Congregational Priorities Brainstorming sessions report 

a) Develop a comprehensive capital improvement plan for our building, paying special 

attention to issues of accessibility… Discussed ways to accomplish a possible elevator 

system, bringing kitchen up to code, and reconfiguring building. Currently at         

intermediate stages. This will be a long-term project. A task force to be set up. 

b) Create local community service opportunities for people of all ages and strengthen 

the work of the Bread of Life Food Pantry… Looking forward to a busy 2018. Will be 

participating in three weeks of the summer lunch program, starting to work with the 

city mission, working with the regional food bank, family fun day, God’s work in our 

hands, starting to collect clothes for the school clothes closet and help with yard work 

for senior members. 

c) Grow the relationships and programs necessary to keep our youth involved in our 

Church after confirmation…  Ideas are to build an interfaith youth group. Provide 

volunteer opportunities such as helping with the food pantry and lunch program and 

work at the local libraries. In general, we should encourage our youth to work to help 

the community. The group could have themed meetings each month.  

4) Minutes from the 2017 Congregation Meeting were accepted unanimously on a 

 motion by Rich Stigberg, seconded by Bill Becker 

5) Presidents report was presented. 

6) Pastor’s report presented. 

7) Financial reports presented. Messiah had many generous contributions come in over  

 the past year for both designated and undesignated funds. 

i) Thank you to Ed Underkoffler for all the work he has completed over the years 

related to the endowment fund. 10% of our annual income is a result of this fund. 

ii) A motion was made by Merle Longwood to accept financial reports, seconded by 

Susan Schaffer. 

8) Committee and organizational reports were presented.  

i) The reports are a representation of a lot of hard work, effort and results throughout 

the year.  Many new leaders have stepped up. 

9) Annual Report of the Upstate Synod was presented. 
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i) Messiah hosted a brainstorming session of 40 people from the Eastern part of the 

Synod this past week. Thank you to Karen Kreischer for hosting this along with the 

help of others. It was noted during this meeting that Messiah is the second fastest 

growing Congregation in the Synod. 

10) Old Business – None 

11) New Business  

a) Adoption of the 2018 Budget – It was noted that effort was made to balance and 

have enough money for each budget line to expand programs while still staying within 

budget to avoid cutting into reserves. 

i) Budget adopted by ballot vote 

b) Nominating Committee Report 

i) Nomination of new Congregation Council members: Ann Marie Gray to replace 

Penny Incitti for a full three-year term. Pete Jones for a full three-year term after 

completing a partial year term. Christine DeMento for a full three-year term after 

completing a partial term. (Sue Collins will take her place in the fall) 

ii) Nomination of two Delegates to the 2018 Upstate New York Synod Assembly:       

Merle Longwood and Jackie DeTeso. 

iii) Nomination of two Delegates to the 2018 Hudson-Mohawk Conference Assemblies: 

Rianne Johnson and Susie Schaffer 

iv) Nomination of two Delegates to the 2018 SICM assemblies: Betsy Ryan and Nancy 

Stellrecht 

v) Nominations for four members of the 2018 Nominating Committee: Merle 

Longwood, Lisa Mell, Kiersten Becker and Joyce Gresham. 

vi) Motion made to approve all nominations by Christine DeMento, seconded by 

Nancy Stellrecht. 

c) Bill Becker made a motion to have a feasibility study done to look at an expansion 

plan for Messiah based on the option of replacing the Church from the ground up. 

Seconded by Rich Stigberg. Meeting will take place on February 12, 2018 during  which 

time this will be looked into further. 

12) Announcements and Communications 

a) It was noted the Souper Bowl Sunday collections totaled $389.38 

Motion to adjourn was made by Rich Stigberg at 1:04 pm. 

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 
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Notes from the Parish Register 
 

MEMBERSHIP AT END OF 2017: 180 

 

MEMBERS GAINED IN 2018 (35): 

1. Baptism (8)  

 Dakota Erin Schaffer – February 25, 2018 

 Cooper Joseph Kane – June 10, 2018 

 Milo Cash Thiessen – June 24, 2018 

 Logan Floyd Brisk – August 19, 2018 

 Haileigh Jade Thiessen – September 16, 2018 

 Faleema & Aryan Veerasammy – October 14, 2018 

 Lindy Curtis – October 21, 2018 

2. Affirmation of Faith (27) 

 Rene & Randi Dunda-Martin – May 6, 2018 

 Katrina Joe – May 6, 2018 

 Aaron Martin – May 6, 2018 

 Shawn Sherman – May 6, 2018 

 Betsy Sweet & Izabella Paige– May 6, 2018 

 Christina, Donald, Ava, & Grayson Tallman – May 6, 2018 

 Marge Reynheer (Associate) – May 6, 2018 

 Mariann DiPiazza & Lilianna Samuels – May 6, 2018 

 Steven Friebel – May 6, 2018 

 Tom Chilton – May 6, 2018 

 Matthew & David Kane – May 6, 2018 

 Jacob Veerasammy – November 18, 2018 

 Stephanie & Eric Kane – November 18, 2018 

 Ige (Jacob) Gooding – November 18, 2018 

 Heather Zimmer – November 18, 2018 

 Emily Russo – November 18, 2018 

 Rosemary, Heather, & Joseph Tarbox – November 18, 2018 

3. Transfer (0) 

4. Other sources and statistical adjustment (1) 

 

MEMBERS REMOVED IN 2018: 

1. Death (2) 

2. Inactivity (3) 

3. Transfer (0) 

4. Other sources and statistical adjustment (0) 

 

MEMBERSHIP AT END OF 2018: 211 
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Pastoral Acts 
 

FUNERALS: 

February 9, 2018: Jean VanPatten – Conducted at Bond Funeral Home by Rev. Dustin Wright 

April 22, 2018: Theo Wegner – Conducted at Bond Funeral Home by Rev. Dustin Wright 

September 17, 2018: Cheryl Prindle – Conducted at Messiah by Rev. Dustin Wright 

December 17, 2018: Marion Lewis – Conducted at Griswold Funeral Home by Rev. Wright 

 

WEDDINGS: 

June 22, 2018: Jill Standinger & Earl Young – Conducted at the summit of Hadley Mountain 

by Rev. Dustin Wright 

September 1, 2018: Heather Pomykaj & Yancey Zimmer – Conducted at Olde Tater Barn by 

Rev. Dustin Wright 

October 5, 2018: Rene Martin & Randi Dunda – Conducted at Messiah by Rev. Dustin Wright 

 

ADDITIONAL STATISTICS: 

2017 Avg. Weekly Attendance: 74 

2018 Avg. Weekly Attendance: 75 
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President’s Report 
 

2018 has been a great year at Messiah and we look forward to a challenging 2019. The 

continuing growth of the Congregation and involvement of the members during the past 

year have been very encouraging. Just to see the number of children at the front of the 

Church during the children’s sermon is an indication of the strength and future of 

Messiah. 

 

During 2018 some of the areas that come to mind: 

 ● Continuing worship service attendance growth along with increased participation 

     of youth and young adults in the activities of the Church. 

 ● Attendance at Camp Calumet 

 ● Food Pantry continuing growth and outreach to the community 

 ● Progress made with the Capital Improvement Task Force in nearing completion 

    of the Master Plan 

 ● Establishment and progress made by the Creation Care committee 

 ● Completing the year with a positive financial balance, with income above 

     anticipated and expenses lower than budgeted 

 

Plans and goals for 2019 include: 

 ● Moving forward with the Capital Improvement Task Force with the completion of 

     the Master Plan, initiating the fundraising and grant application processes and 

     (hopefully) updating the heating systems in the church. 

 ● Finding ways to serve the aging members of the congregation 

 ● Continued growth and expansion of the Creation Care activities 

 ● Building and strengthening relationships between members of our faith 

     community 

 ● Continued growth of the Food Pantry and Messiah’s outreach to the community 

 ● Continued growth of the involvement of the youth and young adults in the 

     Church’s activities 

 ● Managing the budgeting and spending of the Church to insure its continuing 

     ability to support the many activities at Messiah 

 ● Continuing efforts to increase the “self-sufficiency” of Messiah’s committees 

 

I would like to thank Pastor Dustin for everything that he does at Messiah, his endless 

energy and enthusiasm, and the results that he has helped us achieve. And finally, 

thanks to the members of the Congregation Council, heads of and members of the 

various committees within the Church, and the congregation of Messiah for all of the 

work they have done during the past year to move us forward. 

 

Respectively submitted, 

 

Dave Barnett Congregation Council President 
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Pastor’s Report 
Dear siblings in Christ, 

 

In short, we had a pretty sweet year in 2018! Let’s start by evaluating how we progressed on our 

congregational priorities: 

 
1. Develop a comprehensive capital improvement plan for our facilities, paying special attention to 

issues of accessibility. This has taken up a great deal of time over the past year, but we did it! As 

of this writing, we’ll hopefully be adopting a plan at our 2019 Annual Meeting! 

2. Create local community service opportunities for people of all ages and strengthen the work of 

the Bread of Life Food Pantry. From increased volunteer days at the Food Bank of Northeastern 

New York to #HelpPortraitSchenectady to Schenectady Youth Rise Up service events at the City 

Mission of Schenectady, we greatly added to our already existing volunteer opportunities with 

Concerned for the Hungry, Schenectady Community Ministries Summer Lunch Program and more. 

We’re also in the middle of increasing our storage capacity to allow for an additional open day 

for our Bread of Life Food Pantry.  

3. Grow the relationships and programs necessary to keep our youth involved in our church after 

confirmation. This is an area of great success but also needs ongoing work… our current 

confirmation class, thanks especially to the efforts of Tammi Crowther and their attendance at 

Camp Calumet, are extremely close and are all involved in the life of our congregation. Sophie 

Mathis has also organized a wide variety of wonderful conversations and service opportunities 

through Schenectady Youth Rise Up for current high school students and we also sent Hanna 

Avery to the ELCA National Youth Gathering for the first time. It’s a top priority of 2019 for me to 

make sure our current middle schoolers grow into a high school youth group after they’re 

confirmed in November. 

 

Now, let’s look ahead to our goals for 2019: 

 

1. Expand programming for seniors and their families. Our Care & Concern Team is leading the way 

here and I’m hoping in addition to Pastor Dustin’s Coffee Club on weekdays we can also add 

exercise classes, support groups and more in the year ahead. 

2. Continue towards the completion of our capital improvement campaign. Based on conversations 

at our 2019 Leadership Retreat, we’ll hopeful begin making physical upgrades to our mechanical 

systems this summer. Then, after a year of internal fundraising and grant writing, we will decide at 

our next Annual Meeting of the Congregation how to proceed with Phase One, Phase Two, both 

or neither. 

3. Develop a culture of creation at Messiah. Kären Telfeyan and the Creation Care Team are nailing 

this. We’re already beginning to use our new recycling bins and we’re moving towards some sort 

of composting system as well in the upcoming year as well as evaluating how we can go solar. 

We’ll also begin celebrating the Season of Creation in this fall. 

4. Strengthen relationships between members of our faith community (added after our 2019 

Leadership Retreat). Here’s the deal… we’ve grown a lot, and we really need to make an effort 

to get to know one another better in the upcoming year. While some new or renewed fellowship 

events as well as strengthening our Men’s and Young Adult groups will be part of this work, small 

things like inviting new people to events and better using our Realm online directory system are 

also necessary. 

 

It is God’s mission for us to be a Spirit filled church following Jesus Christ, and with your help, I have no 

doubt we’ll be able to achieve all these goals and more in the year ahead! Thank you for all you do! 

 

May God’s peace be with you, 

Rev. Dustin G. Wright 
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2018 Treasurer’s Report | Statement of Financial Position 
 

ASSETS 12/31/2015 12/31/2016 12/31/2017 12/31/2018 

Checking Account $12,510.55 $12,877.66 $20,894.01 $18,117.10 

ELCA Endowment Fund $242,785.77 $240,388.69 $269,925.30 $263,591.39 

First Niagara Memorial Fund* $6,921.71 $6,921.71 $6,926.95 $0.00 

Vanguard Doremus Reserve Fund $34,774.75 $26,400.00 $16,566.43 $16,861.49 

Vanguard Memorial Fund $4,343.29 $4,360.15 $4,395.31 $3,335.66 

Vanguard Endowment Fund $12,124.29 $12,104.66 $12,224.21 $11,885.92 

TOTAL Cash and Bank Accounts $313,460.36 $303,052.87 $330,932.21 $313,791.56 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

*This CD was closed and money deposited into checking account. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Checking Account Balances as of 12/31/18 

Checking Acct Balance $18,117.10 

Less Designated Accounts Balance $9,387.40 

Less Endowment Fund Balance $75.00 

Less Memorials Balance $5,441.85 

Less Temporary Restricted Funds $738.79 

Checking Account Available $2,474.06 

Summary of Robert Doremus Emergency Fund 

11/08 Bequest Received $100,000.00 

02/09 Transfer to Endowment Fund ($50,000.00) 

05/09 Withdrawal for Church Energy 

Improvement 
($713.00) 

10/09 Withdrawal for Tree Removal ($1,545.00) 

11/09 Withdrawal for Op. Expenses ($3,000.00) 

08/10 Withdrawal for Op. Expenses ($2,000.00) 

09/10 withdrawal for Op. Expenses ($2,000.00) 

10/10 withdrawal for Church Siding ($7,800.00) 

11/10 withdrawal for Op. Expenses ($2,000.00) 

12/10 withdrawal for Op. Expenses ($3,000.00) 

01/11 withdrawal for Op. Expenses ($1,000.00) 

02/11 withdrawal for Parsonage Energy 

Improvement 
($4,643.00) 

03/11 withdrawal for Op. Expenses ($2,500.00) 

07/11 withdrawal for Op. Expenses ($2,500.00) 

09/13 withdrawal for Op. Expenses ($3,000.00) 

12/14 Repayment from Checking 

Account Budget Surplus 
$20,000.00 

08/16 withdrawal for Parsonage 

Bathroom 
($8,500.00) 

07/17 withdrawal for Septic System ($10,000.00) 

12/31/18 Total including Dividends $16,861.49 

Designated Fund Balances as of 12/31/18 

The process for creating and approving designated 

funds was formalized in 2017. 

Adult Education Fund $206.97 

Bible Fund $0 

Campership Fund $452.50 

Capital Project $1,327.71 

Choir Fund $0.00 

Food Pantry Fund $1,198.00 

Internship Fund $0.00 

Junior Luther League Fund $200.00 

Outreach Fund $293.44 

Pastor's Discretionary Fund $102.22 

Property Fund $1,429.06 

Rich Hallett Accessibility Fund $2,950.00 

Special Projects Fund $738.79 

Sunday School Fund  $580.38 

Youth & Family Fund $647.12 

Total $10,126.19 
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2018 Treasurer’s Report |Budget v. Actuals
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2018 Financial Secretary’s Report 
 

UNDESIGNATED FUNDS 

Offerings  YTD 
Offering Envelope (Pledged + Unpledged) ........................................................................................................... $99,500.73 

Loose Plate Offering ....................................................................................................................................................... $2781.12 

Offerings Subtotal ....................................................................................  ..................................... $102,281.85 

 

Endowment Revenue 
Endowment Fund Revenue (ELCA). ......................................................................................................................... $10,137.37 

Endowment Fund Revenue (Vanguard) ...................................................................................................................... $326.69 

Endowment Revenue Subtotal ...............................................................  ....................................... $10,464.06 

 

Holiday Giving and Miscellaneous 
Advent Folders................................................................................................................................................................... $159.00 

Bulletins Dedications ............................................................................................................................................................. $0.00 

Christmas Envelopes......................................................................................................................................................... $660.00 

Easter Envelopes ............................................................................................................................................................ $1,112.00 

Holiday Flowers .................................................................................................................................................................. $528.00 

Initial Offering Envelopes ................................................................................................................................................. $143.00 

Lenten Folders.................................................................................................................................................................... $134.00 

Lenten Midweek / Holy Week Envelopes ..................................................................................................................... $599.00 

Miscellaneous .................................................................................................... ..……...................................................... $378.00 

Thanksgiving Envelopes ................................................................................................................................................... $175.00 

Thrivent Choice Dollars .................................................................................................................................................... $252.00 

Holiday Giving and Miscellaneous Subtotal .........................................  ......................................... $4,140.00 

 

UNDESIGNATED FUNDS SUBTOTAL ...........................................................  ..................................... $116,885.91 

 

DESIGNATED FUNDS 
Adult Education .................................................................................................................................................................. $69.00 

Bibles……………………………………………………………………………………...…………………………………… ...... $4.28 

Campership Fund .......................................................................................................................................................... $2,879.00 

Choir  ....................................................................................................................................................................................... $0.00 

Endowment Fund Contributions ...................................................................................................................................... $75.00 

Food Pantry ................................................................................. ……………………....... ………………………………$1,757.71 

Internship ............................................................................................................................................................................ $305.17 

Junior Luther League ............................................................................................................................................................ $0.00 

Memorial Fund Contributions .................................................................................................................................... $$8,179.08 

Outreach ............................................................................................................................................................................ $211.25 

Pastor's Discretionary Fund .............................................................................................................................................. $215.00 

Property Fund .................................................................................................................................................................... $230.00 

Special Collection Fund ................................... …………………………………….................................................... $12,239.51 

Rich Hallett Memorial Accessibility Fund ........................................................................................................................ $50.00 

Sunday School ..................................................................................................................................................................... $29.00 

Youth and Family Fund .................................................................................................................................................... $489.00 

 

DESIGNATED FUNDS SUBTOTAL ................................................................  ....................................... $26,733.00 

 

Total Revenue Subtotal ...........................................................................  ..................................... $143,618.91 

In Kind Donations  ........................................................................................ ............................................ $835.76 

TOTAL REVENUE ......................................................................................  ..................................... $144,454.67 
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2018 Endowment Fund Report 
 

The Endowment Fund of Messiah Lutheran Church was established at the congregation 

meeting in January 1992. The primary emphasis was income – with stability – and growth of 

principal. Income is automatically deposited in a separate savings account and the 

treasurer is empowered to withdraw from this account if funds are needed for current 

expenses. In the event that this saving account would grow because the funds are not 

needed, then a separate decision would be made by Council to reinvest some of the funds 

back into endowment principal. 

 

History of deposited amounts to this fund were: 

 

1992 Beginning Amount $46,210 

Lambert estate; 

Richter estate; 

Graupner estate; 

Kreischer family 

1993-

2004 
Additions $31,518  

2004 Addition to ELCA Endowment $60,000 Griffeth estate 

2005-

2008 
Addition to Vanguard T.B. $945 

In memory of R. 

Doremus; C. Lindsay; 

H. Keseberg; P. King 

2009 Addition to ELCA Endowment $50,000 Doremus estate 

2011 Addition to Vanguard T.B. $450 

In memory of E. 

VanWormer; V. 

Parsons 

2013 Addition to ELCA Endowment $20,496 

In memory of M. 

Juckett; E. Friebel; L. 

Miller 

2015 Addition to Vanguard T.B. $300 

In memory of L. 

Engvold; J. Baumler; 

G. Gresham; P. Laws; 

R. Stone; E. Friday 

2017 Addition to ELCA Endowment $9,300 

In honor of Karen 

Kreischer; Sister 

Lorraine; In memory 

of Richard King;  

John Engvold;  

Phyllis Brown;  

Carol Jurewicz;  

Tom Town;  

Pastor Rieger;  

Betty Friebel              

2018 Addition to Vanguard T.B. $75 

In memory of Craig 

Aldi; Joan Libby; 

Marion Lewis 

 
TOTAL DEPOSITS    $219,294 
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A review of this endowment account, since establishment in 1992, reveals that the principal 

amount has grown by remembrance of deceased church members and gifts in the 

settlement of estates. 

1995  Anita and Cy Davis estate; Florence Sisson estate 

2000  Mary Severino estate; Marie Seck estate 

2001  Hugo Keller in memory of Elise; Karen Kreischer in memory of Charles 

2004  Norma and Bob Griffeth estate 

2009  Dr. Robert Doremus estate 

2013  Ed & Laura Underkoffler in memory of Lane J. Miller 

2017  Neal Fisher in honor of Karen Kreischer and Sister Lorraine 

  Karen Kreischer in memory of Richard King, John Engvold, Phyllis Brown, Carol  

  Jurewicz, Tom Town, Pastor Reiger and Betty Friebel 

  Ed & Laura Underkoffler in memory of Pastor Rieger 

  Richard & Joyce Gresham in memory of Betty Friebel 

2018   Karen Kreischer in memory of Craig Aldi, Joan Libby, and Marion Lewis 

 

The ELCA endowment is managed with a long-term philosophy that contains a mix of fixed 

income investments for distribution and stocks to compensate for inflation. Calculating 4.25 

percent of the average closing value of the last five years smoothes the annual distribution. 

The stock market recovery, plus a significant addition from the Doremus estate, resulted in a 

big increase in account value and income for years 2009, 2010, 2012 and 2013. 

 

Performance data for the year 2018 is indicated below: 

   Vanguard Total Bond   ELCA Endowment 

Start 2018  $12,224.21     $269,925.30 

2018 Income $329.84     $10,338.99 

2018 % Income 2.70%      3.83% 

2018 Total Return* 0.069%     0.128% 

 

End 2018 Value $11,885.92     $263,591.39  
 

Total End 2010 Account Value: $197,933.09  Total End 2010 Income: $8,712.01 

Total End 2011 Account Value: $193,408.18  Total End 2011 Income: $8,688.21 

Total End 2012 Account Value: $208,263.07  Total End 2012 Income: $8,236.15 

Total End 2013 Account Value: $254,601.85  Total End 2013 Income: $8,121.14 

Total End 2014 Account Value: $265,519.09  Total End 2014 Income: $9,454.17 

Total End 2015 Account Value: $254,964.88  Total End 2015 Income: $9,871.56 
Total End 2016 Account Value: $252,493.65  Total End 2016 Income: $9,542.70 

Total End 2017 Account Value: $282,149.51  Total End 2017 Income: $9,877.82 

Total End 2018 Account Value: $275,477.31  Total End 2018 Income: $10,464.06  

 

* Percent total return includes income and value change (not considering additions to principal.) 
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2019 Proposed Budget 
 

 
 

 
 

Proposed 2019 Messiah Budget

REVENUE 2018 2019

1.  Regular Offerings $97,339 $105,000 w/$3,450 unpledged 

2.  Endowment Revenue $9,950 $10,450

3.  Holiday Offerings & Misc. $3,450 $3,750

4.  Lawn/Snow Removal $1,800 $1,800 donated back (assumption made based on 2018 budget)

Total $112,539 $121,000

EXPENSES 2018 Inc/Dec. 2019 Inc/Dec. Notes

Part 1 BENEVOLENCE

1. Synod $1,800 ($1,200) $3,000 $1,200

2. Local $0 ($550) $250 $250

Total $1,800 -$1,750 $3,250 $1,450

Part 2 PASTOR

1. Base Salary $40,348 $1,211 $41,268 $920 DC = $58,922 (min. for Pastor w/4 yrs exp), base = .69968 x DC

2. Social Security (.0994 of base salary) $4,011 $121 $4,104 $93

3. Retirement Pension (12% of DC) $6,920 $76 $7,071 $151

4. Health Coverage $6,265 $365 $6,717 $452

5. Disability & Survivor Benefits (4% of DC) $2,306 ($261) $2,357 $51

6. Car Allowance $2,000 $0 $2,000 $0

7. Continuing Education $1,000 $0 $1,000 $0

8. Professional Expenses $400 $0 $400 $0

8. Equity Housing Allowance $1,610 $49 $1,768 $158

Total $64,860 $1,561 $66,685 $1,825

Part 3 PERSONNEL

1. Church Musician's Salary $8,832 $168 $9,060 $228 2.5%

2. Church Musician's Social Security $676 $13 $693 $17 0.08%

3. Substitute Musician $100 $0 $100 $0

4. Supply Pastor $625 $0 $625 $0

5. Parish Administrator Salary $9,840 $192 $11,772 $1,932 2.5%

6. Parish Administrator Social Security $753 $15 $901 $148

7. Sexton Salary $5,340 $108 $5,484 $144 2.5%

8. Sexton Social Security $409 $9 $420 $11

9. Disability & Workers Comp $1,300 $0 $1,600 $300

10. Choir Director Salary (see Organist) $0 $0 $0 $0

11. Social Security (see Organist) $0 $0 $0 $0

Total $27,875 $505 $30,655 $2,780

Part 4 ADMINISTRATION

1. Office Supplies $850 $250 $750 ($100)

2. Telephone & Internet $1,000 ($1,160) $1,000 $0

3. Postage $250 $0 $200 ($50)

4. Offering Envelopes & Supplies $500 $200 $450 ($50)

5.  Toner Supplies and Maintenance $1,500 $60 $1,800 $300

6. Web Hosting & Domain $250 $100 $250 $0

7. IT Specialist $0 ($125) $0 $0

8. Synod Convention Expenses $385 ($765) $675 $365 Pastor plus 2 delegates 

9.  Copier Lease $1,200 $72 $400 ($800) lease to buy contract ends in 2019

10.  Software $530 $530 $600 $70 new add for 2018

Total $6,465 -$838 $6,125 -$265

Part 5 PROPERTY

1. Electric & Gas $4,800 $800 $5,500 $700

2. Liability Insurance $3,500 $0 $3,300 ($200)

3. Town Taxes $425 $50 $375 ($50)

4. Trash Removal $350 $50 $450 $100

5. Snow Removal/Lawn Mowing (donated service) $1,800 $1,800 $1,800 $0 check cut to cover cost and then donated back 

6. Pest Control $350 $0 $300 ($50)

7. Cleaning Equip & Supplies $200 $0 $200 $0

8. Building Maintenance $550 ($1,000) $1,000 $450

Total $11,975 $1,700 $12,925 $950

Part 6 PARSONAGE

1. Electric & Gas $1,800 ($200) $2,500 $700

2. Telephone & Internet $420 ($450) $420 $0

3. Town Taxes $350 ($300) $700 $350

4. Maintenance (incl. sealing) $350 $0 $350 $0

Total $2,920 -$950 $3,970 $1,050



 

 

- 19 - 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 7 WORSHIP & MUSIC

1. Candles & Communion Supplies $40 $0 $100 $60

2. Sundays and Seasons $110 $0 $100 ($10)

3. Holiday Flowers $250 $0 $400 $150

4. Organ Maintenance $100 $0 $100 $0

5. Piano Maintenance/Tuning $285 $0 $400 $115

6. Music $300 $0 $300 $0

Total $1,085 $0 $1,400 $315

Part 8 FAITH FORMATION

1. Sunday Church School $400 ($300) $700 $300

2. Youth Ministry $150 ($100) $150 $0

3. Confirmation $250 $0 $200 ($50)

4.  Life Passages $150 $50 $250 $100

5.  Devotional Materials $200 $0 $500 $300

6.  Guest Speakers $200 ($100) $0 ($200)

Total $1,350 -$450 $1,800 $450

Part 9 MINISTRY SUPPORT

1. Stewardship $875 $125 $875 $0

2. Outreach $250 $0 $100 ($150)

3. Care & Concern $50 $0 $50 $0

4. Social Action $50 $0 $50 $0

5. Lutheran Subscription $100 $0 $100 $0

6. Young Adult Group $250 ($100) $50 ($200)

7. Leadership Development $300 ($200) $400 $100

8. Creation Care $300 $300 new in 2018

Total $1,875 -$175 $1,925 $50

GRAND TOTAL $120,205 -$397 $128,735 $8,605
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Budget & Finance Committee Report 
 
 

THE MISSION OF THIS COMMITTEE IS: 

To craft the annual budget and then review the approved budget vs. spending throughout 

the year to position the church in a viable financial position.  A sub-set of the committee also 

performs the annual audit. 

 

Review of 2018: 

• The committee’s proposed budget, with input from Council, was approved at the 

annual Congregational meeting  

• The annual audit of the 2017 church accounts was successfully completed and 

submitted to Synod 

• Pete Jones resigned as co-treasurer.  His position was filled by Phil Bazicki  

• The co-treasurers and financial secretary continue to provide committee chairs with a 

means for knowing his/her committee budget and spending to date 

• The co-treasurers, financial secretary and Pastor continue to hold monthly meetings to 

review finances, discuss challenges and develop solutions relative to the church 

finances  

• The committee established quarterly meetings to review the current state of finances 

and make recommendations to Council as needed  

• We ended 2018 with total revenue exceeding total spending by $1,150.93!!  This has 

been a collective effort of everyone committing to giving a little more and spending a 

little less.  The Budget & Finance Committee thanks everyone for their diligence.   

• The Budget and Finance committee will continue to meet quarterly in 2019 to 

constantly assess where we are financially and, when necessary, make 

recommendations to Council in an effort to address concerns 

 

Looking ahead to 2019: 

• The 2018 proposed budget will be reviewed and voted upon at the annual meeting of 

the Congregation  

• The audit of the 2018 church finances will be conducted in March 

 

CURRENT MEMBERS OF THIS COMMITTEE ARE:  

Kristie Becker, Neal Fisher, Bill Fleming, Karen Kreischer, Dave Barnett, Penny Incitti, Lisa Mell 

and Phil Bazicki 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Kristie Becker 

Committee Chairperson  
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Care and Concern Committee 
 

The purpose of this committee is to support members of Messiah in need of special care while 

connecting them to our congregation and the wider body of Christ. We along pastor Dustin 

provide contact to parishioners, who cannot attend church services. We, on the Sunday 

before visits, place the communion kit on the altar, to have it blessed during service. we try to 

make visits at least monthly  

      

We continue to have a pot luck dinner at Glendale nursing home every three months. Dave 

and Lore Ellis enjoy these dinners as well as everyone involved. Sadly, Marion Lewis passed 

away in December. 

 

This year we have instituted a voluntary medical form. These forms are kept with the 

defibrillator, to be available should there be a medical emergency. These forms could assist 

us in supplying any care, while awaiting EMTs. 

 

This coming year, we will be looking into how we can, as a Christian community, serve those 

with mental health issues. We are planning to have Narcan training, to those wishing to receive 

such training. We also are interested in seeking ways, we can assist, the seniors at Messiah. 
 

We have sent out 123 cards in 2018. 

 

Our Care and Concern committee, meets every three months, usually on Tuesdays at 2pm. 

 

Our members are Barb Hallett, Judy Becker, Nancy Stellrecht, Carly DiSanto, Bill Ellis, Joyce 

Gresham, Karen Kreischer, and Sue Shaffer. 
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Creation Care Committee 
 

The Creation Care Committee’s mission is to make the care for all creation an integral part 

of every aspect of the life and mission of the congregation. We held our first ever meeting in 

September 2018 and immediately began brainstorming ideas in the areas of worship, 

education, building and maintenance, and advocacy. Last year we added more recycling 

bins throughout the church building, experimented with composting, and organized seven 

Creation Appreciation hikes. 

We are actively pursuing ways to raise awareness of this important issue and encourage 

eco-friendly practices in our congregation and our community at large. We are looking 

forward to 2019 and celebrating the Season of Creation in September as well as other 

events throughout the year, including talks and activities to help inspire care for God’s 

creation. 

I would like to express my sincere thanks and appreciation for Pastor Dustin, Jean Jones, and 

Merle Longwood, whose support and involvement have been integral in getting this new 

effort off the ground. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kären Telfeyan 
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Faith Formation Committee 
 

This committee functions in conjunction with the Superintendent of Sunday School for most 

tasks at hand. The committee exists to fulfil the educational needs of the church and to 

provide a welcoming, nurturing Sunday School program for the youth. 
 

January 2018 

January 17th kicked off the next Adult ed. series with the film Journey of the Universe. Guests 

from Siena were present to answer questions and participate in discussion. The event was 

attended by 30 people. 17 of those were from Messiah's community with the rest from other 

congregations or the general public. 
 

Five of our members attended the Creation Care Boot camp at First Lutheran Church in 

Albany on Jan 12 and 13. This event was sponsored by Lutherans Restoring Creation. 

Connections were made to continue conversation with that broader community of 

Lutherans concerned with protecting the planet. 
 

February/March 2018 

A description of a new Creation Care Committee has been submitted to the Congregation 

Council for approval. This proposal has come about as a response to the many educational 

opportunities presented with in the Journey of the Universe series with the hope of putting our 

faith to action in caring for the environment. 
 

An invitation was extended from the Temple Gates of Heaven to the women of Messiah to 

attend the Women's Seder on March 22nd.  
 

Book discussion of chapters 5-8 of Bridges out of Poverty took place on February 27th at 2pm 

with 5 people in attendance. This concluded our discussion of this book. The next discussion 

will take place on April 25th at 11:00am.  The book to be discussed is Same Kind of Different 

as Me by Ron Hall and Denver Moore.  
 

Wednesday evening Lenten gatherings with coffee house format have been well attended 

with approximately 15 people taking part. The inclement weather has forced cancelation of 

several sessions. Doug Chilton has provided music and discussions have been led by Pastor 

and Rianne. 
 

April 2018 

The evening with Larry Rasmussen was attended by 24 people. 11 members of Messiah 

Church attended. Wonderful presentation by Larry and many meaningful conversations took 

place following the event. Many thanks to Merle Longwood for providing this opportunity.  
 

Adult ed. resumed on Sunday mornings at 9am with Merle Longwood teaching the course 

which focuses on creation and ecology. 
 

May 2018 

Presentation by Angelina Peone from Cornell Cooperative Extension and Gay Doolittle from 

the First Reformed Church Schenectady. The effects of use, reuse, and recycling were 

discussed with a power point presentation. Strategies for home and church recycling were 

presented. About 10 people attended. 
 

May 9th Faith Formation meeting was held prior to the showing of the movie By the River We 

Stand. About 8 people attended the movie and enjoyed a wonderful dinner provided by 

Pastor. Plans are in progress for the summer film series. Planning was started for the summer 

Sunday Program to take place before Service and will include both adults and children. 
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June/July 2018 

Book discussion was held on May 30th with 4 people in attendance. The book discussed was 

The Good Food Revolution by Will Allen. Two books were chosen for the Sept 25th and 

October 23rd discussions. They are respectively Being Mortal by Atul Gawande and 

Bethlehem Besieged by Mitri Raheb.  
 

The June film showing of Shishmaref was canceled due to only 3 people signing up. Merle 

purchased the film and arranged for a special DVD player to show it on and the committee 

is very thankful for his effort and generosity. Hopefully we will be able to show this film in the 

future. 
 

A showing of the film The Trail of Hope and Terror and the community forum on immigration 

was held on July 18th 2018. This was well attended by members of Messiah and people from 

the greater community. 
 

September 2018 

The August 15th summer film series which featured a film entitled We Are Still Rising was 

shown to 12 people with guest speaker Shirley Readdean. A lively discussion followed.  
 

Adult education began on Sunday Sept 9th with 7 people in attendance.  Two more 

members will be joining the class in the future. The book Climate Church Climate World by 

Jim Antal was distributed to those in attendance. The books were purchased with funds from 

the Faith Formation budget with no cost to the participants. 
 

October 2018 

September Book discussion was attended by five people. The book Being Mortal by Atul 

Gawande was discussed. It was the general opinion of all that this book would be very 

beneficial to others in the congregation so copies have been added to the Messiah library. 
 

Adult education continues with the reading of the book, Climate Church Climate World by 

Jim Antal and a video series, entitled Earthbound. 
 

November 2018 

The book discussion was Bethlehem Besieged by Mitri Raheb discussed on October 23rd at 

11am. Four people attended. 
 

Adult education continues with the reading of the book, Climate Church Climate World by 

Jim Antal and a video series, entitled Earthbound. 
 

December 2018 

Adult Ed class has been meeting weekly at 9am on Sunday mornings. The book Climate 

Church Climate World by Jim Antal has been discussed and the video Earthbound has been 

shown in Merle's absence.  
 

Advent Gatherings have been attended by 7 to 9 people on Wednesday evenings. 

Materials have been provided without cost from ELCA World hunger. Donations are being 

collected from the sale of farm animal ornaments on the narthex Christmas tree to be given 

to the ELCA World Hunger Program.  To date, $680 has been collected and will be sent to 

ELCA World Hunger. 

 

Submitted by Jean Jones 
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Sunday School Report 
 

We ended 2018 with 3-5 new students.  We added a new Sunday School Leader, as well. We 

had another great pageant “Hope Comes to Earth, A Star Wars Christmas Story.” It was 

standing room only this year, and each year I couldn’t be more proud of all the hard work 

the kids put into performing. Pastor and Tammy Crowther have been working hard and have 

updated the Safe Church Policy. All the leaders have completed the background checks 

which we have been working to get done for a couple years now. I am looking forward to 

2019, the kids will do the bake sale again February, we have a fun Earth Day project planned 

as well as Star Wars Day, Bring a Friend Day and Calumet Day! Thanks to the congregation 

for your continued support of the Sunday School program, we could not do it without you. 

Submitted by Cheryl Borski 
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Historian’s Report 
 

It’s been a pretty quiet year for the Historian. 

 

We held a chili cook off last January with our winners being Jacki DeTeso, Linda Klein and 

Penny Incitti. A great time was had by all. Thank you to all who joined us that day. Thank you 

to our chili cookers!! 

 

I have over the year been given old photos from numerous church members. Thank you so 

much for adding to our collection. 

 

Here is to another year at Messiah as we celebrate our 92nd year!!! 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Susan Schaffer 

Historian 
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Kitchen Committee 
 

As the number of activities in the fellowship hall continues to increase, the kitchen at Messiah 

gets more and more use, often times without any participation from members of the kitchen 

committee. The chairs thank all those who take on this additional responsibility and who 

make sure the kitchen is always kept clean and organized. 

 

Shrove Tuesday’s pancake dinner continues to be a nice community outreach program for 

us.  We served about 50 people and had a free-will income of $206. Thanks to all who 

contributed pancake mix, sausage, applesauce, other goodies and time to the cause.  

 

That was followed by our Easter breakfast. Due to a scheduling error, the breakfast got off to 

a late start. That error will be corrected for 2019. After that, things went without a hitch thanks 

to our experienced kitchen crew. Free-will offering for Easter totaled $232, with 

approximately 72 served. Thanks to donations from Kitchen Committee co-chair Karen 

Kreischer and Bill Fleming, there were no reported expense costs for the Easter Breakfast. 

 

Great weather helped our Rally Sunday cookout. A slight adjustment in the cooking 

schedule made for a smoother transition from Sunday service to lunch. Great potluck 

selection and other donations kept the expenses to $78 for the more than 80 who were 

served. We were able to utilize our new Weber grill for this event. The grill, purchased in 

August, cost $499. 

 

Our goals this year will be to continue to support those who use the kitchen, give the floor a 

good scrubbing, and finally get the exhaust fan situation settled. The latter two are holdovers 

from last year. We will be replacing the round white table and reorganizing the room. Also, 

we have figured out the part that needs to be replaced o the dishwasher and hope to have 

that fixed before the end of the first quarter of 2019. 

 

Thank you to Judy Becker for managing the books for the kitchen committee. Our balance 

at the end of 2018 is $949.07 

 

So many people work on events that utilize the kitchen at Messiah. Very few, if any, happen 

without the hard work and leadership of co-chair Karen Kreischer. We are grateful for her 

many years of service.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Rich Becker 

Kitchen Committee Co-Chair 
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Outreach Committee Report 
 

Looking back throughout 2018 we had another amazing year of growth in activity and as a 

Committee. This past July Messiah had its Bi-annual Community Fair Fun Day. It was a great 

success with our congregation and the community. In August we participated in having a 

table set up at the Kids Night Out event reaching the Rotterdam community. Messiah also 

participated in the Festival of Trees at the Schenectady Historical Society with a Seasons of 

Advent themed tree.  

 

In 2019, the Outreach committee will continue its efforts to reach out as well as update the 

members of Messiah and the Rotterdam community. We will also continue to update the 

website and social media platforms as well as brochures etc.  

 

Members of this committee include Pastor Dustin, Tom Collins, Molly Karrel, Kody Schaffer, 

Rianne Johnson and Betsy Ryan. The CFFD Taskforce includes many friends of the church. We 

will invite more people to our committee this year.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Molly Karrel and Tom Collins 

Outreach Co-Chairs 
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Personnel Committee Report 
 

THE MISSION OF THIS COMMITTEE IS:  

To support the staff and Pastor of Messiah Lutheran Church and conduct personnel reviews. 

 

 

The committee met and conducted the yearly review for Pastor Dustin Wright on October 

23, 2018.  

 

For another great year of growth and for his dedication and service to our congregation - 

we give thanks to our Pastor, Dustin Wright. 

 

The yearly staff review for Rianne Johnson was conducted on October 30, 2018. 

 

The yearly staff review for Nicole Fatato was conducted on October 30, 2018. 

 

The yearly staff review for Doug Chilton was conducted on November 8, 2018. 

 

As always, thanks are extended to all our staff members for all their hard work for the good of 

our congregation. 

 

 

 

In Fall 2019 the committee will again conduct yearly reviews for Pastor Dustin & all the staff.   

 

The committee generally meets once a year to conduct these reviews, unless there is a 

special request or need for a meeting to address any issues. 

 

We are always looking to expand the committee members, so if any of our fellow 

congregants has an interest in joining us, please contact one of the members listed below. 

 

 

Submitted in faith, 

Pamella Ford  

 

 

CURRENT MEMBERS OF THIS COMMITTEE ARE: 

Pamella Ford, Chair 

Joyce Gresham 

Ron Force 

Christine DeMento 
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Property and Grounds Committee Report 

 

Property is Co-Chaired by Rich Stigberg and Charlie Zitzmann with Rich responsible for grass 

mowing and snow removal and Charlie responsible for inside maintenance. 

 

This year besides conducting the spring and fall cleanups and normal maintenance, property 

undertook the removal of an unsafe tree along the adjoining rear property line and repairs to 

the furnace systems. 

 

Property will again work closely with the capital improvement master plan committee to 

identify the need for updates to aging electrical and heating systems and address building 

accessibility. 

 

Thanks to Bill Ellis, Bill Becker, Rich Becker, Paul Bode, Cam Jacobs, Billy Olochnowicz, Steve 

Friebel, Brian Karrel, Diane Insero, Karen Kreischer, Randi and Rene Dunda-Martin, Aaron 

Martin, Jacob Gooding, and our snow Shovelers for all they have done this past year. 

 

Respectively submitted, 

Charles Zitzmann 
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Social Action Committee 
 

The mission of the Social Action Committee is to help meet the physical needs of the local 

community. Again this year we were able to fulfill many volunteer activities. 

In 2018 we have supported: 

▪ Souper Bowl Sunday 

▪ Crop Walk 

▪ SICM Summer Lunch Program (two weeks) 

▪ Regional Food Bank (four Saturdays of sorting food) 

▪ Concerned for The Hungry 

▪ Adopted four families for Christmas (collection $1300.00) 

▪ Patty’s Place at Trinity Reformed 

▪ Little Food Pantry at Bellevue Reformed 

▪ SICM Board Meetings (Nancy Stellrecht & Betsy Ryan are our 

representatives. 

▪ Battered Women’s shelter 

▪ Help-Portrait  Schenectady 

For our “God’s Work Our Hands” project, we had a very large group of volunteers packing 

for the Concerned for The Hungry Thanksgiving Food drive. We staffed four stations. 

In April, Judy Becker stepped down as Chairperson of the Social Action Committee. In July, 

Pete Jones took over the position. We thank Judy for all her hard work over the years. 

We are looking for additional avenues to make a positive impact on our community. If you 

have a suggestion, contact Pete Jones at 518-867-2489. 

 

We are grateful to all the volunteers who make our project a success. 

 

Submitted by Pete Jones 

 

 

Outside Group Fundraising 

Souper Bowl of Caring (SiCM): $249.00 

Help a Homeless Pet Bake Sale: $277.10 

CROP Walk: $576.00 

Adopt a Family: $1300.00 

ELCA World Hunger: $680 

Total: $3082.10 
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Bread of Life Food Pantry 
 

The food pantry this year was very busy.  We served 211 families (615 individuals), a total of 

6075 meals.  We try to give each client 3 meals per day for 3 days.  We are very grateful we 

were able to serve the surrounding communities as well as our neighborhoods. 

  

This year we received a grant from the Hudson Mohawk Conference and money from the 

Concerned for the Hungry.  We were the recipients of food from the Post Office Drive and 

received some of the excess food from the Concerned for the Hungry Thanksgiving program.  

We have been very blessed with support and donations. 

  

We would like to thank all of our volunteers, shoppers, workers in the pantry, drivers, who pick 

up our food, the congregation and especially our “food pantry fairy.” 

  

We are very excited about the possibility of having a larger pantry. But in the meantime, we 

are looking at some ideas to renovate our existing pantry by gutting it and adding all 

shelving.  This would allow us to be able to serve a few more clients and be more efficient. 

  

Respectfully Submitted 

The Food Pantry Team 
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Stewardship Committee Report 
 

The Stewardship Committee is proud of the 2019 campaign. The changes implemented by 

last year’s committee were excellent!  

 

We had a Time and Talent campaign in the spring which resulted in more people supporting 

different committees.  Kären Telfeyan, Dave Barnett, and Barb Hallett & Tammi Crowther 

gave Temple talks and we thank them for sharing information trying to get more involved at 

Messiah.  

 

The beginning of September we sent out letters and invited everyone to take part in a survey 

about goals to be set for the next year. Members could reply online or hand responses in at 

church. We struggled to get a response. This year approximately 50 people gave their input.  

We will be looking at ways to improve this procedure.  We followed up with 3 Temple Talks 

during worship. We would like to thank Sophie Mathis, Jill Becker and Charlie Zitzmann for 

their fantastic information. 

 

On Consecration Sunday, Lisa Mell & Jill Becker gave us information on our financial status. 

Their excellent Temple Talk explained all the extra unexpected expenses that affect our 

budget and summarized our successes this year. they explained that we have many project 

and programs to think about for the future that will help grow our church and community.    

After Consecration Sunday we gather to have a wonderful meal prepared by Little John’s 

BBQ.  Many thanks to Karen Kreischer for arranging this event. It was delicious! 

 

Our committee plans to brainstorm additional opportunities to increase revenue without 

asking our members to contribute more money.  We will be looking at a better culmination 

for our spring campaign and in general just look at ways to support the growth of Messiah.  

Our Congregation continues to do an outstanding job by adding to their pledging for the 

coming year.  

 

Thank you. 

 

The Stewardship Committee members are: The Rev. Dustin Wright, Ann Marie Grey, Marilyn 

Barnett, Carli DiSanto, Karen Kreischer, Penny Incitti – Chair 
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Worship & Music Committee 
 

The mission of the Worship and Music Committee is to help coordinate and facilitate the 

worship and music life of the church in a manner faithful to the spirit of the Lutheran 

traditions, responsive to the needs of the congregation, and in keeping with our purpose of 

being a spirit filled church following Jesus Christ. This committee would not be able to fulfill 

this mission without the support of the congregation. 
 

Here are just some of the highlights from this past year: 

• Ash Wednesday Services 

• Palm Sunday with the children of the congregation passing out the palms 

• Maundy Thursday – with foot/hand washing and stripping of the altar 

• Good Friday Cantata by the choir 

• Easter Vigil  

• Easter Sunday Service 

• Blessing of the Animals Service 

• Father’s Day Service 

• Rally Day Outdoor Service and Church Picnic 

• Family Participation in Lighting of Advent Wreath 

• Community Christmas Concert 

• Family Christmas Service 

• Christmas Eve Dinner 

• Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

• Coffee House Worship 

• Twice Yearly Healing Services with guest pastors 
 

One of our major changes we made this year was that we tried to recognize the Advent 

season as a season of preparation or waiting.  In doing this, rather than decorating the church 

for Christmas early in December, we took each of the four weeks in Advent and added a little 

bit of décor (including new blue Advent paraments and Advent blue decorations on the tree), 

so that the anticipation built and ended with the congregation coming to church on Christmas 

Eve and seeing the sanctuary transformed from Advent to Christmas.    
 

In 2019, we will strive to make the worship service as meaningful as possible for everyone. We 

already use a number of liturgy settings mainly from the ELW (cranberry book).  We have  

adapted the Holden Evening Prayer service to be used during the Advent season and are 

looking at a similar setting for the season of Lent.  
 

The Worship and Music Committee would also like to extend their deepest gratitude to those 

who are instrumental in making our Sunday worship service most meaningful: Pastor Dustin; 

Doug Chilton; Linda Buehler, who fills in for Doug when he is on vacation; assisting ministers; 

lectors; choir; ushers; greeters; altar guild; crucifers/acolytes; and nursery help.  
 

The Committee is always looking for new ideas or suggestions for the worship service. If you 

should have any, please let a member of the committee know - better yet, join us at our 

meetings. We have regularly scheduled meetings on the 1st Tuesday of every month. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Worship & Music Committee - Members: Judy Becker, Dotty Diegel, Betsy Ryan, Linda Klein, 

Rachel Mathis, Linda Buehler, Rianne Johnson, Joyce Gresham, Pamela Ford, Polly Festa, Jill 

Becker, Pastor Dustin 
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Women of the ELCA Organizational Report 
 

Our on-going project of collecting personal care items for Patty’s Place and others 

continues.   

 

Our picnic was held at the Olochnowicz "Garagemahal" and our December gathering was 

held at Jody Fleming's home.  Great food and fellowship were shared by all who attended. 

 

The Women of ELCA continue to host various social events throughout the year, including 

numerous coffee hours, after-event social gatherings, baptism and funeral receptions.  We 

also provided the refreshments for the 18th Annual Ice Cream Social and Band Concert. In 

addition, we made approximately 55 apple pies at our annual pie making day in November. 

 

At our Planning Meeting we planned for the months ahead. 

 

We have continued our meeting schedule of one program meeting – a representative from 

“Eyes Wide Shut” came to speak at our September program meeting, two projects meetings 

and two social gatherings (i.e., July Picnic and Christmas Party).  Our project meeting in April 

was devoted to making birthday bags for the City Mission and at our November project 

meeting we made ornaments to pass out when Christmas caroling. 

 

If there are any suggestions for projects, please let Jody Fleming know.  If there are programs 

that you would like to see the Women of ELCA take on, please let Betsy Ryan know, or 

please place a suggestion in our office mailbox. 

 

We extend an invitation to all women of the congregation to join us - just watch your 

newsletter for upcoming meetings and events. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

The Women of the ELCA 
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Women of the ELCA Financial Report 
 

BALANCE FORWARDED 12/31/17:       $996.46 

 

INCOME: 

Offerings and Donations:  371.00 

Ice Cream Social:    151.00 

Pie Sale:     600.00 

Interest:           .55 

Total:            $1122.55     $ 2119.06 

 

EXPENSES: 

Communion Supplies:          $   96.04 

Reception Expenses:              350.64 

Care & Concern:       44.90      

Gifts & Donations:                                   515.00    

Supplies (Kitchen, etc.):                        123.38 

Pie Sale Expense:      147.76 

Total:              $1277.72 

 

ACCOUNT BALANCE 12/31/18:        $ 841.29 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joyce Gresham, Treasurer 
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Mighty Men of Messiah Organizational Report 
 

We had some great events this past year: 

 • A trip to see the Albany Patroons Basketball Team. 

 • A trip to see Solo: A Star Wars Story. 

 • Our second annual Axe Throwing Night. 

 • Our third annual Brotastic Christmas Party, which returned to the Parish House  

  this year. 

 

In the upcoming year we’ll be holding a dinner and planning night at the Parish House to do 

the following: 

 • Develop a schedule for the upcoming year. 

 • Fill a variety of leadership roles for the Men’s Group, modeled off our highly  

  successful WELCA group. 

 • Discern more about what sort of service role we could play in the congregation. 

 

Active folks in the Mighty Men of Messiah include Phil Davis, Phil Bazicki, Bill Becker, Rich 

Becker, Bill Ellis, Dakota Schaffer, Dave Barnett, Rich Stigberg, Kyle Avery, David Mathis, Jesse 

Mathis, Pete Jones, Tyler Jones, Paul Bode, Charlie Zitzmann, Pastor John Califano and Tom 

Collins. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pastor Dustin “Brotastic” Wright 
  

Young Adult Group Organizational Report 
 

The purpose of this group is to identify the spiritual and social needs of young adults in the 

congregation and to support these young adults while they transition into adulthood. 

 

Our group has not met during 2018, as we haven’t had enough members to attain a critical 

mass. Our goal for 2019 is to host meetings once again, as our numbers have climbed to a 

level where we might get a turnout. Ideas in mind will be outings at local restaurants, dinner 

at the parsonage, and perhaps inviting some local organizations to come and talk about 

what they do for the community, maybe even do a volunteer project? We’ll see! 

 

All young adults between ages 18 through 30/40-something (consider yourself a millennial 

((1996-1981 according to Google)) or an out-of-place gen-x? You’re in!) are welcome to 

attend meetings! 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rianne Johnson, Young Adult Group Leader 
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Annual Report of the Upstate New York Synod 
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Annual Message from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America 
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